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C H A P* L 

iVA Y life has for fevcral years been a 
theatre of calamity, I have been a mark 
for the vigilance of tyranny, and I could 
not efcape. My faireft profpefts have 
been blafted. My enemy has (hown him* 
felf inacceflible to intreaties and untired 
in perfecution. My fame, as well as my 
happinefs, has become his vidim. Every 
Vol. I. B one, 
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one, as far as my ftory has been known, 
has refufed to aflift me in my diftrefs, 
and has execrated my name. I have not 
deferved this treatment. My own con- 
fcience witnefles in behalf of that inno- 
cence my pretenfions to which are re- 
garded in the world as incredible. There 
is now however little hope that I (hall 

cfcape from the toils that univerfally be- 
fet me. I am incited to the penning of 
thefe memoirs, only by a defire to divert 
my mind from the deplorablenefs of my 
fituation, and a faint idea that> pofterity 

may by their means be induced to render 
me a juftice which my contemporaries re- 
fufe. My ftory will at leaft appear to 
have that confiftency, which is feldom 
attendant but upon truth. 

I was born of humble parents in a re- 
mote county of England. Their occu- 
pations were fuch as ufually fall to the lot 
of pealants, and they had no portion to 
give me but an education free from the 

ufual 
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tifual fources of depravity, and the inhe- 
ritance, long fincc loft by their unfortu- 
nate progeny ! of an honeft fame. I was 
taught the rudiments of no fcicnce, ex- 
cept reading, writing and arithmetic. But 
I had an inquifitive mind, and negle<5ted 
no means of information from converfa- 
tlon or books. My improvement was 
greater than my condition in life afforded 
room to expcft. 
Our rcfidence was within the manor of 

» 

Ferdinando Falkland, a country fquire 
of confiderable opulence. At an early 
age I attrafted the favourable notice of 
Mr. Collins, this gentleman's fteward^ 
who ufed to call in occafionally at my 
father's. He obferved the particulars of 
my progrefs with approbation, and made 
a favourable report to his matter of my 
induftry and genius. 

In the fummer of the year Mr. 

Falkland vifited his eftate in* our county 
after an abicncc of feveral months. This 
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was a period of misfortune to me. I was 
then eighteen years of age. My father 
lay dead in our cottage. I had loft my 
mother fome years before. In this for- 
lorn (ituation I was furprifed with a mef- 
lage from the fquire, ordering me*to re- 
pair to the manfion-houfe the morning 
after my father's funeral. 

Though I was not a ftranger to books, 
I had no pradical acquaintance with 
men. I had never l\ad occafion to ad* 
drefs a pcrfon of this elevated rank, and 
I felt no fmall uneafmefs and awe on the 
preient occafion. I found Mr. Falkland 
a man of fmall ftature, with an extreme 
delicacy of form and appearance. In 
place of the hard-favoured and inflexible 
vifages I had been accuftomed to obferve, 
every mufcle and petty line of his coun- 
tenance fecmed to be in an inconceivable 
degree pregnant with meaning. His 
manner was kind, attentive and humane. 
His eye was full of animation, but there 

vras 
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was a grave and fad folemnity in his air, 
which for want of experience I imagined 
was the iDhcritance of the great, and the 
inftrument by which the diftance between 
thecn and their inferiors was maintained. 
His look befpoke the unquietnels of his 
mind, and frequently wandered with an 
cxpreffion of difcpnfolatencfs and anx- 
iety. 

My reception was as gracious and en- 
couraging as I could poffibly defife. 
Mr. Falkland queftioned me refpefting" 
my learning, and my conceptions of men 
and things, and liftencd to my anfwers 
with condefcenfion and approbation. 
This kindnefs foon rcftored to me a con- 
fiderable part of my felf-poffelfion, though 
I ftill felt reftrai!?ed by the graceful, but 
unaltered dignity of his carriage. I have 
already^ faid that I was not unacquainted 
with books. I had not failed to derive 
advantage from the opportunities which 
offered themfclves, and fomc of thofe 

B 3 oppor- 
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opportunities were of very fortunate oc- 
currence. But it is not my purpofe to- 
draw out this narrative by unneceflary 
detail j I leave the reader to coUeft what 
my acquifitions had been from the inci- 
dents which followed. When Mr. Falk- 
land had fufRciently fatisfied his curio- 
fity, he proceeded to inform me that he 
was^ in want of a fecretary, that I ap- 
peared to him fufficiently qualified for 
that office, and that, if in my prefent 
change of fituation occafioned by the 
death of my father I approved of the 
employ mentj he would take me into his 

family, 

I felt. highly flattered by the propofal,, 
and was warm in the expreffion of my 
acknowledgements. I fee eagerly about 
the difpofal of the litile property my fa- 
ther had left, in which I was aflifted by 
Mr. Colling. 1 had not now a relation^ 
upon whofe kindnefs and interpofition I 
had any dired claim, in the world. But,^ 

far 
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far from regarding this ckferted fituation 
with terror, I formed golden vifions of 
the ftation I was about to occupy. I little 
fufpe£ted that the gaiety and lightnefs of 
heart I had hitherto enjoyed were upon 
the point of leaving me for ever, and that 
the reft of my days were devoted to 
mifery and alarm. 

My employment was eafy and agree- 
able. It confifted partly of the tran- 
fcribing and arranging certain papers, 
and partly of writing from my mafter's 
diftation letters of bufinefs, as well as 
(ketches of literary compofition. Many 
of thefe latter conGfted of an analytical 
furvey of the plans of different authors^ 
and conjedlural fpeculations upon. hints 
they afforded, tending either to the de- 
teftion of their errors or the carrying for- 
ward their difcover';es. All of them bore 
powerful marks of a profound and ele- 
gant underftanding, well ftored with li- 

B 4 teraturc, ^ 
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tcrature, and poflefled of an uncomnnon 
fliare of afttvity and difcrimination; 

My ftation was in that part of the 
houfe which was appropriated for the 
reception of books, it being my duty to 
perform the funftions of librarian as well 
as fecretary. Here my hours would have 
glided in tranquillity and peace, had not 
my fituation included in it circumftaqces 
totally different from thofc which attend- 
ed me in my father's cottage. In early 
life my mind had been almoft wholly cn- 
groflfed by reading and reflexion. My 
intcrcourfes with my fellow mortals were 
occafional and (hort. But in- my new 
refidence I was excited by every motive 
of intereft and curiofity to ftudy my 
matter's charadier, and I found in it dn 
ample field for fpeculation and conjec- 
ture. 

His mode of living was in the utmoft 
degree reclufe and folitary. He had no 

inclination 
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inclination to fcenes of revelry and mirth. 
He avoided the bufy haunts of men i nor 
did he (eem dcfirous to compenfatc for 
this privation by the confidence of friend- 
(hip. He appeared a total ftrangcr to« - 
every thing which ufually bears the ap- 
pellation of pleafure. His features were 
fearcely ever relaxed into a fmile, nor did 
that air which befpoke the unhappincdd 
of his mind, at any time forfake then^. 
Yet his manners were by no means fuch^ 
as denoted moro(enefs and mifanthropy. 
He was compaffionate and confiderate ^ 
for others, though the ftatcltnefs of his. 
carriage and the referve of his temper 
were at no time interrupted. His ap- 
pearance and general behaviour might 
have ftrongly interefted ail perfons in his 
favour; but the coldnefs of his addrefs 
and the impenetrablenefs of his fcnti- \ 

ments feemed to forbid thofe demonftra- 
tions of kindnefs to which one might: ^ 

otherwife have been prompted. 
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• Such was the general appearance of 
Mr. Falkland j but his temper was ex- 
tremely unequal. The diftemper which 
afflifted him -with inceflant gloom, had 
its paroxyfms. Sometimes he was hafty, 
peevilh and tyrannical ; but this pro- 
ceeded rather from the torment of his. 
mind than an unfeeling difpofition, and, 
when reflexion recurred,* he appeared 
willing that the weight of his misfortune 
fhould fall wholly upon himfelf. Some^ 
times ^he entirely loft his felf-poffefTion^ 
ai)d his behaviour was changed into fren^- 
zy. He would ftiike his forehead, his. 
trows became knit, his features diftorted,. 
and his teeth ground one againft the 
other. When he felt the approach of 
thefe fympcoms, he would fuddenly rife, 
and,, leaving the occupation whatever it 
was in wlJch he was engaged, haften 
into a folitude upon which no perfon 
dared to intrude. 

It muft not be fuppofcd that the whole 
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of what I am defcribing was vifible to 
the perfons about him j nor indeed was 
I acquainted with it in the extent here 
ftated, but after a confiderable time, and 
in gradual fucceffion. With refpeft to 
the donieftics in general, they faw but 
little of their mafter. None of them, 
except myfelf from the nature of my 
fundlions, and Mr. Collins from the an- 
tiquity of his fervice and the refpedlable- 
nefs of bis charafter, approached Mr. 
Falkland, but at ftated feafons and for a 
very ftiort interval. They knew him only 
by the benevolence of his aftions and 
the principles of inflexible integrity by 
which he was ordinarily guided -, and, 
though they would fometimes indulge 
their conjectures refpefting his fingulari- 
ties, regarded h\tn upon the whole with 
veneration as a being of a fuperior order. 
One day when I had been about three 
months in the fervice of my patron,. I 
went into a clofet or fmall apartment 

B 6 which 
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which was fcparated from the libraty by 
a narrow gallery that was lighted by a 
fmall window near the roof. I had con- 
ceived that there was no perfon in the 
room, and went only to put any thing in 
order that I might find out of its place. 
As I opened the door, I heard at the 
fame inftant a deep groan exprcffive of 
intolerable anguifh. The found. of the 
dcor in opening feemed to alarm the per- 
fon within ; I heard the lid of a cheft 
haftily fhut, and the noifeas of faftening a 
lock. 1 immediately conceived that Mr. 
Falkland was there, ^and was going haf- 
tily to retire; but at that mpment a voice 
that feemed fupernaturally tremendous 
cxclaifhed. Who is there ? The voice was 
Mr. -Falkland's. The found of it thrill- 
ed my very vitals, I endeavoured to an- 
fwer, but my fpeech failed, and being 
incapable of any other reply, 1 inftinc- 
lively advanced within the door into the 
room. Mr, Falkland was j uft rifcn from 

the 
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the floor upon which he had been (tcting 
or kneeling. His countenance betrayed 
ftrong fymptoms of confulion. V7ith a 
violent effort however thefe fymptoma 
fuddenly vanilhed, and inftantaneoufly 
gave place to a countenance fparkling 
with rage. Villain, cried he, what has 
brought you here? I hefitateda confufed 
and irrefolute anfwer. Wretch, inter- 
rupted Mr. Falkland with uncontrolable 
impatience, you want to ruin me. You 
fct yourfelf as a fpy upon my a&ions. 
But bitterly fhail you repent your info- 
knee. Do you think you (hall watch 
my privacies with impunity ? I attempted 
to defend myfelf. Begone, devil ! re- 
joined he. Quit the room, or I will 
trample you into atoms. Saying this, 
ht advanced towards me. But I was al- 
ready fufficiently terrified, and vanifhed 
in a moment. I heard the door ihut 
after me with violence; and thus ended 
this extraordinary fcene. 

8 Ifaw 
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I faw him again in the evening, and 
he was then tolerably compofed. His 
behaviour, which was always kind, was. 
now doubly attentive and foothing. He 
fcemed to have fomething of which he 
wiflied to difburthen his mind, but to 
want words in which to convey it. I 
looked at him with anxiety and affedion. 
He made two unfuccelsful efforts, (hook 
his head, and then, putting five guineas 
into my hand, prefled it in a manner that 
I could feel proceeded from a mind preg- 
nant with various emotions, though I 
could not interpret them. Having done 
this, he feemed immediately to recoiled 
himfelf, and to take refuge in the ufual 
diftance and folemnity of his manner. 

I eafily underftood that fecrecy was one 
of the things expefted from me, and in- 
deed my mind was 6oo much difpofed to, 
meditate upon what I had heard and feen,, 
to niake it a topic of indifcriminate com- 
munication. Mr.. Collins however and 

myfelf 
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myfcif' happened to fup together that 
evening, which was but feldom the cafe, 
his avocations obliging him to be much> 
abroad. He could npt help obferving 
an uncommon dcjeftion and anxiety in 
my countenance, and affedionately en- 
quired into the reafon. I endeavoured 
to evade his queftions, but my youth and 
ignorance, of the world gave me but 
litde advantage for that purpofe. Befide 
this, I had been accuftomed to view Mr.. 
Collins with confiderable attachment, and 
I conceived from the nature of his fitua- 
tion that there could be but fmall impro- 
priety in making him my confident in 
the prefent inftanee. I repeated to- him 
minutely every thing that had pafled, and 
"concluded with a folemn declaration that, 
though treated with caprice, 1 was not 
anxious for myfelf : ni| inconvenience or 
danger to myfelf fhould ever lead me to 
a pufiU^nimous behaviour •, and I felt 
only for my.mafter, who> with every ad- 
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vantage far happinefs, and being ia the 
higheft degree worthy of it, feemed fated 
to undergo unmerited diftrefs. 

In anfwer to my communication Mr. 
Collins informed me that fome incidents 
of a nature (imilar to that which I relat- 
ed had fallen- under his own knowledge, 
and that frotn tj^e whole he could not 
help concluding that our unfortunate pa- 
tron was at times diibrdered in his int^l- 
k£ts. Alas, continued he, it was not al- 
ways thus! Ferdinando Falkland was 
once the gayeft of the gay. Not indeed 
of that frothy fort, who excite contempt 
inftead of admiration, and whofe levity 
argues thoughtlefsnefs rather than feli- 
city. His gaiety was always accompa- 
nied with dignity. It was the gaiety of 
the hero and the fcholar. It was chaf- 
tened with refiexiotfand fenfibility, and 
never loft fight either of good tafte or 
humanity. Such as it was however, it 
denoted a genuine hilarity of hearty gave 

an 
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^n inconceivable brilliancy to his com- 
pany and conyerfation, and rendered him 
the perpetual delight of the diverfified 
circles he then willingly frequented. Yoa 
fee nothing of him, my dear Williams 
but the ruin of that Falkland, who was 
courted by fages, and adored by the fair. 
His youth, diftinguifhed in its outfet by 
the moft generous promife, is tarnifticd. 
His fenfibility is ftirunk up and withered 
by events the moft difguftful to his feel- 
ings. His mind was fraught with all 
the rhapfodies of vifionary howD^r^v an4 
in his fenfc nothing but the groffer part, 
die mere Ihell of Falkland* was capable 
to furvive the wound that his pride has 
fuftained. 

ft 

Thefe reflexions of my friend Collins 
ftrongly tended to inflame my curiofityp 
and I requefted him C9 enter into a more 
copious explanation. With this requeft 
he readily complied ; as conceiving thatj 
whatever delicacy it became him to ex- 

crcife 
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crcife in ordinary cafes, it would be out 
of place in my (ituation, and thinking it 
not improbable that Mr. Falkland, but 
for the difturbance and inflammation of 
his mind, would be difpofcd to a fimilar 
communication. I fhall join to Mn 
CoUins's ftory various information which 
I afterwards received from other quarters^ 
that I may give all pofCble perfpicuity 
to the feries of events. To the reader it 
may appear at firft fight as if this detail 
of the preceding life of Mr. Falkland 
were foreign to my hiftory. Alas, I 
know from bitter experience that it is 
otherwife. My heart bleeds at the re- 
coUeftion of his misfortunes as if they 
were my own. How can it fail to do 
fd ? To his ftory the whole fortune of 
my life was linked ; becaufe he was mi- 
ferable, my happiricfs, my name, and my 
exiftence have been irretrievably blafted* 
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jTjLMONG the favourite authors of hi* 
early years were the heroic poets of Italy, 
From them he imbibed the love of chi* 
Yalry and romance. He had too much 
good fenfe to regret the times of Charle* 
magne and Arthur. But, while his ima* 
gination was purged by a certain infufion 
of philofophy, he conceived that there 
was in the manners depifted by thefe ce-^ 
lebrated poets, fomething to imitate, as 
well as fomething to avoid. He believed 
that nothing was fo well calculated to 
make men ddicate, gallant and humane, 
as a temper perpetually alive to the fen- 
tjments ot birth and honour. The opi- 
nions he entertained upoa thefe topics^ 
were illuft rated in his conduA, which 
was afliduoufly conformed to the model. 
of heraifm that his fancy fuggefted. 

With 
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'With thefc fentiments he fet t>ut upon . 
his travels at the age at which the grand j 
tour is ufually made, and they were ra- 
ther confirmed than (haken by the ad- 
ventures that befel him. By inclination 
he was led to make his longeft ftay in 
Italy, and here he fell into company with 
fcveral young noblemen whofc ftudics 
and principles were congenial to his own» 
By them he was afliduoufly courted and 
treated with the moft diftingui(hed ap-- 
plaufe. They were delighted to meet 
with a foreigner who had imbibed all the 
peculiarities of the moft liberal and ho^ 
nourable among themfelves.^ Nor wa& 
he lefs favoured and admired by the 
fofter fex. Though his ftature were 
fmall, his peribn had an air ef un- 
common dignity. Hfs dignity was thctt 
heightened by certain additions which 
were afterwards obliterated, an exprefllon 
of frankneft, ingenuity and unreferve, 
and a fp'.rit of At moft ardent enthu- 

i&afm. 
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fiaiin. Perl^aps no Englifhtnan was ever 
in an equal degree idolifed by the inha- 
bitants of Italy. 

It was not poflible for him to have 
drank fo deeply of the fountain of chi* 
valry without being engaged occaGon-* 
ally in affairs of honour, all of which 
were terminated in a manner that would 
not have difgraced the chevalier Bayard 
himielf. In Italy the young men of rank 
divide themfelves into two claffcs, thofc 
who adhere to the pure principles of an- 
cient gallantry, and thofe who,- being 
actuated by the fame acute fenfe of injury 
and infult, accuftom themfelves to the 
employment of hired bravoes as their in* 
ftruments of vengeance. The whole dif- 
ference indeed confifts in the precarious 
application of a generally received diC- 
tindion. The moft generous Italian ftill 
conceives that there are certain perfons 
whom it would be contamination to call 
into the open field. He neverthelefs be- 
lieves 
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lieves that an indignity cannot be expi- 
ated but with .bloody and is perfuaded 
that the life of a fellow creature is a very- 
trifling confideration in comparifon with 
the indemnification to be made to his in- 
jured honour. There is therefore fcarcely 
any Italian that would upon fome occa- 
fions fcruple afTaffmation. Men of fpirit 
among them, notwithftanding the preju- 
dices of their education, cannot fail to 
have a fecret convidtion of its bafenefs, 
and will be defirous of extending as far 
as poITible the cartel of honour. Real 
or affcfted arrogance teaches others to 
regard almoft the whole human fpecies 
as their inferiors, and of confequence in- 
cites them to gratify their vengeance 
without danger to their perfons. Mr. . 
Falkland fell in with fome of thefe. But 
his undaunted fpirit and refolute tem- 
per gave him a decifive advantage even 
in fuch perilous rencounters. One in- 
ftance among many of his manner of 

conducing 
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concluding himfelf among this proud and 
high fpirited people, it may be proper 
to relate. Mr. Falkland is the principal 
agent in my hiftory ; and Mr. Falkland, 
in the autumn and decay of his vigour 
fuch as I found him, cannot be com- 
pletely underftood without a knowledge 
of his previous charadler as it was in all 
the glofs of youth, yet unaflailed by ad- 
verfity, and unbroken in upon by anguifli 
or remorfe. 

At Rome he was received with parti- 
cular diftinftion at the houfe of marquis 
Pifani, who had an only daughter, the 
heir of his immenfe fortune, and the ad- 
miration of all the young nobility of that 
metropolis. Lady Lucrctia Pifani was 
tall, of a dignified form and uncommon- 
ly bfautiful. She was not deficient in 
amiable qualities, but -her foul was 
haughty, and her carriage not unfre- 
quently contemptuous. Her pride was 
nourifhed by the confcioufnefs of her 

charms. 
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charms, by her elevated rank arid the 
univerfal adoration (he was accuftomed 
to receive. 

Among her numerous lovers couat 
Malvcfi was the individual moft fevour- 
cd by her father, nor did his addrefles 
fcem indifferent to her. The count was 
a man of confiderablc accomplifhnnents, 
and of great integrity and benevolence 
of difpofition. But he was too ardent a 
lover to be able always to preferve the 
affability of his temper. The admirers, 
tvhofc addrelfes were a fource of gratifi- 
cation to his miftrefs, were a perpetual 
torment to him. Placing his whole hap- 
pinefs in the pofTeffion of this imperious 
beauty, the moft trifling circumftances 
Vvere capable of alarming him for the fe- 
<!fUrity of his prctenfions. But moft of 
all he was jealous of the Engiifh cava* 
Her. The marquis Pifani, who had 
fpent many years in France, was by no 
means partial to the fufpicious precau* 
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tions of Italian fathers, and indulged his 
daughter in confiderable freedoms. His 
houfe and his daughter, within certain 
judicious reftraints, were open to the re- 
fort of male yifuants. But above all 
Mr. Falkland, as a foreigner, and a per- 
fon little likely to form pretenfions to 
the hand of Lucretia, was received upon 
a footing of great familiarity. The lady 
herfelf, confpious of her innocence, en- 
tertained no fcruple about trifles, and 

■ 

aded with the confidence and franknefs 
of one who is fuperior to fufpicion. 

Mr. Falkland, after a refidence^of fe- 
veral weeks at Rome, proceeded to Na- 
ples. Mean while certain incidents oc- 
curred that delayed the intended nuptials 
of the heirefs of Pifani. When he re- 
turned to Rome count Malvefi was ab- 
fent. Lady Lucretia, who had been 
confidcrably amufed before with the con- 
verfation of Mr. Falkland, and who had 
an active and enquiring mind, had con- 

VoL. L C ccived 
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ceived in the interval between his firft 
and fecond rcfidence at Rome'a^ paflion 
for learning the Englifh language, in- 
Ipired by the lively and ardeat encomi- 
ums of our beft authors that ftie had 
heard from their countryman. She had 
provided hel-felf with the ufual imple- 
ments for that purpofe, and made fome 
progrefs during his abfence. But upon 
his return (he' was defirous of making 
ufe of the opportunity which, if miffed, 
might never occur again with equal ad- 
vantages, of reading feleft paffages of 
our poets in company with an Englifh- 
man of uncommon tafte and capacity. 

This propofal ncccffarily led to a more 
frequent intercourfe. When count Mai- 
vefi returned, he found Mr. Falkland 
cftablifhed almoft as an inmate of the 
Pifani palace. His mind could not fail 
to be ftruck with the criticalnefs of the 
fituation. He was perhaps fecretly con- 
fcious that the qualifications of the Eng- . 

lifhman 
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Mitnzn'Vfcrt fuperior to h^own, and he 
trembled for the progrefs that each of 
them mighty have made in the afiedion 
of the other, even before they were aware 
0f the danger. He believed that the 
match was in every refpeft fuch as to 
flatter the ambition of Mr. Falkland, 
a»d he was ftung even to madnefs by the 
idea of being deprived of the objeft 
deareft to his heart by this infolent up- 
ftart. 

He had however a fufficient fhare of 
<3ifcretion to go firft to demand an expla- 
nation of lady Lucretia. She in the 
gaiety of her heart trifled with his anx- 
iety. His patience was already exhauft- 
ed, and he proceeded in his export ula- 
tion in language that it was by no means 
poflible for her 4:0 endure with apathy. 
Lady Lueretia had always been accuf- 
tomed to' deference and fubmiflion ; and 
having got over fomething like terror 
that was at firft infpired by the imperi-- 

C 2 ous 
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ous manner 'in which (he was nowcatt- 
chifcd, her next feeling was that of the 
warmeft refentment. She difdained to 
fatisfy fo infolent a queftioncr, and even 
indulged herfelt in feme oblique hints 
calculated to ftrengthen ,his fufpicions. 
For fome time fhe defcribed his folly and 
..prefumption in terms of the moft ludi- 
crous farcafm, and then fuddenly chang- 
ing her ftyle, bid him never let her fee 
him more except upon a footing, of the 
moft diftant acquaintance, as fhe was de- 
terminea never again to fubjedl herfelf 
.to fo ujiworthy and inexcufable a treat- 
ment. She was happy that he had at 
length difclofed to her his true charafter, 
and would well know how to profit of 
her prefenr experience to avoid a repeti- 
tion of the fame danger. All this pafled 
in tht full career of the paffions on both 
fides, and lady Lucretia had no time to 
rcfleft what might be the confcquence of 
having thus exafperated her lover. 

Count 
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Count Malvefi left her in all the tor- 
ments of hell. He believed that this 
was a premeditated fcene to find a pre- 
tence for breaking off an engagement 
that was alre|dy all but concluded •, or 
rather his mind was racked with a thou- 
fand conjeftures, he alternately thought 
that the injuftice might be hers or his 
own, and he quarrelled with lady Lu- 
cretia, himfelf and all the world. In this 
tetnper of mind he haftened to the hotel 
of the Englilh cavalier. The moment 
of expoftulation was now over, and he^ 
found himfelf irrefilHbly impelled to juf- 
tiFy his precipitate conduft with the 
lady, by taking for granted that the 
profperous amours of Falkland were be-' 
yond the reach of doubt. 

Mr. Falkland was at home. The 
firft words of the count were an abrupt 
accufation of duplicity in the affair of 
la4y Lucrecia, and a challenge. The 
Engliftiman had an unaffefted cftcem for' 
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Malvefi, who was in reality a msin of 
confiderable merit, and who had bcea 

one of-Mr. Falkland's earlieft Italian ac* 
quaintance, they having originally met 
at Milan. But more than this, the poffw 
ble confequences of a duel in the prefenc 
inftance burft %)pon his mind. He had 
the warmeft admiration for lady Lucre- 
tia, though his feelings were not thofc of. 
a lover : and he knew that, however 
her haughtinefs might endeavour to diU 
guife it, (he was imprefled with a tender 
regard for count Malvefi. He could: 
not bear to think that any mifcondud of 
his fliould interrupt the profpeias of fo 
deferving^ a pair. Guided by thefe fen-. 
timents ,hc endeavoured to expoftulate 
with the Italian. But all his attempts in 
this refoed were ineffeftual. His anta- 
gonift was drunk with choler, and would 
not Iftcn to a word that tended to check 
the impetuofity of his thoughts. He 
traverfed the room with perturbed' fteps, 

and 
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and even foamed with anguifli and fury. 
Mr. Falkland, finding that every thing 
elfe was to no purpofc, told the count 
that, if he would return tomorrow at the 
fame hour, he would attend him to any 
fcene of aftion he would think proper.to 

fcled. 

From count Malvefi Mr, Falkland 
immediately proceeded ^to the palace of 
Pifani. Here he found a confiderable 
difficulty in appeafmg the indignation of, 
lady Lucretia. Honour forbad him to 
difclofe the cartel he had received, though 
he was fecretly determined never to draw 
his fword in the prefent quarrel ; other- 
wife that difclofure would immediately 
have operated as the ftrongeft motive 
with this difdainful beauty. But, though 
ihe feared a fimilar defiance, yet the 
vague apprehenfion • was not ftrong 
enough to induce her without qualifi- 
cation to furrender all ftatelinefs of her 
refentment. Mr. Falkland however drew ' 
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fo interefting a pifture of the difturbancc 
of count Malvefi*s mind, and accounted 
in fo flattering a manner for the aBrupt- 
nefs of his conduft, that this, together 
with the arguments he adduced, com- 
pleted the cbnqueft of lady Lucretia's 
rcfentment. Having thus far accom- 
pliihed his pwpofe, he proceeded to dif- 
clofe to her every thing that had pafled. 
The next day count Malvefi appeared, 
punftual to his appointment, at Mr. 
Falkland's hotel. Mr. Falkland came 
to the door to receive him, but requefted 
him to enter the houfe for a moment, as 
he had ftill an affair of three minutes 53 
difpatch. They proceeded to a parlour. 
Here Mr. Falkland left him, and. pre- 
fently returned leading in lady Lucr-etia 
herfclf, adorned in all her charms, and 
thofe charms heightened upon the prefent 
occafion with a confcioufnefs of the fpi- 
xited and geaerous condcfcenfion (he now 
exerted. Mr. Falkland led her up to 

the 
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the aftoniflied count ^ and (he, gently 
laying her hand upon the arm of her 
lover, exclaimed with the moft attraf^ive 
grace, Will you allow me to retraft the 
precipitate haughtinefs into which I was 
betrayed ? The enraptured count, fcarccly 
able to believe his fenfes, threw himfelf 
upon his knees before her, and ftammered 
out a reply, fignifying that the precipi- 
tation had been all his own, that he only 
had any forgivenefs to demand, and, 
though they might pardon, he could 
could never pardon himfelf for the facri- 
lege he had committed againft her and 
this god-like Engliihman. As foon as 
the firft tumults of his joy were fubfided, 
Mr. Falkland addrefled him thus : 

*' Count Malvefi, 1 feel the utmoft plea* 
fure in having thus by peaceful means 
difarmed your refentmcnt, and efFedted 
your happinefs. But I muft confefs you 
put me^to a fevere trial. My temper is 
notlefs impetuous and fiery than your own, 
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and it is not at all times that I fhould 
have been thus able to fubdue it. But 

V 

f 

I confidered that in reality the original 
blame was mine. Though your fufpi- 
cionwas groundltfs, it was not abfurd. 
We have been trifling too itiuch in the 
face of danger. I ought not, unde? the 
prefent weaknefs of our nature and forms 
of fociety, to have been fo affiduous in 
my attendance upon this enchanting 
woman. It would have been little won- 
der, if, having fo many opportunities, 
and playing the preceptor with her as I 
have done, I had been entangled before 
I was aware, and harboured a wifli which 
I might not afterwards have had the 
courage to fubdue. I owed you an 
atonement for this imprudence. 

" But the laws of honour are inthc ut- 
moft degree rigid, and there was rcafon to 
fear that, however anxious I were to he 
your friend, I might be obliged to be 
your murderer. Fortunately the rcpiita- 

tiott 
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tlon of my courage is fufficicntly eftablilh- 
ed,not toexpofe it to any impeachment by 
my declining your prefent defiance. It 
was lucky however that in our interview.: 
of yefterday you found me alonf, ajidr 
that accideht by that means threw thfe- 
management c^ the affair entirely into 
my difpofaL If the tranfadtion Ihould 
become- known, the concluGon will* now* 
become knowQ alojog with the^ provo*- 
cation, and I am fati${ied. But, if thd^ 
challenge had been public, the proofs • I 
had formerly given of my courage would . 
not have excufed my prefent moderation ^ 
and, though defirous to have avoided the 
combat, it would-not have been in my 
power. ' Let us hence each of us learn 
to avoid hafte and indifcretion,. the con- 
fequences of which may be inexpiable 
but with blood •, and may heaven bltfs 
you in a confort of whom I deem you 
every way worthy !" 
1 have already faid that this was by na^. 

C 6 . ^ means. 
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means the only inftance in the courfe of 
his travels in which Mr. Falkland ac- 
quitted himfclf in the moft brilliant 
manner as a man of gallantry and vir-- 
tue. He continued abroad during fevc- 
ral years, every one of which brought 
ibme fre(h acceflion to the eHimation in 
which he was held, as well as to his own 
impatience of ftain or difhonour. At 
length he thought proper to return to 
England, with the intention of fpending 
the reft of his days at the reiidence of. 
his anceftors. 
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CHAP. III. 

£ ROM the moment of his taking a 
ilcp like this, diftated as it probably ^as 
by aaunafFefted principle of duty, his mis- 
fortunes took their commencement. All 
I have farther to ftate of his hiftory is one 
uninterrupted perfecution of a malignant, 
deftiny, a ieries of adventures which 
fcemed to take their rife in various acci- « 
dents, but pointing to one termination. 
Him they overwhelmed with an anguilh 
he was of all others leaft qualified to 
bear; and thfefe waters of bitternefs, 
extending beyond him, poured their 
deadly venom upon others, I myfelf being 
the moft unfortunate of their vidims. 

The perfon in whom thefe calamities 
principally originated, was Mr. Falk- 
land's neareft neighbour, a man of eftate 

equal 
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equal to his own, by name, ^rnabad 
Tyrrel. This man one might at firft 
have fuppofcd of all others kaft quali- 
fied from inftruftion, or inclined by the 
habits of his life, to interfere with aaci 
difturb the enjoyments of a- 6iind ! fa 
richly endowed as that of Mr. Falkland^ 
Mr. Tyrrel might have paffed for a true^ 
model of the Englifli fquire. He was. 
very early left under' the tuition^ of hisi 
mother, a woman of very narrow capa- 
city, and who had no other child. This, 
mother feemed to think that there was.--^ 
nothing in the world fo precious isiiier: 
hopeful Barnabas. Every thing muSk. 
give way to his accommodation and ad*, 
vantage j every one muft yield the moSt 
fervile obedience^ to his commands. He> 
muft not be teafcd or reftrifted by. any' > 
forms of inttruftion *, and of confequenee 
bis proficiency even in the arts of 'writ- 
ing and reading was extremely flerider. ' 
From his birth he was mufcular and* 

fturdy jj 
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ftbrdy ; and, confined to the ntelk of hi* 
mother, he mademuch fuch a figure as the 
whelp-lion that a barbatian might hav* 
given fora la'p*dog tO' his miftrefs. Bat 
he ibon broke loofe from tKefe tramfnelii^ 
and formed an acquaintance with, thd^ 
groom and the game-keepep. Under t^bii^ 
mftru&ion he proved as ready ^ dcholar 
as he had been indocile and reftiVe to 
the pedant ^>ho held the ofiico of his 
tutor. It- was now evident that his fmall 
proficiency in literature was by no meanly 
to be afcribed to want of capacity. He 
difcovercd no contemptible fagacity and 
quick-wittcdnefs in the fcicnce of horfe* 
flelh, and was eminently expert ia the 
arts of fhootrng^ ii(hing and. hunting; 
JWoT did he confine himfcif' to thefe, but 
added the theory and pnaftice of boxing,, 
cudgel-play and quarter-ftafF. Thefe 
eaocrcifes added tenfold robuftnefs and 
vigour to his former qtialificatians. Hii 
Ipatum^ when gpowhj was fomewhattiiore 

than 
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than fix feet, and his form might have been 
feledted by . a painter as a model for that 
hero of antiquity, whoft prowefs confided 
in felling an ox , with his fid, and then 
devouring him at a meal. Confcious of 
his advantage in this refpeft, he was in* 
fupportably arrogant, tyrannical to his 
inferiors, and infolent to his equals. The 
aftivity of his mind, being diverted from 
the genuine field of utility and diftindion, 
ihowed itfelf in the rude tricks of an 
overgrown lubber. Here, as in aU his 
other qualifications, he rofe above his 
competitors ; and, if it had been poffible 
to overlook the callous and unrelenting 
difpofitipn ;n which they were generated^ 
you would not have denied your ap- 
plaufe to the invention thefe freaks dif-» 
played, and the rough, farcadic wit with 
which they were accompanied. 

Mr. Tyrrel was by no means inclined 
to permit thefe extraordinary merits to 
reft in oblivion. There was a weekly 

affembly 
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aflcmbly at the neareft market- town, the 
refort of all the rural gentry. Here he 
had hitherto figured to the greateft ad- 
vantage, as grand mailer of the coterie^ 
no one among them having an equal 
fliare of opulence, and the majority, 
though ftill pretending to the rank of 
gentry, greatly his inferiors 'in this effcn- 
tial article. The young men in this circle 
looked up to this infolent bafliaw with 
timid refpedt, confcious of the compa- 
rative eminence that unqueftionably be- 
longed to the powers of his mind ; and 
he well knew hovv to maintain his rank 
with an inflexible hand. Frequently 
indeed he relaxed his features, and af- 
fumed a temporary appearance of affa* 
blenefs and familiarity *, but they found 
by experience, that, if any one, encou- 
raged by his condefcenfion, forgot the 
deference which Mr. Tyrrel confidered 
as his due, he was foon taught to repent 
liis prefumption. It was a tyger that 

thought ' 
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thought proper to toy with a moufe, the 
little animal every moment in danger of 
being crulhed by the fangs of his fero- 
cious affociate. As Mr. Tyrrel had a 
confiderable copioufnefs of fpeech and a 
rich but undifciplined imagination, he 
was always fure of an audience. His 
neighbours crowded round, and joined i« 
the ready laugh, partly from obfequiouf* 
nefs, and partly from unfeigned admira^ 
tion. It frequently happened howe\rcr 
that In the midft of his good humour a 
charafteriftic refinement of tyranny would, 
fuggeft itfelf to his mind. When his. 
fubjefts, encouraged by his familiarity^ 
had difcarded their precaution, the way- 
ward fit would feize him, a fudden cloud 
overfpread his brow, his voice transform 
from the pleafant to the terrible, and a 
quarrel of a ftraw immediately enfue with 
the firft man whofe face he did not like* 
The pleafure that rcfultcd to others from 
the exuberant Tallies of his imagination* 

waa- 
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was therefore not unalloyed with fudden 
qualms of apprehenfion and terror. It 
may be believed 'that this defpotifm did 
not gain its final afcendancy without 
being contefted in the outfet. But all 
oppofition had been quelled with a high 
hand by this rural Antseus. By the zC- 
cendancy of his fortune, and his charac«» 
ter among his neighbours, he always 
reduced his adverfary to the neceffity of 
encountering him at his own weapons^^ 
and did. not difmifs him without making 
him feel his prefumption through every- 
joini: in his frame. The tyranny of Mr.. 
Tyrrcl wouW, not have been fo patiently- 
endured^ had not his colloquial accom- 
pUQiments pierpetually con:ie in aid of 

j that authority which his rank and prow- 

r efs originally obtained. 

The fituation of our fquire with the 
fair was ftill more enviable than that 
which he maintained among perfons of 
his own fex. Every mother taught her 

daughter 
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daughter to confider the hand of Mr. 
Tyrrei as the higheft objeft of her ambi- 
tion. Every daughter regarded his ath- 
letic form and his acknowledged proweft 
with a favourable eye. As no man was 
adventurous enough to contefl: his fupe- 
riority, fo hardly any woman in this pro- 
vincial circle would have fcrupled to pre- 
fer his addreflcs to thofe of any other 
admirer. His boift.erous wit had [pecu- 
liar charms for them ; and there was no 
fpedtaclc more flattering to their vanity 
than the feeing this Hercules exchange 
his club for a , diftaff. It was pleafing 
to them to confider that the fangs of this 
wild beaft, the very idea of which itifpi- 
red trepidation into the boldeft hearts, 
might be played with by them with the 
utmoft fecurity. 

, The arrival of Mr. Falkland gave a 
dreadful fhock to the authority of Mr. 
Tyrrei. The difpofition of the former 
by no means inclined him to. withhold 

himfelf 
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blmfelf from fcenes of fafhionable refort ^ 
and he and his competitor were like two 
ftars fated never to appear at once above 
the horizon. The advantages that Mr, 
Falkland pofiefTed in the comparifon are 
palpable; and, had it been otherwiie, 
the fubjefts of his ruftic neighbour were 
fufficiently difpofed to revolt againft his 
mercilefs dominion. They, had hither- 
to fubmitced not from love, but fear; 
and, if they had not a6kually rebelled, it 
was only for want of a leader. Even 
the ladies regarded Mr, Falkland with 
particular complacence. His poliihed 
manners were admirably in unifon with 
feminine delicacy. The Tallies of his 
wit were far beyond thofe of Mr. Tyrrel 
in variety and vigour-, in addition to 
which they had the advantage of having 
their fpontane )us exuberance guided and 
reftrained by the fagacity of a cultivated 
mind. The graces of his perfon were 
enhanced, by the elegance of his deport- 
ment } 
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cment; «nd the benevolence and libera- 
lity of his temper were upon all occalions 
coinfpicuous. It was common indeed to 
Mr, Tyrrel together with Mr* Falkland to 
be Mttle acceffible to ientimems of awk^ 
,wardnefs and confufion. But for this 
Mr. Tyrrel was indebted to a felf-fatis- 
fied effrontery and a boifterous and over- 
bearing elocution by which he was ac- 
cuftomed to difcomfit his aifailantS} 
while Mr. Falkland, with great ingenu- 
ity and candour of mind, was enabled, 
by his extenfive knowledge of the world 
and acquaintance with his own refources, 
to perceive almoft inftantaneoufly the 
proceeding it moft . became him to 
adopt. 

Mr. Tyrrel contemplated the progrefs 
of his rival with uneafinefs and aver- 
fion. He often commented upon it to 
•his particular confidents as a thing alto- 
gether inconceivable. Mr. Falkland he 
defcribed as an animal that was beneath 

contempt. 
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contempt. Diminutive and dwarfifli in 
his form, he Wanted to fet up a new ftan- 
dard of human nature adapted to his 
own miferable condition. He wiflied to 
perfuade people that the human fpecies 
were made to be nailed to a chair, and to 
pore over books. He would have them 
exchange thofe robuft exercifes which 
made us joyous jn the performance and 
vigorous in the confequences, for the 
wife labour of fcratchjng our heads for 
a rhyme and counting our fingers for a 
verfe. Monkeys were as good men as 
thefe, A nation of fuch animals would 
have no chance with a fingle regiment 
of the old Englilh votaries of beef and 
pudding. For his own part he never 
faw any thing come of learning but to 
make people foppifh and impertinent; 
ajid a fenfible man would not wifh any 
worfe calamity to the enemies of his na- 
tion than to fee them run mad after fuch 
. pernicious abfurdities. It was impoffi- 

ble 
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ble that people could ferioully feel anjr i 
liking for fuch a ridiculous piece of 
goods as this outlandifh, foreign-made 
Englifhman. But he knew very well 
how it was; it was all a miferable piece 
of mummery that was played only in fpite 
to him. But God for ever blaft his 
foul, if he were not bitterly revenged 
upon them all ! 

If fuch were the fentiments of Mr. 
Tyrrel, his patience found ample exer- 
cife in the language which was held by 
the reft of his neighbours on the fame 
fubje6t. While he faw nothing in Mr. 
Falkland but matter for contempt, they 
appeared to be never weary of recount- 
ing his praifes. Such dignity, fuch af- 
fability, fo perpetual an attention, to the 
happinefs of others, fuch delicacy of fen- 
timent and expreffion ! Learned without 
oftentation, refined without foppery, ele- 
gant wi thou c effeminacy! Perpetually anx- 
ious to prevent his fuperiprity either in^ 

wealth 
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ivealth or accomplifhments from being 
painfully felt, it was felt fo much the 
*more certainly, atid excited congratula- 
tion inftead of envy in the fpedator. It 
is hardly necefTary to remark that the 
revolution in this cafe belongs to one of 
thd moft obvious features of the human 
mind. The cudeft exhibition of art. is 
at firft admired ; till a nobler is pre- 
sented, and we are taught to wonder at 
the facility, with' which before we had 
been facisfied. Mr. Tyrrel thought there 
would be no end to the commendation *; 
and expcded when their comh^on ac- 
quaintance would fall down and adore 
him. The moft inadvertent expreffion 
-of applaufe towards his rival inflicted 
upon him the torment of demons. He 
writhed with agony, his features became 
diftorted, and :liis .looks infpired terror. 
Such {\x£Stvmg would probably have 
foured the kindeft temper; what muft 
Vol. I. D /have 
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havcljccii its cflfeft upon Mr. Tyrrers,. 
'always fierce, unreknting and abrupt i 

The advantages of Mr. Falkland ieem* 
ed by no means to diminiih with tbek 
novelty. Every new fufFerer from Mr. 
jTyrrers tyranny immediately went over 
to the flandard of his adverfary. The 
ladies, though treated by their ntSac 
fwain wich more gentlenefs than die men, 
were occafionaOy expofed to his capri- 
cioufnefs and infoknce. They could 
not help remarking the contraft be*: 
tween thefe two leaders in the fields of 
Venus, the one of whom paid no atten^ 
tion to any one's pleafure but his owiH 
^hile the other feemed all good humour 
and benevolence. It was in vain that 
Mr. Tyrrel endeavoured to retrain the 
ruggednefs of his character. His mo- 
tive was impatience, his thoughts were 
gloomy, and his courtlhip was like the 
pawings of an elephant. It appeared ss 
if his temper were more human while 
2 he 
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he bad indulged it in its free bent, than 
now that he fuUenly endeavoured to put 
fetters upon its excefles. 

Among the ladies of the village af« 
iembly already mentiontd there was none 
that feemed to engage more of the kind- 
aels of Mn Tyrrel than mifs Harding* 
ham. She was alfo one of the few that 
had not yet gone over to the enemy^ 
either becaufe fhe really preferred the 
gentleman who was her oldeft acquaint.* 
anoe, or conceiving from calculation 
that this condud would beft infure fuc* 
ccTs to her objed in a hulbaiKl. One 
day however * fhe thought proper, |^o- 
bably only by way of temporary experi- 
flient, to ibow Mr. Tyrrel that (he could 
e&gage in hoftilitics, if he (bouldacany 
time give her fufficient provocation.' 
She accordingly fo adjuited her manoeu-: 
vres as to be engaged by Mr. . Falkland 
as his partner for the dance of the even- 
ing, though without the fmalleft inten-* 
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tion on the part of that gentleman of 
giving offence to his country neighbour. 

A ihort time before the dances began, 
Mr. Tyrrcl went up to his fair innatoo- 
rata^ and enteh»l insa fome triflkig 
converfation with i^r to fili/up tbe 
time, as intending in a few. thino^s tQ 
kad her fonvard to the ficid; - He kgd 
accuftomed. himfelf to negleft the cere- 
mony of foHciting beforehand arpfo* 
mife in his £avour, as .not fuppofingic 
poJlible that any one fliould dare tojdif- 
pute ivis beheft^ y' asidf had it Jbeen otber.^ 
wife, he would have thought the fornJa- 
lity unncceflary lA this c^, his general 
preference to - mifs JFiardinghajoi being 
fufficiently notorious: . i : t 

While, .he:, wiis . ttms fen^aged, Mr. 
Falkland came up. Mr. Tyrrel always 
regarded him with av^rf^Qn-^^ndlo^^^ 
ing. Mr. Falkland how€vei<^flidedl in a 
graceful and unafFedled minner into the 
converfation that was already bi^gun, and 

the 
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tfce well-meaning ingeriuQufnefs of* his 
marvner wis foci^ as might for the time 
have difarraied the devil of his malice. 
Mr/Tyrml probably conceived that his 
accofting mifs' Hardiogham might be 
only an accideBtal piece of general ce- 
remony,; . and -Cxpe<5ted ^very moment 
when he would withdraw to another 
part of the room. Still he ftaid, as iC 
determined to tire out the patience of 
the ruftic. 

The company., now began to be in 
motion for the dartte, and Mr, Falkland 
informed mifs Hardingbam that it wa3 
time to advance. — Sir, interrupted Mr, 
Tyrrrf ' abruptly^ that lady is . my part- 
ner.— I think not, fir : I apprehend the 
lady hasdone me that favour, and I am very, 
fare fhe has not promifed herfelf to both. 
—I tell you, fir, (he is mine : I pretend 
to think that I have fome intereft in 
that lady's afFeftions ; and I will fufFer 
AO man to intrude upon my claims. — > 

D3 The 
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The lady's affedions are not the fubjelk 
of the prefent queftion.— And pray, what 
is the fubjeft ? Obferve, fir, I will not 
recede.— Mr. Tyrrel, there is no need of 
altercation in the prefent bufinefs : the 
niafter of the ceremonies is the proper 
5>erfon to decide- and, as neither of us 
can intend tp difturb the good humour 
pf the aflembly, or exhibit our valoiir 
before the ladies, we fhall either of UJ 
chearfully fubmit to his verdrft.— 
Damn me, fir, if I undcrftand-^Softly, 
Mr. Tyrrel. It really is not worth the 
while of either of us to quarrel about a 
queilion that the forms of good com- 
pany have long ago decided. I intends 
ed you no offence. But, fir, I fliall be 
refolute fn aflerting that to which I have 
once acquired a claim. And you will 
pleafe to obferve that it is not my cuf* 
torn to fubmit to any unbecoming liber- 
ties. 

Mr. Falkland uttered thefe words 

with 
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with the moft even temper in the world. 
There was not in his manner the flighty 
eft appearance of defiance. The word^^ 
delivered with a certain tone, might 
have had the appearance of an affront. 
But they were uttered with the tone of a 
remonftrance, calm, unalTuming, and be* 
ncvolent without being contemptuous* 
Mifs Hardingham had begun to repent 
of her experiment, but her alarm was 
fuddenly quieted by the irrefiftible com* 
pofure of her 6ew partner. Mr. Tyrrel 
Walked away without anfwering a word. 
Hie muttered curies as he went, which the 
laws of honour did not oblige Mr. Falk- 
land to overhear, and which indeed it 
would have been no eafy tafk to have 
overheard with accuracy. Mr. Tyrrel 
would not perhaps have fo eafily given 
up his point, had not his own good 
fenfe prefently taught him that, how- 
ever eager he might be for revenge, this 
was not the ground he fliould deiire to 
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occupy. Add to this, that unaccuftom- 
cd.as he was to flrenuous oppofition, he 
was lefs prepaijcd inftantaneoufly to en- 
counter it ; and indeed there was fome*- 
thing in Mr. Falkland's manner that ex- 
torted aflent for the prefent, hpwever 
prejudice might reafTume its dominion., 
But, though Mr. Tyrrel could not 
openly refent this rebellion againft his 
authority, he brooded over it ii> th< r^% 
ce^es of a malignant mind i and it wa3i 
evident enough that he was accumulate 
ing materials for a bitter account, to 
which he trufted that his advcrfary fbould 
one day be brought^ 
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CHAP. IV. 

X HIS was only one out of innumer- 
able inftances that every day feemed to 
enlarge, o£ petty niortifications which 
Mr. Tyrrei was dcftincd to endure oa 
the part of Mr, Falkland. In every 
one of them Mr. Falkland conducted 
hunfelf with fuch propriety and uxiaf* 
fefted mildnefs, as perpetually to make 
ibme addition to the (lock of his repud- 
iation. The nK>re Mr. Tyrrei ftrug- 
gled with his misfortune, the more corv- 
%icuous and inveterate it became, A 
liioufand times he curfed his (tars,, which 
took, as he apprehended, a malicious 
pkafure in making Mr.. Falkland, at 
every t\irn the infltrumexit of his humi- 
liatioii. Smarting as he wai& under ^ 
fucceBloa of untoward events, he ap- 
peared to Sid ia the mofi: exqui&oe maf>^ 
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xier the diftinftions paid to his adver« 
^ly, even in thofe particulars to which 
he had not the flighted preteniions. An 
inftance of this fpeedily occurred. 

Mrl Clare, a poet whofe works haVc 
done immortal honour to the country 
that produced him, had lately retiitd, 
after a life fpent in the fublimcft efforts 
of genius, to enjoy the produce of his 
economy and the reputation he had ac- 
quired, in this very neighbourhood. 
Such an inmate was looked up to by 
the country gentlemen with a degree 
of adoration. They felt a confcious 
pride in recollecting that the boaft 
of England was a native of their vici- 
nity, and they were by no means dcfi» 
cient in gratitude to him, when they faw 
him who had left them an adventurer, 
return into the midft of them in the clofe 
of his days crowned with honours and 
opulence. The reader is acquainted 
with his works y he has pr6bably dwek 

upoft 



V" 



CALEB WILLIAMS. S9 

Upon them with tranfport ; and I need not 
remind him of their excellence. But he 
is perhaps z ftranger to his perfonal qua-^ 
lifications. He does not know that his 
produdions were fcarcely more admir* 
able than his converfation. In company 
he feemed to be the only perfoh igno- 
rant of the greatnefs of nis fame. To 
the world his writings will long remain 
a kind of fpecimen of what the human 
mind is capable of performing •, but no 
itian perceived their defeds fo acutely as 
he, or faw fo diftindly how much yet re- 
roaihed to be efFefted. He alone ap- 
peared to look upon his works with fu- 
periority and indifference. One of the 
features that moft eminently diftinguiih- 
cd him was a perpetual fuavity of man- 
ners, a comprchenlivenels of mind, that 
regarded the error3 of others without a 
particle of refentment, and made it im- 
poflible for any one to be his enemy. 
He pointed out to men their miftakea 
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franknefs and unreferve:, his remon* 
ftrances produced aftonifliment and con- 
vidlion^ but without uneafkiefs to the 
party to whom they were addreflcd : they 
felt the inftrutnerit that was employed to 
corredl: their irregularities, but it never 
mangled what it was intended to heal. 
Such were the moral qualities that dif- 
tinguifhed him among his acquaintance. 
The incelleftual accomplifhn^nls he 
ediibited were principally a tranquil 
and mild enthuHafm, and a richnefs of 
conception that didlated fpontaneoufly 
to his tongue, and flowed with fo much . 
eafe, that it was only by retrofpe<Et you 
could be made aware of the amazing 
variety of ideas that had been pre* 
fented. 

Mr. Clare certainly found few men In 
this remote fituation that were capable of 
participating in his ideas and^amufements* 
It has .not fddom been the weaknefs of 
great men to fly to folitude, and con- 
6 vcrfe 
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verfe with yi^}ods * and groves, rather. 
^ than with a circle of ftrong and com'-^. 
prehenfive minds like their own. Frono 
the moment of Mr. Falkland's arrival 
in the neighbourhood Mr. Clare diftin--. 
guilhed him in the moft flattering man<* 
ner. To fo penetrating a genius there: 
was no need of long experience and pa- 
tient obfervation to difcover the merits 
and .defe<5ls of any chara(5ter that prefenc-- 
ed itfelf. The foundations of his judg- 
. ment had long (ince been accumula- 
ted, and at the clofe of fo illuflrious a 
life he might almofl be/aid to fee through, 
nature at a glance. What wonder that 
he took fome intereft in a mind in a cer- 
tain degree congenial with his own ? But 
to Mr. Tyrrel's difcafed imagination 
every diftinftion beftowed on another 
feemed to he ^xprefsly intended as an 
infult to him. On the other hand Mr^. 
Clare^ though gentle and benevolent in 

his rcmonftranccs t7 * ^^^-^ rfri^ made 
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the taking of offence impo03ble^ wa$ bf 
no means parfimonious of praife, or floff 
CO make ufe of the deference that was 
paid him, for the purpofe of doing juf- 
tice to merit. The pain which Mr. 
Tyrrel endured from this circumftance 
in the prefent inftance was extreme. 

It happened at one of thofe public 
meetings at which Mr. Falkland and 
Mr. Tyrrel were prefentj that the con- 
vcrfation, in one of the moft numerous 
knots into which the company was 
broken, turned upon the poetical talents 
of the former. A lady, who was prefent, 
and was diftinguifhed for the acutenefs of 
her underftanding, faid, (he had been 
favoured with the fight of a poem he 
had jull written, entitled, an Ode to the 
Genius of Chivalry, which appeared to 
Jier of exquifite merit. The curiofity 
cf the company was immediately ex- 
cited, and the lady added, fhe had a 
copy in her pocket, which would be very 

much 
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much at their fervice, provided its being 
thus produced would not' be difagreo^ 
able to the author. The whole cirde 
immediately intreated Mr. Falkland to 
comply with their wilhes, and Mr. Clare, 
who was one of the company, inforced 
their petition. Nothing gave this gentle* 
man fo much pleafure as to have an oppor- 
tunity of witneiling and doing juftice to 
the exhibition of intelleftual excellence. 
Mr. Falkland had no falfe modefty or 
aSe£fcation, and therefore readily yielded 
his confent. If their kindnefs led them 
to cxpcdk too much, the lofs, he &id, was 
theirs. What he ought moft to defire 
was to be fet right, and he hoped he 
had fortitude enough tranquilly to abide 
the vcrdidt of juftice. 

Mr. Tyrrel accidentally fat at the ex- 
tremity of this circle. It cannot be fup- 
poled that the turn the converfation had 
taken was by any means agreeable to 
him. He feemed to wiih to withdraw 

himfclf. 
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.power that aji.,k i^<^€„by,fjTCfe»ptn?e«E 
4ie€ained him in. his place^ and made him 
^Oi^nt to drioi;' to the dregs the bitccir 
potion which envy had prepared for him* 
The poem was read, to the reft of the 
company by Mr, Clare, whofc. elocutioo 
was fcarcely inferior to his other accom- 
pliihnients. Simplicity, difcriminatioQ 
and energy conftantly attended him in the 
oA of reading,a^d itis not eafy. to conceive 
a more refined delight than fell to the lot of 
thofe who had the good fortune to he his 
auditors. The beauties of Mr. Falk- 
land's poem were accordii^ly exhibited 
w|th eye^ry ia4vantage. The fucceflive 
p^ons of the authdr were communir 
cated to the reader. Every word was 
imprefied with its true value, and none 
was brought forward with difproportioo^ 
pd and elaborate emphafis. The piftuije^ 
cpnjurcd up by the creative faacy of the 
poet were placed full to view> ^t one tnne 
. . over* 
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overwhelming the foul with fuperfticioutf 
awe, and at another tranfporting it with? 
luxuriant beauty. 

The charadler of the hearers upon thirf 
occafi6n has already been defcribcd** 
They were for the moft part plain, un-^ 
lettered, and of little refinement. Poetry* ' 
in general they read, when read at aH,^ 
from the mere force of imitation and 
with few fenfetions of pleafure ; but th» 
poem had a peculiar vein of glowing 
infpiration. This ' very poeni wotdd pro^ 
bably have been fcen by many of thent 
with little effcft; but the rhetoric of Mr. 
Clare carried it home to the heart. He 
ended : and, as the couritenanceis of his 
auditors had before gbne along with the 
paflions of the compofition, fo now they' 
emulated each other in giving language 
to their approbation. They were fur-? 
prifcd into a fort of applaufe to which 
they were little accuflximed. Oncfpoke; 
and another followed by a* -fort of uncon-^ 

trolablQ 
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tfx>lable impulie; and the rude and 
broken manner of their commendations 
rendered them the more fingular and re- 
markable. But what was leaft to be 
endured was. the behaviour of Mr, Clare. 
He returned the manufcript to the lady 
from whom he had received ir» and then 
turning to Mr. Falkland faid with em- 
phafis and animation : Why, this is wellj, 
{in It is of the right ftamp i none of 
your hard elTays ftrained from the nine' 
fold labour of a pedant, orof jyour paf* 
^ral ditties moft difmally diftreffed in 
fearch of a meaning. We want fuoh 
people as you. But remember, young 
man, the mufe was not given to add new 
refinements to idlenefs, but for the deli- 
verance of the world. 

A moment after Mr. Clare had thu^ 
CXptefled himfelf, he quitted his feat, 
and with Mr. Falkland and two or three 
more withdrew. As foon as they were 
gone, Mr. Tyrrcl cdgpd farther into the 

circle. 
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circle. He had fat filent fo long that he 
feenied ready to burft with gall and indig- 
nation. Mighty pretty verfes, faid he, 
half talking to himfelf, and not addreffing 
SiTY particular perfon: why, aye» the 
verfes are well enough. Damnation I I 
ihould like to know what a (hip-load of 
iuch ftuflf is good for. 

Why, furely, faid the lady who had 
introduced Mr. Falkland's ode on the 
prefent occalion, you muft allow that 
poetry is a very agreeable and elegant 
amufement. 

Elegant, quotha ! — Why, look at this 
Falkland { A puny bit of a thing ! In 
the devil's name, madam, do you think 
he would write poetry if he could do any 
thing better ? 

The converfation did not ftop here. 
The lady expoftulated. Several other 
perfons, frefh from the fenfation they had 
felt, put in their Ihare. Mr. Tyrrel 

grew more violent in his inveftives, and 

found 



fS . ADTENTITRJSS 09 

found eafc in uttering them. The per* 
fohs who were able in any degree to check 
his vehemence were withdrawn. One 
^eaker after- another ihrunk back into 
filencc, too tibrid to bpppfe, or toojn'^ 
lerit to contend with the fiercenefs d Idt 
paffion. He. found the appearance of bii 
old afcendancy ; but he felt its deceitful- 
heis and uncertainty, and was gloomily 
dfiTatisfied. 

In his return from this aflcmbly he was 
accdmpaiiied by a young man whom fimi* 
litude of manners had rendered one dF 
liis principal confidents, and whofe road 
home, was in part the fame as his own. 
One would have thought that Mr. Tyrrd 
had fuiBciently vented his fpleen in the 
dialogue he had juft been holding with the 
lady and her aflbciates. But he was unable 
to difmifs from his recolleftion the angujA 
he had endured. Damn Falkland ! faid he. 
What a pitiful fcoundrd is here to make 
all this buftk about! But women and 

fools 
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fools always will be fools ; there^ is no . 
help for that ! Thole that fet them on 
have moft to anfwer for ; and moft of 
all Mr. Clare. He is a man tluft ought 
to know fomething of the world, and 
paft being duped by gewgaws and.tinfel. 
He Teemed too to have fame ienfe of juf- 
tice : I (hould not have fufpeded hitn of 
hallooing to a cry of mongrels without 
honeflyor reafon/ ^t the world is all 
alike^ . Thofe that teem better tftan' 
uMp neighbours- arc^ only mor<; artful. 
They mean the fame thing, though they 
tajcc a different ibad/ He deceived ^0 
fof a while, but at is all out now. • They 
are the.makers of ajl the rtiifchieft Fools 
might blunder, but tbiy would not pen- 
fift, if people thatr ought' to fet them 
right, did not eheouf^g& them »to gor 

wrong. ^ i ; 

A few days afi» this .adventure Mr., 
Tyrrei was furprifcd ta receive a vifir 
fiom Mr. Falkland. It was the firfl: that 

had 
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bad ever pa0ed, they having never before 
ieen each . other . but at a ; third place. 
Mr. Falkla;id proceeded without cere- 
mony to explain the motive of hk 
coming, 

Mr. Tyrrel, faid he, I am come to hare 
an amicable exptanation with you. 

Explanation ! Wbat is my offence i 

None in the woiid, fir; and for that 
teaibn I conceive this the fitteft time for. 
us to come to a right underftan4ing. 

:¥ou ar^ in the devil of a hurry, fir. 
Are you clear that this Jiafte will not 
mar» inftead of make ai underftanding ? 

I think I am, fir. I bave great faith 
in the purity of my intentions, and I 
will not doubt that, when you perceive 
the view with which I come, you will 
willingly cooperate with it. 

Mayhap, Mr. Falkland, we may not 
agree about that. One man thinks one 
way, and another man thinks another. 

Mayhap 
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Mayhap I do hot think I have any great 
rcafon to be pleafed with you already. 

It may be fo. I cannot howevc^ 
charge tnyfelf with having given you 
reafon to be difpleaied* 

Mr. Tyrrel, proceeded Mr. Falkland, 
you will readily imagine that the caufe 
that brou^t me hitiiet was not a flight 
one. I would not have troubled you 
with a vifit but for important rcafbns. 
My coming is a pledge how deeply I anl 
myfelf impreiled with what I have to 
communicate. 

We are in a critical fitu^ion. We 
are upon the brink of a whirlpool which; 
if once it get hold of us, will render all 
farther deliberation impotent. Shall we be 
eaemies ? What benefit will be derived 
from that ? Who ever found in gall, 
malice, fufpicion and hatred the materia 
als of l^ppinefs? No; to the ^reaft 
where the^ enter, happinefs is for ever 
a ftranger. >rhey haunt our relaa^ations, 

they 
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they poifon our plcafures, they hardly aU 
low us a moment of unmixed faiisfac- 
tion. A brow of care, a cankered heart, 
p bolom burfting with rage, thefe are 
their retinue.— If we be enemies, who 
Ihall tell where our enmity Ihall ftop ? 
Every new event will feed it ; it will 
iwell beyond imagination or limit; ever 
fceming enlarged to its lUtmoft- fize, it 
will ftill become more monftrous, more 
intolerable ! , 

Upon my foul, you are an extraordi- 
nary man, — an impertinent man ! Why 
initfudc;.,upqn,mQ. ygur ^prophecies and 
forebodings ? ^ 

Becaufe it is neceflary to your hap- 
pinefc. Becaufe it becomes me to tell 
you of our danger pow, rather than 
wait till my char^fter will permit, mc to 

te filent no longer. 

Sir, I me^ to take care of my own 
happincfs; I do not thank you for your 
piterference. Damn me, if 1 think this 
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is any thing elfe but a trick to put a new 
feather in youj; cap at your neighbour's 
eicpence. 

Mr. Tyrrcl, it is to provide againft 
fucK nfiifconftrudions on either part that 
I have fought you. I know the infir- 
mity of my temper, but at leaft upon 
this occafion I am determined not to take 
any thing ill. If my intention had been 
to outfliine you, (hould I have come 
alone ? 

Well, fir, you have no right to put 
me out of humour with myfelf. If you 
come, to play upon me, and try what fort 
of a fellow you fhall have to deal with, 
damn me, if you (hall have any reafon 
to hug yourfelf upon the experiment. 

.Mr. Tyrrcl, nothing is more cafy for 
us than to quarrel. 'If you defire that, 
there is no fear that you will find oppor- 
tunities. 

Damn me, fir, if I do not believe you 
are come to bully me. 

Vol. I. E Good 
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Good God, Mr. Tyrrel, be left un- 

juft! My charafter is too well known 

to allow it to be fuppofed that I fear any 

man, and I do not in the lead fufpeft 

you of a weaknefs in that refped to 

which I am myfclf a ftranger. 

Well, fir, th^t is thereafter as it may 
be« 

By quarrelling we (hall but imitate 
the great mafs of mankind who could 
eafily quarrel in our place. Let us do 
better. Let us fliow that we have the 
wifdom to avoid vulgar errors, and the 
magnanimity to contemn petty mifun- 
derftandings. We are formed in dif- 
ferent habits i why fliould we interfere? 
The world is wide enough for both. By 
thus judging we fhall do ourfelvcs molt 
fubftantial honour. By a contrary con- 
dudl we (hall be ourfelves the fufFerers, 
and merely prefent a comedy for the 

amufement of our acquaintance. 

Do 
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Do you think fo ? There may be fomc* 
thing in that. Damn me, if I confent 
to be the jeft of any man living. 

You are right, Mr. Tyrrel. Let us 
each a£t in the manner beft calculated 
to excite refpeft. We neither of us wifti 
to change roads with the other ; let us 
each fufier the other to purfue his own 
track unmolefted. Be this our com« 
pa£t ( and by mutual forbearance let us 
prcferve mutual peace* 

Saying this, Mr. Falkland put out his 
hand in token of fellowfhip. But the 
gefture was too fignificant. The way- 
ward Tyrrel^ who feemed to have been 
ibmewhat imprefled by what had pre- 
ceded, taken as he was now by furprife, 

fhrunk back. 

All this is very unaccountable, cried 
he. What the devil can have made you 
fo forwarJ, if you had not fome fly 
purpofe to anfwer by which I am to be 
overreached ? 

E2 Mf 
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My purpofe, replied Mr. Falkland, is 
a manly and an honeft purpofe. Why 
fhould you refufe a propofition diftated 
by reafon, and an equal regard to the in- 
tereft of each? — Mr. Tyrrel had had 
an opportunity for paufe, and fell back, 
into his habitual chara£ter. 

Well, fir, in all this I muft own there 
is fonic franknefs* Now I will return 
you like for like. It is no matter how I 
camejby it, my temper is rough, and will 
not be controled. Mayhap you may' 
think it a weaknefs, but I do not defire 
to fee it altered. Till you came,^ I found 
myfelf very well: I liked my neigh- 
bours, and my neighbours humoured 
me. But now the cafe is entirely alter- 
ed ; and, as long as I cannot ftir abroad 
without meeting with fome mortifi^cation 
in which you are dircftly or remotely 
concerned, 1 am determined to h^te you. 
Now, fir, if you will only go out of the 
county or the kingdom, to the devil if 

you 
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you pleafe, fo as I may never hear of you 
any more, I will promife never to quar- 
rel with you as long as I live. Your 
poetry and your delicacy, your quirks 
and your conundrums may then be the 
very paragon of excellence for what I 
care. 

Mr. Tyrrel, attend to reafon. I 
might as well defire you to leave the 
county, as you defire me. I came here 
to you, not as to a mafter, but an equak 
In the fociety of men we muft have fome- 
thing to bear, as well as to perform. No 
man muft think that the world was 
made for him. Let us then take things 
as we find them ; and accommodate our- 
felves with prudence to unavoidable cir-^ 
cumftances. 

« True, fir, all that is very fine talking; 
But I return to my text ; we are as God 
made us. I am neither a philofopher 
nor a poet, to fet out upon a wild-goofe 
chafe of making myfelf a different man 

£3 from 
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from what you find me. As for confc- 
quence§^ what muft be muft be. As 
we brew, we muft bake. And fo, do 
you fee, I fhall not trouble myfelf about 
what is to be, but ftand up to it with a 
ftqut heart when it comes. Only this I 
can tell you, that, as long as I find you 
thrift into my diftx every day, I ihall 
hate you as bad as fenna and valerfan. 
And damn me, if I do not think I hate 
you the more for coming to-day in this 
pragmatical way when nobody lent for 
you, on purpofc to flxow how much 
wifcr you arc than all the world bcfidcs. 
. Mr. Tyrrel, I have done. I foreliw 
eonfequences, and came as a friend to 
advife you. I did hope that by mu* 
tual explanation we fhould each of 
ys have iinproved in the good <&pi- 
liion of the other. I am partly dif^p- 
jpointed 5 but I ftill .believe that when 
you coolly refied on what has pafled^ 
you will give me credit for the honefty 

of 
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of my intentions, and be difpofed to 
think of me with the fame confideration 
and liberality as I am determined to ex- , 
crcife towards you. 

Having faid this, Mr. Falkland de- 
parted ; and Mr» Tyrrel had recourfe to 
his old friend, to whom he unburthened 
the tumult of his thoughts. This, 
cried he, is a new artiBce of the fellow 
to prove his imagined fupcriority. Wc 
know very well that he has, the gift pf 
the gab. To be fure, if the world were 

to be governed by words, he would be 
in the right box* Oh, yes, he had it ail 
hollow before himl But what fignifies 
prating? Bufinefs mud be done in an 
other-gueis way than that. I wonder 
what poiTefled me that I did not kick 
him! But that is all to come. This is 
only a new debt added to the fcore 
which he fhall one day richly pay. Thif 
Falkland haunts me like a demon. I 
cannot wake, but I think of him. I 

E 4 cannot 
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cannot fleep, but I fee him. He pdi- 
fons all my pleafures. I ftiould be glad 
to fee him torn with tenter-hooks, and 
to grind his heart- ft rings with my teeth. 
I fliall know no joy, till I fee him ruin- 
ed. There may be fomc things right 
about him ; but he is my perpetual tor- 
ment. The thought of him preffes like 
a dead weight upon my heart, and I 
have a right to throw it off. Does he 
think I will feel all that I endure for 
nothing ? 

In fpite of the acerbity of Mr. Tyr- 
rcPs feelings, it is probable however he 
did fome jufticc to his ri^al.' Upon or- 
dinary occafions at lead he feemed dif- 
pofed to treat him with an involuntary 
deference. He was no longer equally 
voluble in mixed companies in his abufe 
of him ; a part of the topics of his in- 
vcftive feemed to be gone. He was 
no longer eager to treat him with ran- 
dom hoftility i if he regarded him with 

equal 
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equal diflike, he at leaft appeared to re- 
gard him as a formidable foe. He 
avoided his encounter-, he forbore to 
contradiA his opinions; he feemed la 
lie in wait for his vidim, and to coUe£t 
his venom for a monal aflault. 
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T was not long after that a malignant 
contagious diftemper broke out in the 
jieighbourhood, which proved fatal to 
many of the inhabitants,, and was of un^ 
cxampled rapidity in its effefts. One of 
the firft perfons that was feized with it 
was Mr. Clare, It may be believed 
that this incident fpread grief and alarm 
through the vicinity. Mr. Clare was 
confidercd by them as fomething more 
than a mortaL The equanimity of his 
behaviour, his unaffuming carriage, his 
exuberant benevolence and goodnefs of 
heart, joined with his talents^ his inof- 
ienfive wit,, and the comprehenfivenefs 
of his intelligence made him the idol of 
Jill that knew him. In the fcene of his 
rural retreat at leaft he had not an cne- 

« 

my. All mourned the danger that now 
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threatened him* He appeared to haV{: 
the profped of long life, and of going 
down to his grave full of years and of 
honour. Perhaps thcfe appearances were 
dcceitfuL Perhaps the intelleftual ef- 
forts h^ had exerted, which were occa- 
fionally more fuddcn, violent and unin* 
termitted than a ftridl regard to health 
would have diftated, had laid the feeds- 
of future difcafe. But a fanguine ob- 
fcrver would infallibly have predifted» 
that his good fenfe, prefence of mind 
and unaltered chearfulnefs would be able 
even to keep death at bay for a time 
and baffle the attacks of diftemper, pro- 
vided this univerfal foe did not take 
him by furprifc. The general afflic* 
tion therefore was doubly pungent upon 
the prefent occafiOD. 

But no one was fo much afFeded as 
Mn Falkland* Perhaps no man liv- 
ingio well underftood the value of the 
life that was now at {lake. P{e imme- 

E6 diateljr 
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diatcly haftcned to the fpot; but he 
found fome difficulty in gaining admif- 
fion. Mr. Clare, aware of the infec- 
tious nature of his difeafe, had given 
dircftions that as few people as poffi- | 
ble fhould approach him. M.f. Falk- i 
land fent up his name. He was told 
that he was included in the general or- 
ders. He was not however of a tem- 
per to be eafily repulfed-, he perfifted 
with obftinacy, and at length carried his 
point, being only reminded in the firft 
inftance to employ thofe precautions 
which experience has approved as moft 
efFeftual for countera6ting infeftion. 
, He found Mr. Clare in his bedcham- 
ber, but not in bed. He was fitting in 
his night-gown at a bureau near the win- 
dov^. His appearance was compofed 
ancl'chearful, but death was in his coun- 
tenaiice. I had a great inclination, Mr. 
Falkland, faid he, not to have fufFered 
you to come in 5 and yet there is not a 

perfon 
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perfon in the world it could give me 
more pleafure to fee. But upon iecond 
thoughts I believe there are few people 
that could run into a danger of this kind 
vfkh 2L better profpeft of efcaping. • In 
your cafc, at leaft the garrifon will 
not be taken through the treachery of 
the commander. I cannot tell how it is 
that I, who can preach wifdom to you, 
have myfelf been caught. But do not 
be difcouraged by my example. I had 
no notice of my danger, or I would have 
acquitted myfelf better. Thefe ftrange 
feeds of diftemper feear to float in the 
air, and to fallen upon the frame with- 
out its being poffible for us to tell what 
was the method of their approach. 

Mr. Falkland, having once eftabliflicd 
himfelf in the apartment of his friend, 
would upon no terms confent to retire. 
Mr.' Clare confidered that there was per- 
haps lefs danger in this choice than in a 
frequent change from the extremes of a . 

pure 
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pure to a tainted air^ and ckfifted from 
his expc^ul^tion. Falkland, £iid k^ 
when you came in, I bad juft finilhed 
tnaking my will. I was not pkafcd 
with what I had formerly drawn up 
upon that fubjeft^ and I did not choofe 
in my preient fituation to call in an at- 
torney. In fad it would be ftrange if a 
man of fcnfc with pure and direft intca- 
tions ihould not be able to perform fuch 
a funAion for himfclf. 

Mr. Clare continued to aft in the fame 
cafy and difengaged manner as in per* 
fed health. To judge from the chcar- 
fuinefs of his tone and the firmnefs of 
his manner, the thought would never 
once have occurred to you that he was 
dying. He walked, he reafoned, he jeft- 
ed,. in a way that argued the moft per- 
fect fclf-poilcffion. But his appearance 
changed perceptibly for the worfe every 
quarter of an hour. Mr. Falkland kept 
his eye perpetually fixed upon him with 

mingled 
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mingled femiments of anxiety and ad^. 
miration. 

Falkland^ faid he^ after having appeared 
for a fhort period abforbed in thought^ I 
feel that I am dying. This is a ftrangc 
diftempcr of mine. Yeftcrday I feemcd 
in perfcft health, and to-morrow I ftiall 
be aD infenfible corpfe^ How curious is 
the line that feparates life and death to 
mortal men I To be at one moment ac- 
tive, gay, penetrating, with immenfe 
ftores of knowledge at one's command^ 
capable of delighting, inftruAing and 
animating mankind, and the next, lifeleis 
and loathfbme, an incumbrance upon the 
face of the earth. Such is the hiftory of 
many meq^ and fuch will be mine. 

I feel as if I had yet much to do in the 
world J but it will not be. I muft be 
contented with what is paft. It is ia 
vain that I mutter all my ' fpirits to my 
heart. The enemy is too mighty ^nd toa 
meccileik for me ^ he will not give me 

timo^ 
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time fb much ' as ta breathe. Thefe 
things are not yet in our power. They 
are parts of a great fcries that is perpe- 
tually flowing. The general welfare, the 
great bufinefs of theuniverfe, will go on, 
though I bear no farther ftiare in promo- 
ting it. That talk is referved for young- 
er ftrengths, for you, Falkland, and fuch 
as you. We fhould be contemptible in- 
deed, if the profpeft of human improve- 
ment did not yield us a pure and perfed 
delight, independently of the queftion of 
our exifting to partake of it. Mankind 
would have little to envy to future ages, 
if they had all enjoyed a fcrenity as perfeft 
as mine. 

Mr. Clare fat up through the whole 
day, indulging himfelf in eafy and chear- 
ful exertions, which were perhaps better 
calculated to refrefh and invigorate the 
framfe, than if he had fought repofe in its 
direft Jbrm. Now and then he was vir 
fited with a fudden pang j but it was no 

J fooner 
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fooner felt, than he fcemed to rife above 
it, and fmiled at the impotence of the at- 
tack. Three or four times he was be- 
dewed with prof life fweats, and tbefe 
again were fuccceded by an extreme dry- 
nt& and burning heat of the (kin. He 
was next covered with fmall livid fpots. 
Symptoms of fhivering followed, but 
theie he drove siv/ky with a determined 
refolution. He then became tranquil and 
compofed, and after fome time deterr 
mined to go to bed, it being already night; 
Falkland, faid he, prefling his hand, the 
talk of dying is not fo difficult, as fome 
people imagine. When one looks back; 
from the brink of it, one wonders that fo 
total a fubverfion can take place at fo eafy 
a rate. . 

He had now been fome time in bed; 
and, as every thing was ftill, Mr. Falk- 
land hoped that he flept. But in that he 
was miftaken. Prefently Mr. Clare 
threw back the curtain, and looked in the 

countenance 
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countenance of his friend. I cannot 
flecp, faid he. No, if I could flcep, it 
would be the fame thing as to recover •, 
and I am fated to have the word in this 
battle. 

Falkland, I have been thinking about 
you. I do not know any one whofe fu- 
ture ufefulnefs J contemplate with greater 
hope. Take care of yourfelf. Do not 
let the world be defrauded of the benefit 
cf your virtues.. I am well acquainted 
.with your weaknefs as well as your 
ftrength. You have an impetuofity and 
an impatience of imagined diihonour, 
that, if once fet wrong, may makt you as 
eminently mifchievous, as you will other- 
wife be ufcful. Would to God you 
would think ferioufly of exterminating 
this error ! 

But, if I cannot, in the brief expoftu- 
lation my prefent fituation will allow, 
work this delirable change in you, thera 
is at kait one thing I can do. I can put 

you 
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you upon your guard agaioft a mifchief 
I forcfee to be imminent. Beware of 
Mr. Tyrrel. Do not commit the miftakc 
of defpiiing him as an unequal opponent. 
Petty caufes may produce great mif» 
chiefs. Mr. Tyrrel is boifterous, rugged 
and unfeeling ; and you are coo pafllonate, 
too acutely fenfible of injury. It would 
be truly to be lamented, if a man fo in* 
fcrior, fo utterly unworthy to be conv 
pared with you, fbould be capable of 
changing yoqr whole hiftory into mifery 
mid guilt. Think of this. I exa^ n^ 
promife from you. I would not 0iack]« 
you with the fetters of fuperftition; I 
would have you be governed by reafoft 
and juftice. 

Mr. Falkland was deeply aflfefted with 
this expoftulation. His fenfe of the gc^ 
nerous attention of Mr. Clare at luch a 
moment as this, was fo great as almoll M 
deprive him of utterance. He fpoke 

in (hort fenjcnces and with vifible effort* 
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I will behave better, replied he. Never 
fear me ! Your kind admonitions ihall 
not be thrown away upon me. 

. Mr. Clare adverted to another fubjeft. 
T have made you my executor ; you will 
not refufc me this laft office of friendfhip. 
It is but a ihort time that 1 have had the 
happinefs of knowing you ; but in that 
Ihort time I have examined you well, and 
feen you thoroughly. Do not difappoint 
the fanguine hope I have entertained! 

I have left fome legacies. My former 
connexions, while I lived amidft the 
bufy haunts of men, as many of them as 
were intimate, are all of then) dear to 
me. I have not had time to fummon 

r 

them about me upon the prefent occafiorH 
nor did I defire it. The remembrances 
of me will, I hope, anfwer a better pur- 
pofe than fuch as are ufually thought of 
on fimilar occalions. 

Mr. Clare, having thus unburthened 
his mind, fpoke no more for feveral 

hours. 
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I Irours. Towards morning Mr. Falkland' 
quietly withdrew the curtain, and looked 
, at the dying man. His eyes were open, 
I and were now gently turned towards his 
young friend. His countenance was 
funk, and of a death-like appearance. 
I hope you are better, faid Falkland in 
ahalf-whifper, as if afraid of difturbing 
J™. Mr. Clare drew his hand from the 
bed-clothes, and ftretched it forward; 
Mr. Falkland advanced, and took hold 
pf it. Much better, faid Mr. Clare in 
^ voice, inward and hardly articulate ; 
theftruggfeis now over ; I have finiftied 
Day part •, farewel j remember ! Thcfe 
frere his laft words. He lived ftill a few . 
Iiours ; his lips were fometimes feen to 
"nove ; he expired without a groan. 

Mr. Falkland had witnefled the fcenc 
^ith much anxiety. His hopes of a fa- . 
fourable crifis, and his fear of difturbing . 
ne laft moments of his friend, had held 
'im dumb. For the lafl half hour he^ 

had 
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liad ftood up with his eyes intently fited 
upon Mr. Clare. He witnefed the laft 
gafp, the laft littk convulfive motion of 
the frame. He continued to look-, he 
feemed fomctimes to imagine that he faW 
life renewed. At length he could deceive j 
himfelf no longer, and exclaimed with a 
dift rafted accent. And is this all ? H« 
would have thrown himfelf upon' the 
body of his friend ; the attendants with- 
held, and would have forced him inta 
another apartment. But he ftruggledj 
from them, and hung fondly over the 
bed. Is this the end of genius, virtue 
and excellence ? Is the luminary of the] 
world thus for ever gone ? Oh, yefter- 
day! yefterday ! Clare, why could not* 
I have died in your ftead ? Dreadful mo- 
ment ! Irreparable lofs ! Loft in the very 
maturity and vigour of his mind ! Cut! 
off from a ufefulnels ten thoufand times 
greater than any he had already exhibited! 
ph, his was a mind p have inftrufted 
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fagcs, and guided the moral world ! Thi3 
is all we have left of him ! The elo- 
quence of thofe lips is gone ! The inccf- 
fant aftivity of that heart is ftill ! The 
bcft and wifeft of men is gone, and the 
world is infenfible of its lofs ! 

Mr. Tyrrel heard the intelligence of I 

Mr. Clare's death with emotion, but of it 

a\ery different kind. He avowed that >'j 

he had. not forgiven him his partial at- 
tachment to Falkland, and therefore 
could not recal his remembrance with 
kindnefs. But, if he could have over- 
looked his paft injuftice, fufficient care 
was taken to employ means to keep alive 
his refentment. Falkland forfooth at- 
tended him on his death-bed, as if no- 
body clfe was worthy to partake of his 
confidential communications. But what 
[was worft of all was this executorfhip. 
every thing this pragmatical rafcal 

trows me behind. Contemptible wretch, 
|hat has nothing of the man about him ! . 

Muft 
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Mud he perpetually trample on his bet- 
ters? Is every body incapable of reafon, 
and making a right eftimate of the merits 
of men? caught with mere outfide? 
choofing the flimfy before the fubftan- 
tial ? And upon his death-bed too ! [Mr. 
Tyrrel with his uncultivated brutality 
mixed, as ufually happens, certain rude 
notions of religion.] Sure the fenfe of 
his fituation might have ihamed him. 
Poor wretch ! his foul has a great deal 
to anfwcr fon He has made my pillow i 
uneafy ; and, whatever may be the con- 
fequences, it is him we have to thank for , 
them. 

The death of Mr. Clare removed the 
perfon who ♦could moft effeftually have 
moderated the animofities of the contend- 
ing parties, and took away the great 
operative check upon the excefles of Mr* 
Tyrrel. This ruftic tyrant had been 
held in involuntary reftraint by the Intel- ' 
leftual afcendancy of his celebrated neigh- 

hour ; 
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bour J and, notwithftanding the general - 
ferocity of his temper, did not appear 
till lately to have entertained a hatred 
againft him. In the fhort time that had 
clapfed from the period in which MrC 
Clare had fixed his reftdence in the neigh* 
bourhood to that of the arrival of Mn 
Falkland from the continent, the conduft ^ 

of Mr. Tyrrel had even (hown certain ^ 

tokens of improvement. Such was the 
felicity of Mr. Clare's manners that^ 
even while he correfted, he conciliated, 
and excited no angry emotions inthofc 
whofe aftions were moft curbed by the 
apprehenfion of his difpleafure. The ef- 
fedts of his fuavity however, fo far as re- 
lated to Mr. Tyrrel, had been in a cer- 
tain degree fufpended by confidcrations of 
rival(hip between this gentleman and 
Mr. Falkland, And, now that the in- 
fluence of Mr. Clare's prefence and vir- 
tues were entirely removed, Mr. Tyrrel's 
Vol. ?• F tamper 
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temper broke oat ioto mcMre^criminal ex« 
cefles than at any former period, having 
the additional flimujias of mortified pride 
and diiappointed. -dmbiciofi. 
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1 H E confcquences of all this fpeedily 
manifefted thcmfclves. The very next 
incident in the ftory was in Ibnfie degree 
dccifive of the cataftrophe. Hitherto I 
have fpokcn only of prelin^inary matters, 
fecmingly unconncdtcd with each other, 
though leading to that ft ate of mind in 
both parties, which had fuch fatal effeds^ 
But all that remains is rapid and tremen- 
dous. The death-dealing mifchicf ad- 
vances with an accelerated motion, ap- 
pearing to defy human wifdom and hu- 
man ftrength to obftrudk its operation. 

There was a tenant of Mr. Tyrrel, 
one Hawkins J — I cannot mention his 
name without recollcfting the painful 
tragedies that are annexed to it! This 
Hawkins had originally been taken up 
by Mr. Tyrrel with a view of p^Mfling 

• F 2 him 
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him from the arbitrary proceedings of a 
neighbouring fquire, though he had now 
in his turn become an objeft of perfecu- 
tion to Mr. Tyrrel himfelf. The firft 
ground of their connedioa was this. 
Hawkins, befide a farm which he rented 
under the abovementioncd fquire, had a 
fmall freehold eftate that he inherited 
from his father. This of courfe entitled 
I)im to a vote in the county eleftionsj 
and, a warmly contefted eledion having 
occurred, he was required by his land- 
lord to vote for the candidate in whofe 
favour be had himfelf engaged. Haw- 
kins refufed to obey the nriandate, and 
foon after received notice to quit the farm 
he at that time rented. 

It happened that Mr. Tyrrel had in- 
terefted himfelf ftrongly in behalf of the 
oppofite candidate •• and, as Mr. Tyrrel's 
eftate bordered upon the feat of Haw* 
kins's prefent refidence, the ejeded coun- 
trymaa could think of no better expe« 

dient 
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dient than that of riding over to this gen- 

tleman's manfion, and relating the cafe to 

him. Mr. Tyrrel heard him through 

with attention. Well, friend, faid he, 

it is very true that I wilhed Mr. Jack- 

hian to carry his eleftion ; but you know 

it is ufual in thefe cafes for tenants to 

vote juft as their landlords pleafe. I do 

not think proper to encourage rebellion* 

—All that is very right, and pleafe you, 

replied Hawkins } and I would have 

voted at my landlord's bidding for any 

other nr)an in the three kif^doms but 

fquire Marlaw. You muft know one 

day his huntfman rode over my fence^ 

and fo through my beft field of {landing 

corn. It was not above a dozen- yard* 

about, if he had kept the cart-road;' 

The fellow had ferved me the fame fauce,. 

an it pleafe your honour, three or four 

times before. So I only alked himy 

What he did that for, and whether he 

had not more .confcience than to fpoit 
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people*s crops a* that fafhion ? Prcfently 
the fquire came up. He is but a poor» 
weazen-face chicken of" a gentlenpian, 
faving your honour's reverence. And fo 
he flev^ into a woundy paflion^ and threat* 
ened to horfewhip me, I will do a& niuch 
in reafon to pleafure my landlord as arr 
a tenant he has ; but I will not give my 
vote to a man that threatens to horfewhip 
iT)e. And fa, your honour, I and my 
wife ami threa ckiidren are to be turned 
Qut of houfc and home, and what I am 
to da la maintam ihem God knowSr I 
have been a hard-working man,, and bava 
alway lived very wcU^ and I do thinly 
the cafe is main hard. Squire Under^ 
wood turns me out of my farm ; and, if 
your honour do not take me in^. I know 
i)one of the neighbouring gentry will, for 
fear as they fay of encouraging their 
qwn tenants to run rufty too. 

This reprefentation was not without 
US effcd upon Mr. Tyrrel. Well, well* 

man^ 
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nwri, replied he, wc will fee what ean be 
done. Order and AibordiMtion are ver/ 
good things ^ but people fhould know 
how much to require. As you tell the 
ftory, X cannot fee that you are greatly to 
blame. Marlow is a coxcombical prig, 
that is the truth on't } and^ if a man will 
expole himfclf, why, he muft even take 
what follows^ I do hate a Frenchified 
fop with all my foul ^ and I cannot fay 
thai I am much pteafed with Mr. Under- 
wood for taking the part of fuch a ra& 
cat* Hawkins, I think is your name i 
You nwy call on Barnes, my ftewa^d^ to- 
morrow, and he (Hall fpeak to you. 

While Mr. Tyrrel was fpeaking, he re- 
collc<5tcd that he had a farm vacant of 
nearly the fame value as that which Haw- 
kins at prefent rented under Mr. Under- 
wood. He immediately confulted his 
fteward, and, finding the thing fuitable 
in every refpect, Hawkins was admitted 
out of hand into the catalogue of Mr. 

F 4 Tyrrel's 
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Tyrrcrs tenant:^. Mr. Underwood ex- 
tremely refented this proceeding, which 
indeed, as being contrary to the under- 
. ftood conventions of the country gentle- 
. men* few people but Mr, Tyrrel would 
liave ventured upon* He faid that there 
/was an end to all regulation, if tenants 
were to be encouraged in fuch inexcufabk 
difobedience. It was not a queftion of 
this or that candidate, feeing that any 
gentleman, who was sL true friend to his 
country, would rather lofe his eleftion, 
than do a thing which, ifonceeft^bliflied 
into a praftice, wouM deprive them for 
ever of the power of managing any elec- 
tion. The labouring people were fturdy 
and refolute enough of their own ac- 
cord J it became every day more difficult 
to keep them under any fubordination ; 

and, if the gentlemen were fo ill-advifed 
as to negleft the public good, and en- 
courage them in theii: infolence, there 
was no forefeeing where it would end. 

« 

Mr. 
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Mr. Tyrrel was not of a ftamp to . be 
influenced by thcfc remonftrances. Their 
general fpirit w^s ibfficicntly conformable^ 
to the fentiments he himfelf entertained ^^ 
but he was of too vehement a temper ta 
maintain the charadler of a confiftent po« 
iitician ; and, however wrong his. cohdudt 
might be, he would by no means adtuit^ 
of its being fet right by the fqggf ftions. 
of others.. The more his patronage of 
Hawkins was criticifed, the more in- 
flexibly he adhered to it v and he was at 

! no lofs in clubs and other aflemblies to 
overbear ^nd filence, if not to confute hi* 
ccnfurers. Befide which, Hawkins had 
certain accomplifhments which qualified 
him to be a favourite with Mr. TyrreK. 
The bluhtnefs of his manner and the: 
ruggednefs of his temper gave him fome: 
refemblance to his landlord-,, and, as thefe 

. qualities were likely to he more frequent- 
ly exercifed on fuch perfons as had in- 
curred Mr. TyrreL's difpleafure than upont 
> F 5 Mr*. 
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Mr. Tfrrcl himfclf, they were not ob- 
ferved without fame degree of compla- 
cency. In a word, he every day received 
new marks of diftindion from his patron, 
and after fome time was appointed coad- 
jutor to Mr. Barm» in the capacity of 
bailiff. It was about the fame period 
that* he obtained a leafe of the farm of 
which he viras tenant. 

Mr. Tyrrel was determined, as occa- 
fion offered, to promote every part of the 
fkmily of this favoured dependent. 
Hawkins had a fon, a lad of feventeen, 
ctf a very agreeable perfon, a ruddy com- 
plexion, and of quick and lively parts. 
This lad was in an uncommon degree the 
favourite of his fatherj who feemed to 
have nothing fo much at heart as the fu- 
ture welfare of his fon. Mu Tyrrel had 
noticed him two or three times with ap- 
probation i and the boy, being fond of 
the f^orts of the field, had occafionally 
followed the hxninds, and difplayed va- 
rious 



CALEB WILLIAMS. l(>J 

rk>U8 inftarices both oi agility and faga- 
city in prcfenceof the fquire. One day 
in particular he exhibited himfelf with 
uncommon advantage 5 and Mr. Tyrrcl 
without farther delay propofed to his fa- 
ther to take him into his family, and make 
him whipper-in to* his hounds, till he 
could provide him with fome more lucra- 
tive appointment ia his fervice. 

This propofal was received by Haw- 
kins with various marks of mortification. 
He cxcufed himfelf with hefitation for 
not accepting the offered favour j faid the 
lad was in many ways ufeful to him •, and 
hoped his honour would not infift uppn 
depriving' him of his afliftance. This 
apology might perhaps have been fuffi- 
cient with any other man than Mr. Tyr- 
rcl i but it was frequently obferved of 
this gentleman that, when he had once 
formed a determination however flight 
in favour of any meafure, he was never 
afterwards known to give it uj), and that 

JF 6 the 
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the only efFeft of oppofitiori' was to make 
him eager and indexible in purfuit of that 
to which he had before been nearly, in-, 
different. At firft he feemed to receive 
the apology of Hawkins with good hu- 
mour, and to fee nothing in it but what 
was reafonablej but afterwards every 
time he faw the bdy his defire of retain- 
ing him in his fervice was* increafed, and 
he./nore than qnce repeated to his father 
the good difpofition in which he felt him- - 
felf towards him. - At length heobferved 
that the lad was no more to be feen 
mingling in his favourite fports, and he 
began to fufpedl that this originated in 
a determination to thwart him in his 
projeds. 

JRoufed by this fufpicion, which was 
not of a nature with Mr. Tyrrel to 
brook a delay, he fent for Hawkins to 
confer with him. Hawkins, faid he, in a 
lone of dilpleafure, I am not fatisfied with 
you* I have fpoken to you two or three 

times 
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times about this lad of yours, whom I 
am defirous of taking into ftvour.; 
What is the reafon, fir, that you fcctn 
unthankful and avcrfc to my kindnefs ? 
You ought to know ihj^^J- am not to be. 
trifkd with, I Ihall tiot be contented, 
when I offer my favours to have them re- 
jefted by fuch felk>ws as you. I madeyou. 
what you are y and, if I pleafe, can make 
you more hclplefs and miferable than you 
were when I found you. Have a care ! 
. An it pleafe your honovu", faid Haw- 
kins, you have been a very good matter 
to me, and I will tell you the whole 
truth* I hope you will na be angry^ 
This lad is my favourite, my comfort, 
and the ftay of my age^ 

Well, and what then ? Is that a rea- 
fon you fhould hinder his preferment ? 

Nay, pray your honour, hear me. I 
may be very weak for aught I know in. 
this cafe, but I cannot help it. My fa- 
ther was a clergyman. We have all of 

us 



US lived in a creditable way ; and I can- 
not bear to think that this poor lad of 
mine (hould go to fervicc. For my parr, 
I do not fee any good that comes of fer- 
vants. God forgive me, if I am unjuft I 
But this is a very dear cafe, and I cannot 
bear to rilk my poor boy*s welfare, when 
lean foeafily^ if you pleafe, keep him out 
of harm's way. At prefent he is fober 
and induftrious, and, without being con- 
ceited or furly, knows what is due to 
him. I know your hom)ury that it is 
main foolifh of me to talk to you thus^ 
but your honour has been a good mafter 
to me, and I cannot bear to tell you a 
lie. 

Mr. Tyrrel had heard the whole of 
this harangue in filence, becaufe he was 
tuo much aftonifbed to open his mouth. 
If a thunderbolt had fallen unexpectedly 
at his feet, he could not have tcftified 
greater furprifc. He had thought that 
Hawkins was ib fooliihly fond of his fon 

that 
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that he could not bear to truft him out of 
his prcfence, but had never in the (lighteft 
degree fufpeded what he now found to be 
the truth. 

Oh, ho, you arc a gentleman^ are 
yoM ? A pretty gentleman truly ! Your 
father was a clergyman I Your family 
is too good to enter into my lervice i 
Why, you impudent rafcal ! was it for 
this that I took you up, when Mr» 
Underwood difmiffed you for your info- 
Icnceto him ? Have 1 been nurfinga vi- 
per in my bolbm ? Pretty nvafter's man- 
ners will be contaminated truly t He 
will not know what is due to him, but 
will be accuftomed to obey orders 1 You 
infufierable villain ! Get out of my fight I 
Depend upon it, I will have no gentlemen 
on my eftate! I will off with, them, root 
and branch, bag and baggage ! So, do 
you hcar^ fir? come to me tomorrow 
morning, bring your fon, and a(k .my 
pardon *, or take my word for it, I will 

make 



td 



Iia ADVENTURES OF 

make you fo miferablc, you fhall wife 
you had never been born. 
' This tpeatmfent was too much for 
Hawkins's patience. There is no need,' 
your honour, thai I ftiould come to you 
again about this affair. I have taken up 
my determination, and no accident or time 
Can make any change in it. I am main fer- 
ry to difpleafe your worftiip, and I know 
very well that you can do me a great deal 
of mifchief. But I hope you will not be 
fo hard hearted, as to ruin a father only 
for being fond of his child, even if fo be 
that his fondncfs Ihould make him do a*' 
fbolifh thing. But I cannot help it, your 
honour: you muflr do as you pleafe; 

ft 

The pooreft (lave in the world has fome 
point that he does not part with.. I will 
lofe all that I have, and goto day-labour,, 
and my fon too, if needs muft ; but I 
will not make a gentleman's fervant ot 
hiiiK 

Tery 
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Very well, friend ; very well I replied 
Tyrrel, foaming with rage. Depend 
upon it, I will remember youT Your 
pride flsall have a downfall God damn it ! 
is it come to this ? Shall a loufy rafcal, 
that farms his forty acres, pretend to 
beard the lord of the manor? I will 
tread you into pafte ! Let me advife you, 
fcoundrel, to (hut up your houfe, and 
quit my eftate, and fly as if the devil was 
behind you ! You may think yourfclf 
happy, if I be not too quick for you yet, 
if you efcape in a whole fkin ! I would 
not fuifer fuch a villain to remain upon 
my land a day longer, if I could gain 
the Indies by it ! 

Not fo fall, your honour, anfwered 
Hawkins fturdily, I hope you will 
think better of it, and fee that I have 
not been to blame. But, if you ftiould 
nor, there is fome harm that you can do 
me, and fome harm that you cannot. 
Though I am a plain working man^ youf 

hpnour^ 
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honour, do you fee ? yet I am a mafl flilt 
No ', I have goc a leafe of my farm, and 
I (hall not quit it o'thaten» I hope there 
is fome law for rich folk, as well as for 
poor ones. 

Mr. T) rrel, ximifed to comradi&ion, 
was provoked beyond bearing at the 
courage and independent fpirit of his 
retainer. There was not a tenant upon 
his eftate, or at leaft not one g£ Hawkins's 
mediocrity of fortune^ whom the general 
policy of land owners, and ft ill more the 
arbitrary and imcontrolable temper ci 
Mr. Tyrrel, did not effedually reftraia 
from a£ks of open defiance; 

Excellent, upon my foul ! God dama 
'my blood! but you arc a rare fellow. 
You have a Icafe, have you ? You will 
not quit> not you ! A pretty pafs things 
are come to, if a leafc can protect fuch 
fellows as you againft the lord of a ma^ 
nor ! But you are for a trial of (kill, arc 
you ? Oh^ very well, friend, very well f 

With 
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With aU my .foul ! Since it is come ta 
that, we will fliow you fomc pretty 
fport before we have done ! But get you 
out of my fight, you rafcal I I have not 
another word to fay to you! Never 
darken my doors again ! 

Hawkins^ to borrow the language oi 
the worldj was guilty in this affair of a 
double imprudence. He talked to his 
lanidlord in a more peremptory manner 
thm the conftitution and practices of thi$ 
toumry allow a dependent to afiumei 
But above aU> havif>g been thus hurried 
^ay by ha refentment, he ought to have 
forcfeen the confequences. It was mere 
fliadnefs in him ta think pf con tefting 
^ith a man of Mr. Tyrrel's eminence and 
fortune. It was a? fawn contending with 
a lion. Nothing could have been more 
^afy to predift, than that it was of no 
ivail for him to have right on his fide, 
^hen his adverfary had influence and 
wealth, and therefore eourld fo viftorioufiy 

iuftify 
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jiiftify any extravagancies that he migltt 
think proper to commit. This maxim 
was completely illuftratcd in the fequcL 
Wealth and dcfpotifm eafily know how 
to engage thofe laws, which were perhaps 
at firft .intended [witlefs and miferablc 
precaution!] for the fafeguards of the 
poor, as the coadjutors of their op* 
preffion. 

From this moment Mr. Tyrrej was 
bent upon Hawkinses deilruf^ion ^ and 
he left no means unemployed that could 
cither harafs or injure the objeft of hii 
periecution. He deprived him of his ap* 
pointnient of bailiff, and dire£ted Barnek 
and his other dependents to do him ill 
offices upon all occafions. Mr. Tyrrel 
by the tenure of his manor was impro- 
priator of the great tithes^ and this cir- 
cumftance afforded him frequent oppor- 
tunities of petty altercation. The land 
of one part of Hawkins's farm, though 
covered with corn, was lower than the 

rcfti 
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reft i and confequently expofcd to occa- 
fional inundations from a river by which 
it was bounded. Mn Tyrrel had a dam. 
belonging to this river privately cut about 
•■fortnight before the fcafon of harvcft, 
and laid the whole under water. He 
ordered his fervants to pull away the - 
fences of the higher ground during the 
night, and to turn in his cattle to the 
wier deftruction ofnhe crop, Thefe ex- 
pedients however applied to only one 
part of the property of this unfortunate 
Jnan, But M r. Tyrrel did not flop here. 
A fudden mortality took place among 
Hawkins's live ftock, attended with very 
fufpiciogs circumftances, Hawkins's 
vigilance was ftrongly excited by thia 
Ifvent, and he at length fucceeded in 
being the matter fo accurately that be : 
Conceived he could bring it home ta Mr,. . 
Tjrncl himfelf, 

Hawkins had hitherto carefully avoid- 
Id, notwitUftanding the injuries he had 

fu Stored, 
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fufTcred, attempting to right hunfclf by a 
legal proccfs, being of opinion that law 
was better adapted for a weapon of tyran- 
ny in the hands of the rich, than for a 
jDiield to proteft the humbler part of the 
community againft their ufurpations. In 
this laft inftance however he conceived 
that the offence was fo atrocious as to 
make it impolTible that any rank could 
proteft the culprit againft the fcverity of 
juftice. In the fequel fie faw reafon to 
applaud himfelf for his former inaftivity 
in this refpeft, and to repent that any mo- 
tive had been ftrong enough to perfuade 
l)lm into a contrary fyftem. 
■ This was the very point to which Mr. 
Tyrrel wanted to bring him, and he 
could fcarcely credit his good fortune, 
when he was told that Hawkins had en- 
tered an aftion. His congratulation 
upon this occafion was immoderate, as 
he now conceived that the ruin of his 
late favourite was irretrievable. He 

confulted 
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confultcd his attorney, and urged him 
by every motive he could devife to em- 
ploy the whole fcries of his fubterfuges 
in the prefent affair. The dired. repel- 
ling of the charge exhibited againlt him 
was the Icaft part of his care ; the bufi- 
nefs was, by aiBdavits, motions, pleas^ 
demurrers, flaws and appeals, to protract 
the queftion from term to term and from 
court to court. It would, as Mr. Tyrrel 
argued, be the difgrace of a civilised 
country, if a gentleman, when infolently 
attacked in law by the fcum of the earth, 
could not convert the caufe into a quef- 
tion of the longeft purfe, and ftick in the 
Ikirts of his adverfary till he bad reduced 
him to beggary, 

Mr, Tyrrel however was by no means 
fo far engrofTcd by his law-fuit, as to 
n^left other methods of proceeding 
ofFenfively againft' his tenant, Atoong 
the various expedients that fuggefted 
themfejves there was one, which, though 

3 ic 
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It tended rather to torment than irrepara- 
bly injure the fufFerer, was not rejcQ^d, 
This was derived from the particular 
fituation of Hawkins's houfe, barns, 
ftacks and out-houfes. Thefc were 
placed at the extremity of a ftrip of land 
cpnnedling them with the reft of the 
farm, and were furrounded on three fides 
by fields in the occupation of one of Mr* 
Tyrrel's tenants moft devoted to the 
pleafures of his landlord. The road to 
the market town ran at the bottom of 
the largeft of thefe fields, and was dircftly 
in view of the front of the houfe. No 
inconvenience had yet arifen from that 
circumftancc, as there had been a broad 
path time out of mind, that interfered 
this field, and led diredly from Haw- 
kins's houfe to the road. This path, or 
private road, was now by concert of Mr. 
Tyrrcl and his obliging tenant ihut up, 
fo as to make Hawkins a fort of prifoncr 
in his own domains, and oblige him to 

go 
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go near a mile about for the purpofcs of 
his traffic. 

Young Hawkins, the lad who had 
been the original fubjeft of difpute between 
his father and the fquire, had much of his 
father's fpirit, and felt an uncontrolablc 
indignation againft the Jucceflive a6ts of 
defpotifth of which he was a witnefs. 
His refentment of them was the* greater, 
becaufe the fufFerJngs to which his parent 
was expofed, all of them, flowed from af- 
feftion to him, at the fame time that he 
could not propofe removing the ground 
of difpute, as by fo doing he would feem 
to fly in the face of his father's paternal 
kindnefs. Upon the prefent occafion, 
without aflcing any counfcl but of his 
own impatient refentment, he went in the 
middle of the night and removed all the 
obftrudions that had been placed in the 
way of the old path^ broke the padlocks 
that had been fixed, and threw open the 
gates. In thefc operations he did not 

Vol. L G proceed 
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iproceed unbbferved, and the next d^j a 
warrant wtt iflTued forappnehendiDg h\JBf\. 
Hedwzs.zccordmghf carried befocfi a 
hettch of jufticesy and by them com* 
mitted to the county jail, to take his trial 
for. die burglary at the next afllzes* 

This was the iiniihiog ftroke to Haw- 
kins's, miferies : as he was not deficteot in 
courage, be had ftood lip ogainil his , 
ether perfecutions without flinching* 
He was not unaware of the advantages 
which our laws and cuftoms give to 
the rich over the poor in contentions of 
this kind. Bur, being once involved, 
there was a ftubbornnefs in his nature 
that would not allow him to retract, and he 
fuflfered himfelf to hope rather than ex- 
pert a favourable iffue. But in this 
laft event he was wounded in the point 
that was nearell his heart. He bad 
feared to have his fon contaminated 
and debafed by a iervile ftation^ and he 
now faw him transferred to die feminary 

2 . of' 
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of a jail. He was evai.uncariaiii as t9 
^ jffue of his imprifoomtfir^ and ticov- 
bled to think what the tyranny of 
wealth might eff^fi to blaft hti*lio|pc9 &^ 

ever. 

• 

From this moratot his heart die^ 
within him^ He had trufted to perfeve*- 
ring induftry and ikiU to fare the wreck 
of his little property from the vulgar 
fpite of his landlord. But hf had now 
no longer any Spirit' to exert thofe efforts 
which his (ituation more than ever re- 
quired. Mr. Tyrrel proceeded without 
remiflion in his machinations ; Haw- 
kins's affairs every day grow more defpc^ 
rate} and the fquire, watching the occa- 
fion, took the earlieft opportunity of feiz- 
ing upon his remaining property in the 
mode of a diftrefs for rent. 

I.t wiis prccifely in this ftage of the affair 
that Mr. Falkland and Mr. Tyrrel 
accidentally met in a private road near 
the habitation of the latter» They 
were on horieback, and Mr. Falkland 

G 2 was 
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^as gom^to the hcufc of the unfor- 
tunate tenant who fcemed upon the 
point of ^rifhing xirnder his lantilord*5 
tnaKce. \Hehad'beenjuftmadeacquaintr 

ed with the talc of this perfecution. It 

♦ ♦ • • ■ . • 

4iad lA'deed been vm additional aggrava- 
tion of Hawkins's calamity that Mr. 
Falkland, whofc interference mightother- 
wife have faved him, had been ablent 
from' the neighbourhood for a confider- 
^ble time. He had been three months lA 
London, and from thence had gone to 
vifit his eftaces in another part of the 
ifland. The proud and fdf- confident 
Ipirit of this poor fellow always difpofcd 
him to depend as long as polTible upon 
his own exertions. He had avoided ap.. 
plying to Mr. Falkland, or indeed ihdul-, 
ging hinifelf in any manner in commu- 
nicating and bewailing his hard hap, in. 
the "^beginning of the* contention ; andj, 
when the extremity grew more urgent^ 
and he would have been willing ,to re* 
cede iftforne degree* from* the ftuBborn'- 

nefe 
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neCs of his meafares, he found it no Ion* 
ger ifl his powen . After gn abfe^ce of 
confiderable cluration Mr«^ Falkland at 
length returned fomewhat uncxpeftcdljr^i 
and^ having learned among the firft 
articles of country inscUigenc^ the dif* 
trefles of cbis .unfprtunatc yeoman, he re* 
folved to ride over to his houfe the next 

4 

mon^ingp; and. furprife him with all the 
relicjf it was in his^ jpower to beftow.^ 
r At light of Mr. Tyrrel in this unexr 
peeled cfncovinter^ his face reddened with 
Ud^gnaiiof. His firft ieeling,. as he ^fier* 
w^ds iaid> waS'to avoid him 5, bqt^ find- . 
ing, x\iSLt' he muft- pafs him^ be copccived 
that it would be a want of fpirit and cfc- 
l^ion.of diKy notto acquaint Jiim with 
bia feelings on the prcfcnt pcca^on. ^ j 
'■ Mr.TyrrcJ, faid he fomewhat ahrupft 
ly^ I am forry fcx a.pifce of mws;\vhiah it 
has juft been my. fortune to hear, . ^ 
Well, fir. and ,what is that > What 

)iave I tado with your fofrow i • 
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A grcat'dcalj fin It is aaufed by the 
diftrelfles of a poar tenant of yours. Haw* 
kiiis. If your fteward have proeecded 
without your authority, I think it right 
to inform you of what lie has done; 
and, if he have had your authority, I 
^vould gladly pcrfitacte ' yoli to think 
better of it. ' 

r J^fV Falkland; h would be quite 
as weft if you would' tniixd your owtt 
bufinell and feaive me to niind mine.* I 
Want nd monkor, ihc^ I wilt havf none. ' 
' You miftake, Mr. Tyr^cl ; I am mind- 
ing my oviti bufinefs. If f feeVou 3f4ll 
Into a pit, it rs my biifincfs td draw yon 
out and fave your life. If I fete you pUfi 
ruing a wrong line of •conddft;it is tny 
bufiaefs to fet you right and favd yoitt- 
b<Hiour. * i 

Zounds, fir, do ndt think to putaiijf 
of your conundrums uponrtic! Is hoi 
the man my tenant ? Is not toy cftate my 
own ? What fignifies calling it mine, if 

I am 
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I am not to have the, dircftion of it ? 
Sir, 1 pay for what I have ; 1 owe no man, 
a penny ; and I wi^ not put my cftatc 
to nuFie to you, nor thebeft he tha^ wears 
a head. 

Mf. Tyrrel, I do nbt difpute youf ad* 
thority ; I do not defirc to didkatc to you >. 
I (imply wi& to do you a good ofEce. 

Do'iiottiefirfctodiAatei no, nor you 
ftali not,;fir« Hbw darre you attempt to 
ftop me upontke l^ng^ highwafy i 

Sir, I know that you bear me no goM 
wilL I am btit an iU tnediator in this 
^ife, and fbbuld not haVb fought yen. 
But, thus thruft by siecident In your way^ 
I muft havelcaTC to tell ^6u my thoughts^ 

True, fir, I hate you. And what X 
hate you moft for is this dartiried inipcr- 
tinence of pretending to be Wi&r than 
every body eUc. Is hot this a fm cputo* 
try^, and may not evety body da as he^ 
likes? 

Mr. Tyrrel, I know your humbur« 

G 4 and 
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and will bear as mtich as I cam What 
.do you mean^ ^^1^' ^ fr^ Wintry.?.! 
put no xoippulfion upoi^you* There is 
room, enough j lide by ip^, if you plcaic ! 
Sir^ I defy you not to hear me, while,! 
fell you coplly and firnply, . You i arc 
greatly to blame, ^od muft, chan^ your . 
mode of proceeding! 

This is very exitr^o^in^ufagel Sir, 
1 am not to.blame^ Yw knpw tu>\hm^ 
about the ituttes. i?Q JoU think. J, wiU 
let a paltry fellow like, thi^iliawkins in;- 
fult me for nothing ? . Damn by foul, if 
iwill not bsivf t^i^artfp];^d,.Qf hin)^! 
It i% very tnie, Mf,^T»ycrcU thai: theic 
i$ a diftindion of ranks* I. believe. that 
diftin^ion to be, a goqd thing, and 
neceiTai^. to the .peace of .n^^kind* But^ 
l3^fyer,necf%yitm:fybe, ^muft ac- 

. <hc.|w5r orders of .fociety. . l^fnak^ oj(tt^ 

heart ache lo think that one man is bpp 

.to the iiihej:irax)cc of tycry fuperfluity, 

while 
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while the whole {hare of another, without 
^j dcmerirrof his, is drudgery an4; 
fiarving^ and, that all; t^is is indi%(:n&;H 
Wp-. t.W.p,th^p 3re ?rich, Mr, Tyntlf^ 
rauft r da f very thing io our {power. ' t^ 
lighten the yoke of tbcle^ unfortunate^ 
people^ . rW^i i ma& - notr ^ufe the ad^idsuiH 
tage that accident has given us, with an 
uiin)i6rcif^l:h{nd.. .sBoor Wfet)che3 ! d^y 
are prefledraltnofl l^yond i)earing as it 
i^v ^nd if we unfeelingly -give aaother^ 
turi) to thie-mad^^^ithey wiU bex;ru(he4i 
into atoms. 

This, pi&urc was pot without its cffcft^ 
e¥en upon .the pbdujfat^ ; npiznl of Mr«^ 
Tyrr^rrWell^lyrji,^! «ip no tyrant;, I, 
know very well that tyranny i^ sk ba4^ 
thing. But you de t oot iofer • froth, 
thtBce thj^t tl^efe pe9ple,^rp to do.«|:thej|r^ 
pkjic, aafl ncva .to i]a^tf, vith.:t^fir, 

Aifcml ■ .r >.\.i V. ■ : I-. •, v -., 

is y<«r aaimo%. . .Sy^<;r. jjg^w^h^^lt^*, 
,f J G 5 new- ' 



new-born bcncroteftdc of your nature; 
Go with me to Hawkins. Do ri6f letllir 
ti^x£ his deferts I poor fellow! te^has 
foSered almoft dl that bumani nature can 
ehdvi^. Det yolir forgivenefi txpon ^ 
€k:ca!ton be the earneft of good nei^ 
btHirhood and friendihip' between j&i 
and me^ 

. ^ No, fir, I will not go. I owh th*rc ik 
Ibmething in what yoU fay. I always kijew 
you had the wit to make good your own 
ftnry/ and tell a plaufibk tale. But I 
will not be come over thus. It has al- 
ways been my charader, when I ha& once 
<OfftieiVed a fcheme of vehgeandd never 
to forego it i ini I -will hot change that 
c^after. I took up Hawkins whoi 
ev«;ty body forfook him, and made^man 
otf llim> 4nd the iingiiateful rafcal has 
ffiilf iitfulied trk for my pains. Curfc 
me, ^ ey<r 1 forgive him ! It wouM be 
* gopd j^ft Indeed, If I were to forgive 
the iblbltDrce of my own creature, at the 
• '* - ' ' deGre 
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<*{0re pf 4. man 4ike youthac has beep rpf \ 

Borpptual plague, 

. For God-s Akc^ Mr, Tyrrel^ have 
ibme ri^afon in* y<Kir*rQ(cfitmf|it ! Lee us 
i^Ppo& that Hawkiiu^as behaved ua* 

jjuftifiably, and iafpltied yott« Is that an^ 
offence diat can jiever be expiated ? Miij9b 
the father be ruined, and the Ion haqgecj^ 
W glut yourTefi^ioient I 

Damn roe, fir» but you^ may talk your 
heart out ^ you (hall get nothing of ffic. 
I ihall never forgive myfelf for having. 
Jtiftened to you for a moment. I wiU^ 
fuffer nobody to fiop the ftream of mf 
peientmenti if I ever were to forgive 
bim, it Ihould be at nobody's intreaty bu^ 
mj own. JBut, fir, I never ynXL If he 
and all hir family were at my feet, £ 
would order them all to be hanged the- 
next minute^ if my power were as good* 
as my will. 

yiery well, fir, I have done. Jt have: 
only to tell you btforehan^ that fuch tv» 

C 6 tanny 



ranny as yours will cnakfe you die tiluve»* 
fal abhorrence of mankihd. Tou majt 
hug yourftff in your waaUIi and impu- 
nity, but be fure the genuiile fenle of 
tlife ^eyld\?i41 pierce tkrougK all your 
mtlviithments, atid fully avenge thofe 
^rwhofe blood you fo cruelly thirft. 
^ood day to you. 

Such was the cO!>fercnce of Mr. Falk- 
land and Mr.' Tyrrel rcfpefting this 
odious tfatlfadibn^ In one part it fecm- 
:cd to promife a more favourable iflue. 
3ut ithe rooted dispravity of the one, and 
perhaps the haughty impatience of the 
i>ther, fobn put an end to this agreeable 
lirofpoft. 'For Mr. Tyrrel, the averfion 
ht entertained for his accomplilhed neigh- 
bonr hourly increafcd. It feemed as if, 
the more incbnteftibly his excellencies 
iiifp)ayed ihen)ielves^ the jnore bitter 
and inexpiable was the abhorrence: ht 
^concefved for him. Having fet outWiih 

Mn tempt, and perfuaded himfelf of the 
V- . ; .. unpardonable 
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PDjpardonabk injuftice of thbfe fay whoiA 
Mr. Falkland was efteemed» he was 
probably anxious to exclude she ^idcnce 
pf his worth ; and, as that evidence weac 
on to increafe;, the flnig^rle : becaine 
mote painful, and thefituation mofre cxl 
cruciating. In this refpeft the ftktC'of 
Mt. Tyrrd's mind was pcrhapis pecti^ 
liarly critical ; and,* if we (hould allow 
ourfelves to Judge from the appearaneei 
exhibiied in the prefent cafe, we ihoald 
be apt CO lay it down as a ibrt of general 
maxim, that the greatefl: crimimly wbdl 
he perpetrates the moft atrocious. aft» i{ 
upon the very eve of yielding to Urn 
energy of ^truth, and relinquifliing for 
ever his odious defigns. 
4 Mr. Falkland departed from thi^con* 
fcrence with a confirmed difapprobatioj} 
cf the .xonduft of his neighbour, and ^ 
imaheraUe refolution to do every thing 
in his power coivclieve.thc.difb^eiibs qf 
V «. 3 Hawkins^ 
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Hawkim. But he was too l^e« Whatt 
iiearrivedy he found the honfe alretdy 
evacuated by its mailer. The hmikf 
WMM femoved nobody knew mhichers. 
liawkins was aUconded^ and, what W9U 
ftijl more extraordinary, the boy Haw*- 
kins had efcaped on the very fanie day 
from the county jdiL The enquiries^ 
Mr. Falkland fet on foot after them were 
fmitlds; no traces could be found of 
the cataftrophe of thcfe unhappy people.. 
That cataftrophe I ftall have occafion 
fliortly to relate; and it will be found 
pregnant with horror, beyond what the 
blackcft mtfanthropy could readily have 

Ittggefted. 

I go on with my talc I go oa to 
telate thofe incidents in which my owd< 
£ice was fo myfterioufly involved. The 
temper of Mr. Tyrrel, loured with 
perpetual difappointotent, became every 
iay move peevilh^ arrogant and morofe. 

The 
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The reader has fisen what it was in the 
ccMnmencement. But every thing has 
itt limits beyond whidi it can augment 
no farther. I lift the curtain, and bsii^ 
fionranl the laft a£t of the tragcdj;. 
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Tl 4*»*'-« 

HE .vkips^ of Mn Tyrrd, in 4hcir 
prefent ftatc of augmentation^ wcrepecu- 
liarly cxercifed upon his domcftics and 
dependents. But the principal fuffcrcr 
was mifs Emily Melvile, the orphaa 
daughter of his father's lifter. Miis 
Melvile*s mother had married uiifortii^ 
nately, or rather imprudently, againft 
the conient of her relations, all of whom 
had agreed to withdraw their countenance 
from her in confequence of that prccipi-- 
tate ftep. Her hufband had turned out 
to be no better than an adventurer; had 
ipent her fortune, which in confequence 
of the irreconcilablenefs ot her family 
was lefs than he expedted, and broken 
her heart. Her infant daughter was left 
without any refource* upon the wide 
world. In this fituation the reprefenta- 
: / ; J tions 
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tipns of the peopk with whom ihe hap* 
pened to be placed pre vailccj BP^^ Mr% 
Tyrrcl, the modier of the rq^ire, to rej* 
ceive her into. her family. In equity 
perhaps fhe was eotided vb that ponioa 
of fortune which her mother had forfeits 
ed by^ her imprudence, and which . had 
gone to fwell the property of fhe male ro^ 
pri^fentative^ But. this idea had nevor 
entered into the cpnceptions pf ;ttithef 
mother or ibn,^ , i^rs^ ^y^^^^^ .conceived 
that flse performed an aft- of the moil 
eitalted benevolence in admitting mifs 
Emi^y imp a fort of amphibipus (ituaupq^ 
which was. neither precifely ' thjit of a 
domellig^ nor yet marked with, the tf^aV 
mem that might feem due to one of (h« 
family.. • 

She had not however. at firft been .fifiv 
fiblp of all (he mortiQcattons that. might 
have, been expected from her conditioa. 
Mrs. Tyrrcl, though proud and impo* 
rious, v/as not ill-natured. . ThQ female 

who 
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who lived in the family m die capacity 
ef hotiiekeeper, was a pcrfon vrho Jiad 
feen better ddys^ and whofe dtfpofition 
was extremely iipright and amiable. She 
fcarly contraded a friendlhrp ibr the 
little Emily, who was indeed for the 
Inoft part committed to her care. Emily 
<m her fidb fatty ttp^id the aStd^iob of 
In* inttradtfcfe, arid teamed with great 
BociBty die littW accompiilbments Mr$» 
^akemair was a^e to eommufiicate; But 
inojft of all fhe imbibed her chearful and 
artkfs temper^ that extrafted the agrees 
ttbfe and encouraging from sdleveats^nd 
|>rcMtipted her to conununicace her fenti^ 
mentsj which were never of the cynioll 
tail:, without modiiicatioir or difguiie. 
Befide the advantages Emily derived from 
Mrs. Jakemaiv Ihe was permitted to take 
i^ds from the mafters who came to 
Tyrrcl Place for the inftrufkion of heir 
coufin ; and indeed, as the young gentk*. 
tnan was moft frequendy indifpofed to* 

attend 
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accend totfaem,'th«y^rotfIdcoininoD)yhaTi^ 
bad nothing to do, had k not been for the 
fbrtimate prefence of mils M^lvile. Mrs« 
Tyrrel therefore encouraged the ftudiea 
of Emily on that fcore; in addition to 
which ftc imagined tliat thia iivittg tJb^ 
hibition of inftni&ion might operate aa 
an incfoed alluiement to het darling 
Bamabkt, tlie ^mlf fprdes^sf motive dm 
^uM luibr «) be. prefenied^ / 

Smily, as'&e grew up, dilplaifed an ufl^ 
cottunim «8e^:te'€f fenfibility, which un^-^ 
der ber ^ircumftanees would 4iave been 
ifonraB at perpttual d^ffim^^idion, hid 
il ttot'befA qaabfied'^ith an extiemt 
Aieetdefi and eafiaefs ^qf tamper. She 
waa fifir from being mtitkd to the ap» 
pellation of a beamyi Her <perfon waa 
fiiitef said trivial *t ^er complexion £iu 
iroured'of tb&iniaffri^; aivd ber £K!e waa 
marked with the fmaU pox, fufficientlf 
CD dellroy itsxvennefi. and polifli, though 
lioi enough to annihilate its expreifion» 

But,, 



140 ABT£MTVR£SOr* 

Buty tlioogh her appearance was *• not 
bjitutifiil, it iiidjKK^,iaU toloe ia ahrgb 
degree engaghig; . Her complexion was 
it 6iKt KfaUhful and delicato; her long 
4ark jeyl^-hrows adapted theq^ielves with 
facjtiey to the vsirl^s conceptions Hfha 
Qftind; and her looks .bore the united Hs^ 
preffion of an adive difcernmcat. aiid. a 
g!;R)4*^»mP'ured fmnkaefii Th«ii$ibiK:« 
tion fhe hadsrece1ved» ta^ylm^MW^ 
of a cafttaV nature^ cxemprfsd her fiom 
th? .«il* 9f. MtittQt«l igiwa^^^ 
not frem a ic^rt <xf nam:e .wildM^H ar|itr 

fa^a mitsd^mdriipattk€f|ei{i|it>iti&}4 <^ 
ft^.i6afpo(Sktng kvii^ Jodicrs.; * Si»^*ainufed| 
wi^iout %aBtng<:Q;ftfckMis o£..tht ir^nc4 
fenfc which: herjobrfnrati<«»t(i>nM^i^ 
0r raiher, :btviiig nfter b<^ii d(?bi{ii!cftf 4 
with afiplafiicvih^^t^ Kgh^^.b]r..hier*,(>Mai 
iinabficitioiis ^ anicktaUaed ^m ihsi pure 
gkiety of a yoqthful* heart aSaing upoil 
the QiQtcs of a Juft underftanding^ >od 

not 



f 



Aot with any exportation- of being dif* 
tinguifhea and admiret). . • - 

The death' df hct; A0At«iade^*vtry'tit- 
fle change in her •firuation. ^hh pru« 
deht lady, who would have though|t ii 
little lefs than facpilegeito hav-e fonfidefi 
ed' hiifs Melvile as a brafictv of tAe ftock 
crf.the Tyrrels^ took no other ' notice of 
her in her will, than barely putting her 
down for. a huiidred pounds in a cirtt^ 
I6gue of legacies to her fertrants* • Sh* 
had ; never .been admitted into the itlti^ 
macy tind confidence of Mrs. Tywd'i 
and the young fquire, now that (he was 
left under his fole prote&ioni' fcemed 

inclined to treat her with even more 

• 

liberality than his mother had done. He 
had feen her grow up under his eye, and 
therefore, though there were but fix 
years difference between thdr ages, Hfe 
felt a kind of paternal mtdreft in het 
welfare. ' 'Habit had rendered her in a 
maone'f neceflary to him, and in every 

rccefs 
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recefs froqi the ocfrppations of the fidd 
and the pleafure$ of the table, Ke found 
bimfelf foKtaiy and forlorn without ^he 
fockty of mifs Melvile. Nearnefs of 
kindred and Emily's want of perfonal 
l)eauty pftvented him from ever look- 
ing on her with the eyes of defire. Her 
«cconf>plifiinient$ werephiefly oi the cuf« 
lomary and fupcrficial kind, dancing 
and nnuuUc. Her (kill in the firft led him 
ibmecimes to indulge her with [a vacant 
comer in his carriage when he went to 
|he neighbouring aflembly -^ and^ in what- 
ever light he might himfelf think pro- 
per to regard her, he would have ima- 
ging bis chambernuid, introduced by 
hto^, entitled to an undoubted place in 
th^ moft fplei^id circle. Her mufical 
tilents were frequently employed for his 
amufement. She had the honour occa- 
fiopaliy of playing him to fleep after the 
fatigues of the chace; and as he had 
fome rdifli for harnKinious founds, ihe 

was 
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was A'fquently able to foothe him by 
their means from the perturbations <x£ 
which his glopmy difpolition wa% lb emK 
Bently a flave. Upon the whole (he 
might be conQdered as in fome fort his 
favourite. She was the mediator to 
whom |ii& tenants and domeftics, when 
chey had incurred his difpleafure, were 
accuftomed to apply; the privileged 
Companion that could handle this lion* 
with impunity in the midft of his roar» 
ings. She fpoke to him without feari 
her folicications were always good-na- 
tured and difinterefted ; and, when he re- 
paired her, he difarmed himTelf of half 
his terrors, and was contented to fmile 
at her prefumption. 

Such had been. for fbme years the litu* 
atipn of mifs Mel vile. It^ precariouf- 
nc{& had been beguiled, by the chearful- 
nefs of her own temper, and the uncom* 
^lon forbearance with which fhe was" 

created by her favage proteftor. But 

his 
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Ifis dlfpofition, always brutal, bad ac-. 
quired a new degree of ferocity fincc the 

fettlement of Mr. Falkland in his neigh-, 
bourbood. JHe occafionally forgot the 
gentleneis with which he had been ac- 
cuitomed to treat his good-natured cou^ 
fin. Her little playful arts were not al-> 
ways fuccefsful in foftening hi^ rage ; and 
He would fbmetimes turn.u^on her blan^s 
difhments with an impatient fternnefs 
that made her tremble. The carelefs 
eafc of her difpofition however foon ef- 
faced thefe impreflions, and fhe fell with- 
out variation into her old habits. 

A circumftance occurred about this 
time which put an end to the felicity, 
that mifs Melvilc in fpitc of the frowns 
of fortune bad hitherto enjoyed. Emily 
was exaftly fevcnteen when Mr. Falk- 
land returned from the continent. At 
this age (he was peculiarly fufceptible of 
#e .charms of beauty, grace and moral 
excellence, when united in a pcrfon of the 

otl;fr 
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Other fex. She was imprudeftt, prccifely 
becaufe her own heart was incapable of 
guile. She had never yet felt the fling 
of the poverty to which flic was con- 
demned, and had not reflefted on the in- 
fuperable diftance that fortune has pla- 
ced between the opulent and th« poorer 
clafles of the community. She beheld 
Mr. Falkland, whenever he was thrown 
in her way at any of the public meet* 
ings with admiration j and, without hav- 
ing precifely explained to herfelf the fen- 
timents (he indulged, her eyes followed 
him through all the changes of the fcenc 
with eagernefs and impatience. She did 
not fee him, as the reft of the affembly 
did, born to one of the ampleft eftates 
in the county, and qualified to affert his 
title to the richeft heirefs. She thought 
only pf Falkland, with thofe advantages 
which were moft intimately his own, and " 
of which no perfecution of adverfe for- - 
tune had the ability to deprive him. In 
• Vol, I. H a word 
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JSL word flic was tranfportcd when he was 
prcfent j - he was the perpetual fubjeft of 
jier reveries at\d her dreams; but his 
image excited no fentiment in her mind 
•beyond that of the immediate pleafuise 
annexed to the idea. 

The notice Mr. Falkland had taken 
of her in return appeared fufficiently 
encouraging to a mind fo full of prepof- 
feflion as that of Emily. There was a 
particular complacency in his looks when 
.dire£led towards her. He had faid in a 
company^ of which one of the perfons 
pri^fent repeated his remarks to mi& 
Melrile, that ihe appeared to him ami- 
able and intercfting, that he felt for her 
unprovided and deftitute ficuation, and 
that he fliould have been glad to be moie 
particular in his notice of her, had he 
not been apprehenfive of dping her a 
prejudice in the fufpicious mind of Mr. 
Tyrrel. AH this flie treated as the rav- 
jibing condefccnfipn of ,a fuperior na- 
ture^ 
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tnrc; for, if (he did not recoUeft with 
Efficient affiduity his gifts of fortune^ 
-file was on the other hand filled wicb 
reverence for his unrivalled accomplilh- 
mems. But, while fiie thus feemingl|r 
difclaimcd all comparifon between Mr, 
JRalkland and herfelf, (he probably che- 
ri(hed a confufed idea that fome event 
was yet in the womb of fate which might 
reconcile things apparently the moft Uh 
compatible. Fraught with thefe prepoC- 
(edlons, the civilities that had once or 
twice occurred in the buftle of a public 
circle, the reftoring her. fan which (he 
had dropped, or the discommoding her 
•of an empty tea-cup, made her heart 
palpitate, and gave birth to the wildeft 
chimeras in her deluded imagination. 

About this time an event happened 
that helped to give a precife deccrmina- 
tion to the fludbuations of mifs McU 
vile*s mind. One evening, a (hort tixnt 
^ter the death of Mr. Clare, Mr. 

H 2 Falkland 
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Falkland had been to the hoole of hb 
deceafed friend in his quality of exe- 
ciitor, and by fon:ie accident! of iittle in- 
trinlic importance had been detained 
three, or four hours later than he intend- 
^. He did not fet out upon bis return 
till two o'clock in the morning. At this 
time, in a fituation fo remote from the 
metropolis, every thing is as filent as it 
vrould be in a region wholly uninhabit- 
ed. The moon fhone bright, and thie 
objefts around, being marked with 
ftrong variations of light and fliade at 
the fame time that they were not dif- 
tinftly feen, gave a kind of Acred fo- 
kmnity to the fcenc. Mr. Falkland had 
taken Collins with him, the bu'ftncfs to 
be fettled at Mr. Clare's being in fomfe 
refpcfts fimilar to that to which this 
faithful domeftic had been accuftomcd 
in the routine of his ordinary fervicc* 
1" hey had entered into fomc converfa- 
tion, for Mr. Falkhnd was not then in 

the 
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the habit of obliging the peribns'aboutr 
him by formality and refervc to recol- 
lect who he was. The atcra&ions of the 
fcen^ mad^ them break off the talk fome* 
what abruptly, that they might enjoy it 
without interfuption. They had not 
rpdc far^ before a holloa wind feemed to 
rife at a diflaace, and they could hear 
the hoarfe roarings of the fea. Prefcntly 
the Iky on one fide affumed the appear-' 
ance of a reddifh brown, and a fudden 
angle in the road placed this phenome- 
non dire&ly before them. As they pro- 
ceeded it became more diflin6t, and it 
was at length fufficiently vifible that it 
Was occafioned by a fife. Mr. Falkland 
put fpurs to his horfc; and, as they ap- 
proached^ the obje6l prefented every in- 
ftant a more tremendous appearance. 
The flames afcended.^wich fiercencfs ; they 
cnabraced a, large portion of the horizon ; 
a|id, as they carried up along with them 
numerous Jittk fragments of the mate^ 

H 3 rials 
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rials' that fed them, impregnated witfia 
fire, and of an extremely bright and In* , 
minous colour^ they prefented no inadc* 
quate image of the epuption of a vol* 
canOi 

The flames proceeded' from- a village' 
direftly in their road. There were eight 
or ten houfes already on fire, and the 
whole fcemed to be threatened with im*^ 
mediate defbudion. The inhabitants^ 
were in the utmoft confternation, having 
had no previous experience of a fimilar 
calamity. They conveyed with hafl»: 
their moveables anJ furniture into the 
adjoining fields, the whole furface of* 
which was heated, to. an. uncommon de- 
gree. When any of them had effeftcd: 
this, as far as it could he attempted with^ 
fafety, they were unable to conceive any 
farther remedy, but ftpod wringing their 
bands and contemplating the ravages of 
the fire in an agony of powerlcfs defpain 
The water that could be procured in any 

mode: 
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mode pradifed in that place, was but 
as a drop contending with a whole ele- 
ment in arms. The wind in the mean 
time was rifing,. and the fliame^ fpread- 
with more and more rapid itf^ 

Mr. Falkland contemplated thi^ f(%ne^ 
for a few minutes, as if ruminating with 
himfelfas to what could be done. He 
then diredled fome of the country: pcopk* 
about him to pull down, a houfe, next to * 
one that was wholly on fire, but which it- 
fclf was not yet touched. They, feemed 
aftoniihed at^a direction • which implied a* 
irolumary de(lru£tion of property, and 

oonfidered. the tafk as too much in, th€ 
heart of the danger to be undertaken. 
Obferving that they were motionlefs, he 
difmounted from bis horfe, and called 
upon them in an authoritative voice tQ^ 
follow him. He afcended the houfe in- 
an inftant, and prefcntly appeared upon^ 
the top of it as if in the midft of the 
flames. Having, with the afllftance of 

H 4 two 
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two or three of the perfons that followed 

him moft clofely, and who by this time 
had fupplied themfelves with whatever 
tpols came next to hand, looiened the 
fupport of a ftack of chimni^, he pufh« 
ed them headlong imo the midft of the 
fire. He pafied and repafied abng the 
roof ; dsidy having &% people to work cm 
all parts, defcended in order to fee what 
could be done in any other quarter* 

At this moment an el4er]y woman burft 
from the midft of a houfe in flames. 
The utmoil confternation was painted 
in her looks ; and, as foon as ihe could 
recolleft herfelf enough to have a pro^ 
per idea of her fituation, th^fubjed of 
her anxiety ieemed in an inftant to be 
totally changed. Where is my child ? 
cried fhe, and call an anxious and pierc- 
ing look among the furrpunding crowd. 
Oh, fhe is loft ! fhe is in the midft of the 
flames! Save her! faveher! my child! She 
filled the air with heart-rending (hcieks. She 
.8 ' turned 
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turned towards the hdufe. The people . 
tbat were near endeavoured to preveot . 
her, but (he Ihook them off in a moment. . 
She entered the paflage; viewed the 
hideous ruin; and was then going to. 
plunge into the blazing ftair cafe. Mr, . 
Falkland feized her arm j it was Mrs. 
Jakeman. Stpp ! he cried, with a voice 
that leemed more than human. Stay you- 
here i' I will feck, I will fave her 1 He , 
chared the aitepdaots .to detain Mrs« 
Jakeman ; he enquired which was the 
apartment of Emily. Mrs, Jakemaij was^ 
upon a vifit to a fitter who lived in the 
village, and had brought Emily along;, 
with her. Mn Falkland afcended a 
neighbouring houfe ; entered that in. 
which Emily was, by a window in the 
roof J and in two minutes re-appeared witli^ 
his k>vcly burthen in his arms. Having 
rcftored her to her affe£lionate proteftor 
fnatched from the imniediate grafp of 
death>.£rom which, if he had not, noncr 

H 5 woukfe 



154 ADVINTURES Of 

would have delivered her, he returned to* 
bis former taflc. By his prefence of ' 
mind, by his indefatigable humanity and t 
incefiant exertions j he faved three- fourths 
of the village from deflru6tion. The- 
confkgr^tion being at length abated, he- 
fought again Mrs; Jakeman- and Emily, 
He difplayed the tendereft folicitude for. 
the young lady's fafety, and dircded^ 
Collins to go with as much fpeed as he- 
could, and fend his chariot to attend her. 
More than- an hour elapfed in this inter-, 
vaU Mifs Melvile had never fcen fo 
iBiich of Mr. Falkland upon any former^ 
occafiony and the fpedacle of fuch huma-. 
nity, delicacy, firmnefs and ju(lic« inthe- 
form^ of man, as te crowdiad imo this* 
fmall (pace, was both altogether new ta. 
her, and in the higheft degree fafcinating. 
Emily no fooner arrived at- the family 
manriDn,,than Mr. T'yrrelran out to re- 
ceive her. He hadjuft heard of the me*. 
Uncholy accident that had taken place ar 

9 the. 
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the village^ and was terrified for the fafetjr 
of his good-humoured coufin. He dif-- 
played thofe unpremeditated emotions^ 
which are common to almoft every indi- 
vidual of the human race. He was* 
greatly ihocktd at the fufpicion that 
Emily might poffiWy have become the 
viftim of a cataftrophe which had thus- 
broken out in the very dead of night.. 
His fcnfations were of the moft pleafing- 
ibrt, when he folded her in his ^rms and 
fearful apprehcnfion was inftantaneoufly^ 
converted into joyous certainty. Emily^ 
no fooner entered the well-known roofer 
than fhe forgot all Ihe had fuffered ; hei^ 
Spirits were brilkj,.and her tongue incet 
fane in defcribing her danger and her dc-* 
liverance. Mr. Tyrrcl had formerly been 
torcu red with the innoc«ni:*eulogiums Iha 
pjronorunced of Mr. Falkland." Bur theife 
were tamenefs itfelf, compared -witk- the 
rich and various eloquence that now 
flowed from her lips. She defcribed his 

H..6 adivicy 
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aftivity and his refourccs, the prompt^ 
tudc with which every thing was con- 
ceived, and the cautious, but daring-wif- 
dom with which it was executed. All 
was fairy- land and enchantment in the te- 
nouf of her artlcfs tale ; you faw a bene- 
iicent genius furveyin;^ and controling 
the whole, but could have no notion of 
any humati means by which his purpoies 
were efFcfted. 

Mr. Tyrrel liftened for a while to thefe 
innocent effufions with patience *, he could 
even bear to hear the man applauded by 
whom he had juft obtained fo confideraljle 
a benefit. But the theme by amplifica- 
tion became nauleous^ and he was at 
length obliged with fome roughnefs to 
put an end to the tale. Probably upon 
recoUedtion it appeared ftill more infolent 
and intolerable than while it was pafling \ 
the fcnfation of gratitude wore off, bur 
the hyperbolical praife that had been be- 
ftowed ilill haunted his memory, and 

founded 
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founded in his ear : Emily feemed to have, 
entered into the confederacy that difturl> 
ed his repofe. As for the young lady 
herfelf, fhe was wholly unconfcious of 
the. offence that had been given, and upon 
every occafion quoted Mr. Falkland af 
the model of el^ant manners and true 
wifdom. She was a total ftranger to difll* 
mulation^ and fke could not conceive 
that any body beheld the objed of her 
admiration with lefs partiality than her 
inexperienced heart had entertained* 
Meanwhile her artlefs love became 
more fervent than ever. She flattered 
herfelf that nothing lefs than a re* 
ciprocal paillon could have prompted 
Mr. Falkland to the defperate attempt 
of faving her from the flames ; and fbfi 
truited that this paflion would fpeedily 
burfl: the barriers of filence, as well as in^ 
duce the objeft of her aflfeftion to over* 
look her comparative unworthinefs. 
Mr. Tyrrel endeavoured at firft to 

check 
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check mifs Melvilein her applaufes, and 
ID convince her by various tokens that 
Ac fubjcft> was ' dilagreeable to * him. 
Emily was accuftomed to yield impKcir 
and unreluftant obedience,- and'thercforc' 
it'- was not difficult to reftrain her ; but 
upon the very next occafion her favourite 

4 

topic would force its way to her lips. 
Her obedience was the acquicfcence of a' 
franK and. benevolent heart'; but it was 
the moft difficult . thing in the world tO' 
rnfpire her with fear. Confcious herfclf 
that flie would not hurt a worm, (he could 
not conceive that ariy one would harbour 
cruelty and rancour againfthcr. Her 
temper prefer ved her from obftinate con- 
tention with the perfons under whofe pro- 
teftion fhe was placed ; and, as her com- 
pliance was- unhefitatingv Ihe had had no 
Experience of a fcvere and rigorous treat- 
ment. As Mr. TyrreVs objection to the 
very name of Falkland became more pal- 
irable. and uniform, mifs Melvile- in- 

creafed:. 
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oreafed in her precaution. She would ) 
ftbp herfclf in the hatf-pronounced fen** 
tcnces that were meant to hir praiicw*. 
This circtmiftance had necef^rily an un^^ • 
gracious efi^*^ it^ was a cutting fatiiv* 
upon the imbecility o£ her. kanfman»\ 
Upon thefe occafion^ ihe.wouk} fomctimes'^ 
venture upon a good^humouced expoftu* 
lation:* Dear fir! well,- T wonder how* 
you cai> be- fo ilUnatured ! I am fare Mr. - 
Falkland^ would do you any good office? 
in the world : till fbe was checked by 
fome geiture of impatience and fierce-^ 
nels. . 

At length fhc wholly conquered Ker* 
h^edleifnefs and inattention. But it was> 
now too late. Mr. Tyrrel already fuf- 
pefted the exiftence of that pallion which' 
ihe had thoughtlefsly imbibed. His ima«^ 
gination, ingenious in torment, fuggefted/ 
to him alt. the different opcningsin con-- 
vcrfation in which (he wouldihaveinfifo-- 
duccd the praife of Mr. Falkland, had. 

flic. 
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l|ic oot heeo plaK:^d under tl^U unnatural 
Tcftralnt, Her prefent jcfcrvc i;ipon the 
fubje£fc was i^ore infufrer4|;]de thsin even 
her former loquacity. All his kindnc& 
for this unhappy orphan gradually fub- 
fided. Her partiality for the man who 
of all others w^as mod the objed of his ha- 
tred, appeared to him as the laft perfecu- 
tipn of a malicioi)$ deftiny. He figured 
himfelf as about to be deferted by every 
creature in human form, all men under 
the influence of a fatal enchat^cment ap- 
proving only what was fophiftlcated and 
artificial, and holding the rude and ge- < 
nuine offspring of nature in mortal anti- 
pathy. Impreilcd with theie gloomy 
prefages, he faw mifs Mel vile with. no. 
fentiments but thofe of rancorous abhor- 
rence V and, accuftomed as he was to the 
uncontrokd indulgence of all his propen^ 
fities, jdetermined to wreak upon her a 
RffkH revenge. 

C H A F. 
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.R. TYRREL confultcd his old con*, 
fident refpefting the plan he fliould pur* 
foe, who on his part felt no cotnpuo£fcioci^ 
upon the fubje£t, nor had any idea that 
an infignificant girl, without either wealths 
or beauty, ought to be allowed for a mo-, 
n^nt to ftand in the way of the ^atifica- 
tions of a man of Mr. TyrrePs impor^t 
tance. The firft idea of her now unre- 
lenttng kinfman was to thruft her from hia 
doors, and leave her to feek her bread ia 
the wide world. But he was confcioui 
that this proceeding would involve ium 
in confiderable obloquy ; anid hq at length 
fixed upon a fcheme which^ at the famcf^ 
time that he believed it woul^ fuiEcientIf 
ihelter his reputation, would much more 
certainly fecure her mortiiicatioQ and pu« 
nilhment. 

For 
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For this purpofe he fixed^upon a younip, 
man of twenty, the fonof one Grimes^ 
who occupied a. fmall fkrm.the property 
•f his confident. This fellow he re- 
folved to impefe a& a hufband on mHs 
Melvile,. who he fhrewdly fufpeftedy^ 
guided by the tender fentiments Ihe had 
unfortunately conceived for Mr^ Falk- 
land, would liften with reludance to any. 
patrimonial propofal. Grimes he iele&«^ 
•d.as being in all refpe£ts the diametrical- 
nverfe.of Mr; Falkland. He was not 
preciiely a lad of vicious propenGties, but;^ 
in an^ inconceivable degree boorilh and« 
uncouth. His complexion was fcarceJ^^ 
human ; his features were coarfe, and 
ibrai^ly. difcordant and disjointed frooK^ 

each other. His lips^were thick, and tha^ 
tone of' his voice broad and unmodulated*^. 
His legs were of equal fize from one end 
to the other, and his. feet milbapen and- 
ehimfy. He had nothing fpiteful. or ma- 
licious in his difpofition, but be was at 

totali 
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fiotar ftranger to tendcrncfs 5 he could not 
feci for thofc refinements in otKers, of 
which he had no experience in himfclf. 
He was an expert boxer ; his inclinatioir 
led him tofuchamufemeAts as were mo(t 
boifterous ; and he delighted in a fort of 
manual farcafm,. which he could not con« 
ceive to be very injurious, as it left na 
traces behind it. His general manners 
were noify and ebftreperous ; inattentive: 
to others ; and obftinate and unyielding^ . 
not from any crueky and ruggednefs of? 
temper, but from ai> incapacity to con*, 
ceivethofe finer feeling^s that makelly 
large a part of the hiftoiy of'pcrfonj* 
who are call: in a gentler moulds. 

Such was the uncouth and half-civi*' 
Ijfed animal which the induftrious malicer 
of Mr. Tyrrel fixed upon as mofLhappily: 
adapted to his purpofe. Emily had liU 
therto been in an unufual degree exempted^ 
from the oppreffion of defpotifm. Her 
fiappy iniignificance. bad fcrved her as a. 

grotedtion^. 
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proteftion.. No one thought it worth his 
while to fetter her with thofe numerous 
petty rcftriftions, with which the daugh- 
tcrs of opulence are commoaly tormented. 
She had the wildnefs as weU.as the deli* 
cate frame of the bard that warbles un- 
molefled in its native groves. 

When therefore fhe heard frQm her 
kinfman the propofal of Mr. Grimes for 
a hufl>and. (he was for a noomient Xilent 
with allonilhment at f<> unej^pefted afug- 
geftion. But,, as 4baa as fhe recovered. 
jier fpecci^, ihe replied : No^ fir, I thank 
yoa Ble& me II do not want ahuf- 
hand : I am but a child. 

You are a woman ! Are not you al*. 
ways hankering after the men ? It is high 
time you fhould be fettled. 

Mr. Grimes is fuch a flrange man. 
Why, I da not know what he is like ! 
He is like for all the world a great huge 
porpufs^ No, I thank you ! when I do 

have 
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hare a hufband, it fhall not be {nth a 
man as Grimes neither. 

Be filent ! How dare you give your 
tongue fuch unaccountable liberties ? 

Wcllj I wpnder what I fhould do with 
him. Why, it is like as if you fhould 
give me your great rough water-dog, and 
bid me make him a filk cufhion to lie in 
my drcffing-room. Befide, fir, Grimes 
is a common labouring man, and I am 
fure I have ^ ways heard my aunt fay that . 
ours is a very gfeat family. 

It is a lie ! Gur family ? Have you the 
impudence to tbink yourfelf one of oi^r 
family? 

Lord, Grb was not your grandpapa 
my grandpapa ? And how then can we 
be of a different family ? 
. For. a dainned ftrong neafon. Youasc 
the daughter of a rafcally fvcotchman, 
who fpent every (hilling of my aunt Han- 
nah's fortune, and left you a beggar. 

You have got a hundred pounds, and 

Grimes's 
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Grimes's father promifes to give him 3» 
much. How dare .you look dowii upon 
your equals ? 

Nay, now, fir, I am furc 1 am not 
proud. But indeed and indeed, fir, I can 
never love Mn Grimes. Dear, dcarl 
lie is more like a cart-horfe than a hut- 
band . I am very happy as I am. I love 
you, and I kwe Mrs, Jakeman : why 
ihoold I be married ? 

Ceafe your prating! Grimes will be 

here this aft;ernoon. Look that you 

4)ehave well to him. If you do not, he 

will remember and repay when you leaft 

like it. 

-Now, I am fure, fir, you— you arc not 
in earneft ? 

Not in earneft ! Damn me but ve 
will foe that. I can tell what you would 
km at. You had rather be Mr. Falk- 
land's mi(s, than the wife of a plain 
downright yeoman. But I fhall take 

care of you. — ^Aye, this comes of iadul- 

gcncc. 
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igefice. You muft be taken down, niifs. 
You mufl: be taught the difference be- 
tween high Hown notions and realities. 
Mayhap jou may cake it a littk in dud- 
geon or fo. But never mind that. Pride 
always wants a little fmarting. If you 
ihould be brought to ihame, it is I that 
•ihall bear' all the blame of it. 

The tone in which Mr. Tyrrel fpoke 
was fo difiecent from any thing to which 
mifs Melvile had been accuftomed, that 
ihefelt hesfelf wholly unable to determine 
what conftruftion to put upon it. S6m6- . 
^imes fhe thought he had really .formed 
JSL plan fbr itnpofing upon her a condition, 
?that Ihe could .not bear fo much as to 
think of. But prefently flie rejefted this 
/idea as an unworthy imputation upon 
her kinfman, and concluded that it was' 
only his way, and that all he meant was 
to try her. To be refolved however Ihc 

•determined toconfult her conftant advifer, 
Mrs. Jakeman, and accordingly repeated 

to 
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to her whjtt bad pafled. Mrs. Jaketnaa 
faw the whole in a very different, l^kt 
from that in which Emily had conceived 
it, and trembled for the future peace 
of her beloved ward. 

Lord blefs me, my dear mamma 1 cried 
Emily, (this was the appellation fhe de- 
lighted to beftow upon the good houiie- 
keeper) fure you cannot think fo« But 
I do not care. I will never Ofurry Grimes 
let them do as they will. 

But how will you help yourfelf ? My 
mafter will oblige you. 

Nay, now you think you are talking 
to a child indeed. It is I am to have 
the man, not Mr. Tyrrel. Do you 
think I will kt any body elfe choofc a 
huifl^and for me ? I am not fuch a fool 
as that neither. 

Ah, Emily ! you little know the dif- 
advantages of your fituation. Your cou- 
fui is a violent man, and perhaps will turn 
you out of doors, if you oppofe him. 
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• Oh, matnma^ it is very wicked of you 
to iay fo. I am fure Mr, Tyrrcl is a very 
good maOy though he be a little crois 
now and then. He knows very well 
that I am right to have a will of my own 
In fuch a thing as this, and nobody is 
puniihed for doing what is, right. , 

Nobody ought, my dear child. Bat 
there arc very wicked and tyrannical men 
in the world. 

Well, well, I will never believe that 
my coufin is one of thofe. 

I hope he is not. 

And, if he were, what then ? To be 
fure I (hould be very forry to make hin^ 
angry* 

What then ?;Why then my poor^dear 
Emily would be a beggar. Do you 
think I could bear to fee that ? 

No, no. Mr. Tyrrcl has jufl told me 
daat I have a hundred pounds. But, if 
I had no fortune at all, is not that th^ 
cafe with a thoufand other folks ? Why 

yoL. I. I Ihould 
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fhould I grieve, for what thqr b«r and 
are merry ? Do not make yourfclf uneafy, 
mamma, I am determined that I will 
do arty thing rather than* marry Grimes 
however ; that is what I will. 

Mrs. Jakeman could not bear the un- 

-eafy ftate of fufpenfe in which this con- 

vcrfation left her mind, and went imme- 

> 

diately to the fquirc to have her doubts 
tefolved. The manner in which fhe pro- 
pbfed the queftion fufBciendy indicated 
the judgment (he had formed of the 
match 4n queftion. 

That is true, faid Mr. Tyrrel, I want- 
ed to fpcak to you about this affair. * The 
girl has got unaccountable notions ifi her 
head, that will be the ruin of her. You 
perhaps can tell where (he had them« 
But, be that as it mav, it is high time 
fbmething ihould be done. Thelhorteft 
way is the beft, and to keep things* well 
while they are well. In Ihoft I am deter- 
mined fhe ihall marry this lad : you do 

not 



not htKm wtiy harm of kur, do yoat 
You have a good deal (^influence vich 
lier^ and I defire, do yoti. fee:? diat you 
urill employ it to lead her to her good : 
yoQ had belt, I can teU yoo*' .She U a 
pe/t vii^en ! By atid by flie would be: a 
^hoi«, and at 1^ no better than a co«i^ 
fno^ trull) and rot upon a dunghil, if I 
v^te AM at 2^ 'thefe . pains to lave her 
from deftrudion. I would make her an 
ho'Acftffarmer*i5 wife, and my pretty mifs 
^anndt bear th^ thc^^ts of it ! 

tn the afternoon Grimes cwne accord* 
ing to appointment, and was left alone 
with the young lady. Well, mifs, faid 
he, if feems the fq«iire has a mind to make 
m man a?id wiftj. For my part, I carti 
not fay I fkould have thought of it* 
But^ being af^ how the (quire has broke 
the ice, if fo be as you like of the match, 
w*y 1 am ydur man* Say the word j a 
nod is as good as a wink to a blind horfe i 

•I % - and. 
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And th^s ^ you fte» why t^re is no 
more to be laid. 

Emily was already fufficiendy mortified 
at the unexpeAed propofal of Mr. Tyr« 
rel« She was confouoded at the novels 
of the fituatiao, and fiill more at the un- 
cultivated rudeaef$ of her lover, #hich 
even exceeded her expe&ation. This 
confufion was interpreted by Grimes into 
diffidence. 

Come, come, never be <:aft down. 'Put 
a good face upon it. What though? 
My firft fweetheart was Bet Butterfield, 
but what of that ? What muft be muft 
be ; grief will never fill the belly* She 
!was a fine ftrapping wench, that is the 
truth of it I Five foot ten inches, and as 
Aout as a trooper. Oh, (be would do a 
power of work ! Up early and down lake ; 
nitlk^ ten cows with her own hands ; on 
with her cardinal, rode to market be* 
tween her panniers, fair weather andfoul, 
iwly blow or ihow. |It would have done 

your 
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your heart gbod to have fccn her frofl- 
bitten <:heeks, as red as^ a bcefen from 
her own orchard'? Ah, (Re was a maid of 
mettle ; would romp with the harveft men j. 
flap one upon the back, -wreftle with ano* 
thcr, and had a rogue's triek and a joke 
for all round'. Poor girl ! fhe broke her 
neck down ftairs at a chriflening. TA 
ht furc I fhall never meet with her fel^ 
k)w ! But never you mind that*! 1 (}t>noc 
doubt that I (half find more in you qpoA 
ferrher acqiiaimance. ' As coy and bafli^ 
ful as you fecm, idarc fay you are rogtrc 
tnough at' bottom. When I have tou2kd 
anti rumpled you ia litdey l^d^alLfee^ if 
tm no chickens mtfs, whade^r y<ya may 
thinFk me. I know what is what^^nd can 
fee ' as far into a milftoiie as^ anocheiv 
Ay, ays you will come to^ j The fife- wOl 
&ap at the bait> never doubt it* ''lfe% 
yes, we (hall rub onjmaiit well togethcn^ 
Emily by this time had in fome degree 
muftcred up her fpirits,* and began, 

I 3;^ though 
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though with hefitation,. to thank Mr- 
primes for his good opinion, but to con* 
fefs that ihe could never be brought ta 
favour his addrefles. She therefore in* 
treated him to ikfift from all farther ap«* 
plication. This remonftrance on her 
part would have become, mone intelligible^, 
had ic not been for his boifterous manners 
and extravagant chearfulaeis, which in^ 
diijpofed him to filence, and ma^e him 
luppofe that at half a <word he bad a fuf^ 
ficiedt intimation of another's meaning. 
Mr. Tyrrel tn the mean tkne took care t«^ 
itterrupt ibt? foene before they could ha^^ 
time to proceed far in ex|)laiutioi), and 
was ftudious in the ktiwl to prevent the 
young folks from being too iattmately 
jicquainted with each other's incfinationsc 
Orimes of confequence attributed all the 
lehiftance of mi^s MeJlvile to maiden coj^r 
nefs, and the (kittifli ihynefs of an un* 
^broken colt. Indeed had it been other- 
wife) it is not probable that it would have 

made 



made any, e&ftual impreflion upon him ; 
as he yga^ aiways accuftomtd to talk of 
women as made for the recreation of the 
jnefi^^^nd^tofiiclaini agatnit the ill-judged 
Waknefs of people who taught them to 
imag^e chat they were entitled to judgp 
for themiielves* 

As .the fuit proceeded and mifs Mel- 
Vjic faw more of her new admirer, her an- 
lipMhf ihcfeB&d. BiK, thot]igh her cha-> 
n&er was imfpoiied by thoie falfe wanta 
which frequently make people of family 
mifefable while ithey have every thing 
that aaturp^Tequires within their reach^ 
yet (he had been little. ufed to oppofition^ 
and was really terrified by the growing 
Aemneis of her kiniman* Sometimes Ihe 
thought of flying from a hq\xf^ which 
was now become her dui^eon j butth^p 
habks of her youth, and her ignorance, of 
the world made her ibrink from this pro- 
jc<9: when Ib^ontemplatid it more nearly^ 
Mrs. Jakeman indeed could not think 

1 4 with. 
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with patience of young Grime?;^ a RuC- 
band for her darling Emily, but Ecr pnir- 
dcnce determined fier to refill with all her 
might the idea on the part of the young, 
lady of proceeding to extremities. She 
could not believe that Mr. Tyrrel Would 
perfift in fuch an unaccountable perfectly 
tion, and flic exhorted mifs Mclvilc to 
forget for a moment the unaffc&ed inde- 
pendence of her charafter, and padie» 
cally to deprecate Mn Tyrrd's obftinacyw 
She had great confidence in the ingenuous 
eloquence of her ward. Mrs. Jakenun 
did not know what was jAffing in the 
mind of the tyrant* 

Mifs Melvile complied with thc^fug* 

geftion of her mamma. One morning 
immediately after breakfaft flie went to 
her harpfichord, and played oiie after 
another feveral of thofe airs, that were 
moft the favourites of Mr. Tyrrel. Mrs., 
Jakeman was retired •, the fervants were 
gone to their refpcdive employments^ 

Mr.. 
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Mr. Tyrfeji^ould have igojie .fA%o ; his 
mind was untuned, and he did not take 
^the pleafure he had been accuilomed.tp 
take in the mufical performances^ 9f 
Emily. But her finger ^was. now more 
tafteful than common-. Her . mind , was 
probably, wrought' up .to sl- firmer and 
bokler. tone by the recQlleilion of the 
caufe (he was going to plead, .at thefanac* 

f * * 

time that it was exempt from thof^ i^nca- 
pafifaiLing tr^emors which wp.uld. . have * 
been felt by one that dared not look po- 
verty, in the face. Mr. Tyjrd was *wi^ 
i^ble to^ leave the apartment. Sometimes 
li^ trayerfed it with impatient ftcg4 . then - 
he. hung over thepi^rini^ocentiwlioie 
{tf^ers.were. exerted to. pleafe faim \ at 
ieng^ he threw himfclf in a cliaii;;..oppp^ 
fite, with his eyes turned towards Emily. 
It was^ eafy to jra,ce the pr^grefs of his 
^motions. The furrows into^wWchhis 
.^countenance was cpptraded . were gra- 
dually relaxed j his features were bright- 

I 5 ened 
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cncd into a fmBc ^ the kuiArtft wi& 
which he had upon former occafions con^ 
tcmplatcd Enuly fecmed to «viv« in his. 

heart. 

Emily watchid her opportunity. Ar 
foon as fhe had finiihed cmc of the pieces^ 
fhe rofe and went to Mr. Tyrrck 

Now have not I done it nicely ? And 
after all this will not yoii give me a re- 
ward ? 
' ' A rfcward I Ay, come here, and I wiE 

* • 

giveyouakift. 

" Podhl no, that is not it. Aniiyet 
you have not kifled me this many a day,. 
Formerly^ you faid you loved me, aad 
called me your Emily. I am fore yott 
did not love me better than I loved yott«. 
You would not make me miferable, woukl 

jou ? 
' Miferable ! how can you aft: foch « 
queftion ? But have a care \ Do not pdC 
me out of humour. Do not come widi 
any of your romantic notiofis now. 
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No^ 1HH I had no romantic . notions^ 
io mf head. I want to fpeak to you^ 
;tbout fomcthing upon which the happi* 
nefs of my life depends. 

I know what you would be at. Be 
4ilent. You kn^w it is to no purpofe to 
plague me with your ftubbornnefs^ You 
will not let me be in good humour with 
you for a moment. What my mind is 
determined on about Grimes, all the world 
Ai;m not move nie to give up. 

Dear^ dear coufin, why do but confider 
Wfw. Qrimesisarough ruftic lout, like 
Orfon M the ftory-book. He wants a 
wUe like bimielf. He would be as un- 
cafy and as oiuch at a lois with me, as I 
wuhhm^. Why ihould we both q{ us be 
^ced to do nhat neither of us is in- 
clined CO ^ I cannot think what could 
,€veF have put it in your head. But 
Aow^ for goodoefs' fake, give it up. 
^larriage it a ferious thing. You ihould 
not think of joining two people for a 

1 6 mhiatp 
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whim, who are neither of them fit' for 
one another in any refpeft in the worl<& 

Yfc (hould feel mortified and difappoint<- 
ed all our lives. Month would go after 
xnonth, and year after year, and 1 could 
never hope to be my own but by the 
death of a perfon I ought to love. I am 
fure, fir, you cannot mean me all this 
harm. What have I done, that I (hould 
deferve to have you for this enemy ? 

I am not your cnemjr. t tell you that 
it is neceflary to put you out of harm*s 
way. But, if I were your enemy, I 
could not ' be a worfe torment to you 
han you are to me. Are not you con- 
tinually finging the praifes of Falkland ? 
Are not you in love with Falkland? 
That man is a legion of devils to mel 
Pkuiible and empty himielf, he cheats 
every body, he crofies me m 4II my wiflies; 
he rims away with xht '2pf\3!oiji of xht 
men, and the admiration ^^P' yt)\ir fo(d:i(h 
fex. An unfpoUed, genuine ixountq^- 

^ • gentlemam 



gentleman has no chance with him. I 
might as well have* fc»en a beggar!'! 
might as well have been a dwaff or a 
monfter ! Time was wheni was thought 
ehtitled^to refpeA. But now^ debauched 
faf thi^Frenchifiod ralcal,. thef call me 
rade, furly, bruta>,. a^* tyrant! It is true 
that I cannot talk in thde finical phrafes^ 
flatter people with^ hypocritical praile^ 
or fupprefs the realfedingsof my mind 4 
The fcoundrel knows all. his pitiful adU 
▼antages^ and infult^ me upoii>thenx with- 
out ceafing. He is my rival and mf 
periecuton And at laft, i^if all this 
w«te not enough, he-has< found ntf ans^ tO 
fpread the peftilence iivmy own fimily(« 
You^ whom we took up;:out:of charity^ 
the chanoe*born'^ brat of a ftolen min- 
riage I you, muft turn upon ydar. beno- 
faiftor, and wound me intho^oiot.wherk 
of lall others I could k^ bfiar itw If J 
.were your fenemiy, Ihoyld J not have t^s^ 
fon ? .CQul4.I.eYcr;«i^i<^ upon. yo\i fugh 
J injuries 
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fnjgr^y aB you ^ have made mt ({^S&xl 
And who vrc yo« ? The lives of twemy 
fuch as you cmnot atone for aa hour of 
jny uncafuKd. If yoi» wer^ to iing^rfor 
twenty years upcui xhe rack^ you ivould 
never &el lehat I havi felt. But 1 am 
your friend* I fee which way you arc 
goiiig, and I am deiercDined to iave you 
irom the thief^ the hypocrmcal dc&rojcf 
of us all. Every moment. that themifchicf 
is left to itfeif it doe^ bat niake bad worfi^, 
«id I airnktermisied to favc you out of 
handr 

The Mtgty expoftulations of Mr. 
-Tyrrel fuggefted new ideas to the tender 
mind of jnife Melvik. He had never 
confeflEed the emotions of his icml fo ex- 
plicitly before $ but the growing tempeft 
of his thoughts fo&red him to be no 
longer niafter of himfelf. She faw with 
aftonifliAieftC that he was the irrecon- 
trilable foe of Mr. Falkland, whom (he 
£>mUy imagined ic was the fam^ thiog to 

know 
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know and fidoHre ; and that he harboured 
a deep and rooted reicntmeAt againft her* 

fclf. She rcco'kd without well knowing, 
why before the ferocious paflions of her 
kinfman, and was convinced that (he had 
hothihg to hope from bis implacable tem- 
per. But her alarm was the prelude of 
firmnefs and not of cowardice. 

No, fir, replied ihe, indeed I will not 
be driven any way that you happen ta 
like. I have been ufed to obey you^ 
and in any thing that is reafonable 1 will 
lobey you ftill. But you urge me a little 
too far. Why do you tell me of Mr. 
Falkland ? Have I ever done any thing 
to deferve your unkind fufpicions ? I am^ 
innocent, and will continue innocent.. 
Mr. Grimes is well enough^ and will no 
doubt find women that like him. But 
he is not fit for me, and torture Ihall not 
force me to be his wife. 

Mr. T yrrel was not a linle afloniflied 
at the ^irit which Emily di fplajpcd upon 

this 
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ihis occalion. He had calciilated too 
iccurely upon the general mildnefs and 
iiiavity of her difpofition. He now en^ 
deavoured to qualify the har(hne& of his 
former fentiments^ 

God damn my foul !^ And fo you can^ 
Icold, can you ? You expeiSt every body 
CO turn out of his way» and fetch and«^ 
carry, jiift as you pleafe ? I could find 
in my heart to break your hearts But 
you know my mind. I infill upon ic 
that you let Grimes court you^.and that 
you lay afide your fulks, and give him^a- 
fair hearing. Will you do-that ? If tbea 
you perfift in your wUfulnefs, why there, 
I fuppofe» is an end of the matter. Do 
not think that any body is going to marry 
you, whether you will or, no. You arc. 
nofuch mighty prize, I affure you. If 
you knew your own interefi:, you would 
be glad to take the young fellow^ while 
he is willing. 

Mifs Melvile rcrj[piced in the ,profpe£t 

which. 
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which the lad words of her kinfman afl 
forded her^ of a termination at no great 
diftance to her prefent perfecutions^ 
Mrs. Jakcman, to whom flie communi- 
cated them, congratulated Emily on the 
returning moderation and good lenle of 
thefquire, and herfelf on her prudence 
In having urged the young lady to- tim 
happy ecpoftulation. But their mutual 
felicitations lafted not long« Mr. Tyrrd 
informed Mrs. Jakeman of the ne- 
ceflTity in which he found himielf of fendt 
ing her to a diftance upon a bufinefa 
^hich would not fail to detain her feve- 
ral weeks ; and', though the errand by no 

means wore an artificial or ambiguous 
face, the two friends drew a melancholy 
prefage from this ill-timed feparation. 
Mrs. Jakeman in the mean time exhorted, 
her ward to perfevere, reminded her of 
the compunAion whkh had already been^ 
manifefted by her kiniman, and encou- 
Wgjsd her to hope every thing from hccr 

courage: 
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courage a&d good teppcr* Emily on 
her part, though grkved at the abfence 
of hqr protestor and couiefellor at fo in- 
tcrefting .a,.criii^, wis unable to fufpcft 
Mr. Tyrrel of fuqb a d^ce ciihcr, of 
iQalipe or *dup}2^itj^ as could :*a&rd 
^-€Hind far. fef ioi|S Bflafni. Shis copgrir 
tulated kcrfclf .uppp.Jjfy delivery frjwa ,6> 
alarming ; a- i^cr^cutipp^ ^ idse^ ^fXO: 
gxioftk of future .fu5xeft iicom l^ b^Wf 
.termination of.thc.firft jferiffusiaiaJF ^ 
)icr iife. She cicchapgcd a ilatc of forti* 
;tudc and.alarp, for her former plea&og 

dreama ^fjpc^ngM*'* i^alkUa^*' ^^ 
ibe bore without, impatkn(:e. She v^ 
even uught )Dy the ^ncerta^inty pf ^ 
€vent to d^ir« tx> prolong rather tba» 
abridge a fituation, which n^ight be delur 
five, but wi^s not without its nleafiire»» 
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OTHING couU be farther ffoi^ 
JMki Tyrrel's inleation thaa to faficr hiM^ 
ffpjipSt ta Jbc thiK lerwnated. HQ^ 
ftMer WM he wbotiy, f^eed frxioi thr 
Irar of hk hotifekceper^ iftcrferepce^ 
ihtfrbe chAiigr4 the Vfh6k fyflem of hit 
coiKJJiiA. He ordered mifs Melvile to 
heclofely copfiaodto her owiapartment^ 
Md 4^fivcd of aU themeaos of commui^ 
wcadng her fituation to any oae ovu of hit 
o«fii faoufc He placed o wr her a female 

ier yant in who6 diicretioA he could con^ 
f dc» and whp^ Jiaviqg formerly born ho»» 
soured with fome; aniorous nodces, fron^ 
(he fquire^ confidercd the difl^ndions 
that were paid to Emily at Tycrel FUce 
as an ufurpation upon her more reafon* 
able claimant The fquire hhnielf did 

every 



every thing in his power to bM tBr 
young lady's reputation, and reprefcntcA 
10 his attendants ^ll thefe precautions as* 
aeceflary, to prevent bcr from eloping to- 
his neighbour^ and pliinging herfelf la 
ixiul ruin. 

*" As foon its mifi Melvife had been 
'twenty-four hours in durance, «nd there 
was fome reafon tafuppofe thit her^irit 
might be (tibdued to the cinergency of 
lier fituation, Mr. Tyrrd thought proper 
to go ta her, to explaii> the grobnds 0f 
her prefbit treatffient, and acquaint her 
with the only means by* whidi (he gouW 
hope for any change. Ecitily no fooner 
law him, riian Ihe turned towards him 
with an air of greater firmnefs thai^pc^ 
haps (he had everaflTumed in htf I^ 
and accofted him thus : 

Wellj fir, is it you ^ P wanted to fee 
you. It feems f am Ihut up here by 
your orders. What does this mean^ 
What right have you to- make aprifon^r 
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rf mc ? What do I owe yo« ? Yoxnr mo- 
ther left me z. hundred pounds : -have 
you ever offered to m§ke any addition 
to my fortune? Biit» if you had, 1 do 
not want it* I do notfiretcnd to be bet<> 
tCF than the children of other poor pa« 
lents ; I can maintam myfelf as they do« 
I prefer liberty to weakh. I fee you are 
iurpriled at the refolution I exert. But 
^ugbt I 9iot to tumi again, when I am 
trampled upon? I flioald have left you 
before now, if Mrs. Jakeman had not 
overperfuaded me, and if I had not 
thought better of you than by your 
prefent behaviour I find you deferve. 
But now, fir, I intend to leave your 
houie this moment, and I infift upon it 
that you do nor endeavour to prevent 
me. 

Thus faying, (he arofe, and went to- 
wards the door, wh& Mr. Tyrrel Aood 
thunderftruck at her a^gnanimity« See* 
og however thac (he was upon the poini 

of 
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ti£ beiflg out of the reach of his powery 
he recovered^ himGri^ and pulled her 
Iback. 

Wbaitis lathe wiivlaowf Doyou think, 
yOE^ iia% Amnajpet^'tkat yoo ihaU gtn 
the ivetcr of im by Ihe^r unpvdeocc^ 
Sit downl ceft you.ftttaSed l<^-£o }k>« 
want tp fcnbwjisy nrfiat right you ortt 
here, do yott ? fiy the right of pofieffioa* 
Thislh<Duie is.mine^ and jrou are in m^ 
power. Tbdreis no Mrs; Jakeoian now 
to ipirit ycm away i. no, nor no Mr. 
Falkland to bully for you^ D^onnme^ 
I have countermined you^ and blown up 
all your fcbemes. Do you think I want 
any other Hg^t, to piintfh an audacioua 
rebel like you i Do you think. I will be 
contradidsed . and oppo&d for aothingif 
When did you ever know any body rc- 
fift my will without being made tO: re^ 
pent? Andifhall I now fee myfelf brow* 
beatenbyachitty*£aced girl? I am not 
CMoe to that Aeither4-^I have notgi^en 
S you 
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yoti a fortune ? Damn you,' who brought 
you up? I will fnake you a bill for 
clothing and lodging. Do not you knoit 
that every creditor has a right to ftop 
his runaway dfebtOr ? Ifou may think aa 
you pleafe ; but KeVe you are till you 
marry Grimes, Heaven and earth fh all 
Hot prevent but I will get the better of 
your obftinacyyet. ' 

Ungenerous, unmercif^il man! and 
ft) it is enough for you tliat I have no- 
body, to defend me ! But I am not fo 
helplefs as you may imagine'^ You may 
imprifon my body, but you cannot con- 
. quer my m^nd. Marry Mr, Grimes ( 
And is this the way to bring me to your 
purpofe? Evety hardfliip I fiifler puts 
fttH farther diftant * the end for which I 
am thus unjoftly treated. You are not 
ufed to have your will contradidled f 
When- did 1 ever cbntradr<a: it f And ill 
an afi^r that is To cbmpletely my own 
concern (hafl my wril go for nothing? 

Arc 
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Are you not afhamed of laying down 
^hls rule for yoixriicrlf, and fuficring no 

■ 

other creature to take the benefit of it ? 
I want nothing of you ; how dare you 
refufe me the privilege of a reafonable 
t)eing9and denynie to live unixi^olcfted in 
poverty and innocence ? WTiat ibrt of 
jnan do you fhow yourfelf in this caf^ 
you who lay claim to the refped and ap- 
plaufe of every one that knows you? 

The fpirited reproaches of Emily had 
at firft tlie efFed to fill Mr. Tyrrcl with 
sSloniihment, and make him feel abalh- 
ed and overawed in the prefence of thi$ 
unproteAed innocent. But his confu* 
fion was the refult of furprife. When 
the firil emotion wore o£^ his habitual 
pafTions returned. He curfed hknfelf 
for an afs in being moved by her ezpof- 
tulations, and was ten times moi^ exaf-* 
perated againft Emily for during, to talk 
to him in this provoking language^ .at a 
time when flie had every thing to, fear 

from 
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from his power. His defpotic and un- 
forgiving propenfitics were ftimulaced to 
a degree little (hort of madnefs. At the 
ftme time his manners,, which were 
gloomy Md thoughtful, led him to me*^ 
ditatt a rariety of fchemes for the pu- 
Difhment of her obftinacy. He began 
to fufpeft that there was little hope of 
foccecding by open force; he therefore 
determined to have recourfe to treach* 

He found in Grimes an inftrutnent 
fufficlently adapted to his purpofe. This 
fellow, who would not perhaps inten* 
tionally have hurt a worrfi, w^s fitted by 
the mere coarfenefe of hiis perceptions 
for the perpetration of the greateft in- 
juries. He regarded both injury and 
advantage merely as they related to the 
gratifications of appetite ; and confider- 
cd it as an effcntial part of true wifdom 
to treat with contempt the efFemiriacy of 
thofe who fuffer themfclves to be tor- 

Vol. I. K mented 
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mcnted with ideal misfortunes. H» 
conceived that no happier deftiny could 
befal a young woman than to be his 
wife, and believed that that termination 
would be an ample compenfiition for 
any calamities (he might fuppofe hcrfelf 
to undergo in the interval. He was 
therefore eafily prevailed upon by cer- 
tain temptations which Mr. Tyrrcl knew 
Ijow to employ, to take a part in the 
plot into which mifs Mclvilc was meant 
to be betrayed. 

Matters being thus prepared, Mr. 
Tyrrel proceeded • through the means of 
the jailor, (for the experience he had 
already had of perfonal difcuflion didnot 
incline him to repeat his vifits) to play 
upon the fears of his prifoner. This 
woman, fometimes under pretence of 
friendfliip, and fometimes With open ma- 
lice, informed Emily from time to time 
of the preparations that were, making 
for confummating her fate. One day 

the 
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the fquire had rode over to look at a . 
neat little farm which was deftined for 
the habitation of the new-married cou- 
pie, and at another a quantity of live 
dock and houfhold furniture was pro« 
cured that every thing might be ready 
for their reception. She then told her 
of a licence that was bought, a parfon 
in readinefs and a day fixed for the nup- 
tials. When Emily endeavoured, though ^ 
with increafing mifgivings, to ridicule 
thcfe proceedings as abfolucely nugatory 
without her confent, her artful gouver- 
nante told her variolas ftories of forced 
marriages, and aflured her that neither 
proteftations, nor filence, nor fainting 
would be of any avail, either to fufpend 
the ceremony, or to let it afidc when once 
performed. 

The fituationof mifs Melvile was- in 
an eminent degree pitiable. She had no 
intercourfe but with her perfccutors. 
Siie had not a human being with whom 

K 2 to 
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to confult, afid who might afford her the 
fmalleft degree of confolation and en-. 
CDuragement* She had courage^ but 
it was neither confirmed nor direfted by 
the di(fbates of experience. It could not 
therefore be expcded to be fo inflexible 
as with better information it would n^ 
doubt have been found, ^he had a 
clear and noble fpirit ; but flie had fome 
oi her feat's errors. Her mind funk un- 
tler the uniform terrors with which (he 
vi^as affailed, and her health became vi* 
fibly impaired. 

Her firmnefs being thus far under- 
tfiined, Grimes, in purfuance of his in* 
itr unions, took care in his next inter- 
view to throw out an infinuation, that 
for his own part he never cared much 
for the match, and^ fince fhe turas fo averle 
to it, would be very well contented that 
it Ihould never take place. Emily was 
rejoiced to find her admirer in fo favour- 
able a difpofition ^ and earnellly prefied 

hini 
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Mm to give efFcdl to this humane de- 
claration. Her reprefcntations to him 
on this fubjiedk were full of eloquence 
and energy. Grimes appeared to he 
moved at the fervency of her manner f. 
but objedled the refentm.ent of Mn Tyr- 
rel and his landlord,, who would infal- 
libly ruin him upon die kaft- appear- 
ance of backwardnefs oa his part, as 
poor Hawkins had been rained befor?^ 
At length however he f^ggci^ed a pro- 
ject in cainfequence of which het ipighc 
affift her in her efcape,. withow its cvijr 
coming to th^ir knowledge, a^ indeed 
there was no likelihood that, fih^ip fufp^- 
cions in this cafe would fix upoi^ him- 
To he ftire, faid he, you have refufcd- 
me in a difdainful fort of a way,, as a- 
man may fay. Mayhap yoij thought t 
was no b'etter than a brute. But Ibev 
you no malice, and I will Ihow you th^t 
I am more kind-hearted than you have 
been willing to believe. Itasa ftrange 

K.3;^ farr: 
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fort of a vagary you hate taken, to ftand 
in your own light, and difoblige all your 
friends. But, if you are refolute to be 
off, do you fee, I fcorn to be the huf- 
band of a lafs that is not every bit as 
willing as I ; and fo 1 will even help to 
put you in a condition to be free and 
follow your own inclinations. 

Emily liftened to thefe fuggeftions at 
firft with eagernefs and approbation, 
Biit her ffj*vency was fomcwbat abated, 
when they came ^ difcufs the minute 
parts of the undertaking. It was necef- 
fary, ^as Grimes informed her, that hec 
cfcape fhould be effedled in the dead of 
the night. He would conceal himfclf 
for that purpofe in the garden, and be 
provided' with falfe keys by which to de- 
liver her from her. prifon. Thefe cir- 
-tumftances were by no means, adapted 
'to calm her perturbed imagination. To 
throw herfelf jpto the arms of the man, 
whofc intercourfe (he was employing 

. • . every 
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every method to avoid, and whom under 
the idea of a partner for life fhe could 
leaft of all men endure, was no doubt an 
extraordinary proceeding. The attend- 
ant circumilances of darknefs and foli- 
tudc aggravated the pi(5lure. The fitu- 
ation of Tyrrel Place was uncommonly 
lonely : it was three miles from the near- 

fft village, and no lefs than fcven miles 
rom that in which Mrs. Jakeman*s fitter 
refided, into whofe protcdion ^ifs Mel* 
vile was defirous of throwing herfelf The 
ingenuous charafter of Emily did not 
allow her to fufpeft Grimes of intending 
to make an ungenerous and brutal ad- 
vantage of thefe circumftances ; but her 
mind involuntarily revolted againft the 
idea of committing herftlf alone to the 
difpofal of a man whom Ihe had lately 
been accuftomed to confider as the in- 
ftrument of her treacherous relation. 
' After having for Ibme time revolved 
thefe confiderations, fhe thought of tBfc 

K 4 expedient 
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fX{>cdient of dcfiring Grimes to engage 
Mrs. Jakcman's filler to wait for her at 
the outfidc of the garden. But this 
Grimes peremptorily refufed. He eveii 
flew into a paffion at the propofal. It 
Ihowed very little gratitude, to defirc 
him to difclofc to other people his cort- 
cerh in this dangerous affair. For liis 
part he was determined m confidcration 
of his own fafety never to appear in j| 
to any living foul. If mifs did not be- 
lieve him^^ when he made this prbpofal 
out of pure good nature, and would not 
truft him a finglc inch, (he might even 
fee to the cgnfequences herfelf. He was 
refolved to condefcend no farther to the 
whims of a perfon who in her treatment 
o€~fnm had (hown herfelf as proud ^ 
Xucifer himfelf. 

Emily exerted herfelf to appeafe his. 

refentment ; but all the eloquence of her 

new confederate could not prevail upon. 

^her inftantly to give up her objeftioo^ 

$hc 
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She.defired till the next day to confider^ 
oik. The day after was fixed by Mr. . 
'Uyrrel for the marriage ceremony. In ^ 
the mean time, (he was peftered with 
intimations in a thoufand different forms * 
of. the fate that fo nearly awaited her*. 
The preparations were fo continued, me-- 
thodical and regular, as to produce in^ 
her the moll .painful and aching anxiety. .. 
-; If her heart attained a moment's inter«- 
miflion upon the fubje^t^ her female at- 
tendant was fur^ by.fome fly hint or far- . 
caftical remark- to put a Ipeedy termi- 
nation to her tranquillity. She felt her*** 
felf, as fhe afterwards remarked, alone*^ 
\minftrudted,Juft broken loofe as it were 
from the trammels of- infancy, without, 
one fingle creature to concern hlmfelf in^^ 
her fate. She, who till then had never 
known an enemy, had now for three 
weeks not feen the glimpfe of a humaa 
countenance that (he had not good rea« 
fon tO' cpnfider as wholly eftrangei^ to * 

Kv5 her. 
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her. She now for the firft time expe- 
rienced the anguifti of never having 
knoyn her parepts, and being caft en- 
tirely upon the charity of people with 
iprhom fhe had too little equality to hope 
to receive from them the dues of friend- 
ihip. 

The fucceeding night was filled with 
the nioft anxious thoughts. When a 
momentary oblivion ftole upoa her fen- 
ksy her diftempered imagination con- 
jured up a thoufand images of violence 
and fallhood^ fhe faw herfelf in the hands 
of her determined enemies, who did not 
hefitate by the mofl unintermitted treach- 
ery to complete her ruin. Her waking 
thoughts were not more confoling. The 
ftraggle was too great for her conftitu- 
tion. As morning approached, (he re- 
folyed at all hazards to put herfelf into 
-the hands of Grimes. This determina- 
tion was no fooner made, than ftie felt 
her heart fenfibly Ifghtened. She could 

8 not 
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not conceive of any purpofcs of injuf- 
tice that might not be perpetrated by 
him with even more fecurity at prefent, 
than under any change of her fituation. 

When Ihe communicated her detcrmi^j 
nation to Grimes^ it was not poflible to 
fay whether he received pleafure or pain' 
f|*om the intimation. He fmilcd indeed, 
but his fmile was accompanied by a cer- 
tain abrupt ruggednefs of countenance, . 
fo that it might equally well be the fmile, 
of farcafm or of congratulation. He 
however renewed hiis affurance of fidelity 
to his oigagements and pun6tuality of 
execution. Meanwhile the day was in- 
tcriperfed with nuptial prefents and pre- 
parations, all indicating the firmnefs as 
well as fecurity of the directors of the 
fccne. Emily had hoped that, as the 
crifis approached, they might have .re- 
mitted fomething of their ufual diligence. 
She was refolved in that cale, if a fair 
(^portunity had offered^ to give the flip 
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both to her jailors^ and to her new and 
hilf trailed confederate* But, though 
extremely vigilant for that purpofe, flie 
found the execution of this idea imprac- 
ticable. 

At length the night fo critical to her 
happinefs approached. The mind of 
Emily could not fail on this occafion to 
be extremely agitated. She had firft ex- 
erted all her perfpicacity to elude the 
vigilance of her attendant. This info" 
lent and unfeeling tyrant, inftcad of any 
relentings, had only fought to make 
Jport of her anxiety. Accordingly in 
one inftance flie hid herfelf, and, fuflfer- 
ing Emily to fuppofe that the coaft was 
clear, met her at the end of the gallery, 
near the top of the ftair-cafe. How do 
you do, my dear i faid (he, with an m- 
iulting tone. And fo the little dear 
thought itfelf cunning enough to out- 
wit me, did it ? Oh, it was a fly little 
gipfey ! Go, go back, love 5 troop ! 

Emily 
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Emily felt deeply the trick that was 
played upoa her. She fighed, bat dif* 
dained to return any anfwer to this low > 
vulgarity. Being once more in her 
chamber^ (be £at down in a chair, and 
lemained buried in reverie for more than 
two hoarsr After this (he went to her 
drawers, and turned over in a hurrying^, 
confufed way her linen and clothes, hav« 
ing in her mind the provifion it would 
be neceiTary to make for her elopements 
Her jailor officioufly followed her from 
place to place^ and obferved what (her 
did for the prefent in filpncc. It was 
now the hour of reft Ciood night, 
cltild, faid this faucy girl, in the ad of 
retiring. It is time to lock up. For 
the few next hours the time is your owo. 
Make the bcft ufe of it 1 Do'ee think 
you can creep out at the key hole, 
bvey ? At eight o'clock ypu fee mo 
again. And then, and then, added &e» 
dapping her hands^ it is all over, Tho 
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iun is not furer to rife, than you and 
your honed man to be made one. 
• There was fomething in the tone with 
vrhich tliis Out uttered her farewel, that 
for a moment fuggcftcd the queftion to 
Emily, What does (he mean ? Is it pof- 
fible (he ihould know what . has been 
planned for the few next hours ? If ihe 
do, what wili become of me ^ then ? But 
furcly her manner of fpeaking was very 

unlike that of detection and reprimand ! 
—With an aching heart fbe folded up 
the few neceffaries (he thought proper to 
take with her. jShe then liilened with 
an anxiety that would almoft have ena- 
bled her to hear the ftirring of a leaf. 
From time to time Ihe thought her ear 
was ftruck with the found of feet ; but 
the treading, if treading it were, was fo 
ibft, that fhcL could never aiccrcain whe- 
ther it Were a real found or the mere 
creature of the fancy. Then all was 
ftill as if the univerial motion had been 

at 
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at reft. By and by fhe conceived flic 
overheard a noife as of buzzing and low 
muttered fpeech. , Her heart palpitated ; 
flie faid. Am I betrayed ? Am I the dupe 
of bafe artifice and deceit ? Prefently flie 
heard the found of a key in her chamber 
door, and Grimes made his appearance. 
She ftarted, and cried. Are we difcover* 
ed ? did not I hear you fpeak ? Grimes 
advanced on tiptoe with his finger to his 
lip. No, no, replied he, all is fafe ! He 
took her by the hand, led her in filence 
out of the houfe, and then acrofs the 
garden. Emily examined with her eye 
the doors and paflages as they proceed- 
ed, looked on all fides with fearful fuf- 
picion, but every thing was as flie her- 
fclf could have wiflied. Grimes open- 
ed a back door of the garden already 
unlocked, that led into an unfrequented 
lane. There ftood' two horfes ready 
equipped for the journey, their bridles 
hung to a pof): not fix yards diftant from 

the 
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the garden* Grimes puflied the door 
9fter them. By Gemini, laid .he, myr 
beart was in my ihouth. As I comedo 
along, I faw Mun, coachey, pop along, 
from the back door t6 the ftables. H&: 
was within a hop^ ftcpf ^djump of me.^ 
But he had a lanthorn .in his hand, and^ 
be did not fee me, being as I was dark'* 
ling.— Saying thus^ he affifted mifs Mel* 
vile to mount. He troubled her little 
during the route. On the contrary hc> 
was remarkably filcnt and contempla- 
tive, a circumftance by no means dit 
agreeable to Emily, to whom his convert 
facion had never been acceptable* 

After haying proceeded about two 
miles,. they turned into a wood, through 
which the road lay that led to the place 
of their deitination. The night was ex* 
tremely dark, at the (ame time that the 
air was foft and mild, it being now the 
middle of fummer. , Under pretence of 
<rxploring the way, Grimes contrived, 

when 
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vhen they had already penetrated intoi^ 
the midil of this gloomy folitude, to get 
his horfe abrealt with that of mifs Mel* 
vile, and then fuddenly reaching out hi&: 
hand, to feize hold of hfit bridle. I 
.think we may as well (ilop here a bit, faid 
he. 

Stop, exclaimed Emily with furprifej 
Why Ihould weftop ? Mr* Grimes, what; 
do you mean ? 

Come^ come, faid he,, never troublq 
yourfelf to wonder. Did ^ou think I 
was fuch a goofe, as to take all this trou-^^ 
ble merely to gratify your whim ? V faitbf, 
nobody fhall find me a packrhorfe, to gq 
of other folks' errands, without knowings 
a reafon why. ] cannot fay that I much 
nninded to have you at firft ; but your 
ways are enough to ftir the blood of my 
grandad. Far fetched and dear bought 
is always relifhing. Your confent was 
6> hard to gain, that fquire thought it 
was furefit alking in the dark. A' faid 

howevcBr 
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however a* would have no fuch doings 
in his houfe, and fo, do you fee ? we arc 
coined here. 

For God's fake, Mr. Grimes, think 
what you are ^bout ! You cannot be bafe 
enough to' ruin a poor creature who has 
put herfclf under your protedion ! 

That is all bother. Rurn ! no, no, I 
will make an hbneft woman of you, when 
all is done. Nay, none of your airs-, no 
tricks upon travejfers ! I have you here as 
fafe as a horfe in a pound ; there is not a 
houfe nor a Ihed within a mile of us 5 and, 
If I mifs the opportunity, you fhall call 
hie fpade. Faith, you are a delicate mor- 
fcl, and there is no time to be loft ! 
* Mifs Melvile had but an inftant in 
which to coUedt her thoughts. She felt 
that there was but little hope of foftening 
the obftinate and infenfible brute in 
whofe power fhe was placed. But the 
prefence of mind and intrepidity, fo pe- 
culiar to her charafter, did not now de- 

fcrt 
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fert her. Grimes had fcarcely finiflied 
his hiranguc, when with a ftrong and un- 
cxpcfted jerk (he difengaged the bridle 
from his grafp, and at the fame time put 
her horfe upon full fpeed. She had 
fcarcely advanced twice the length of her 
horfe, when Grimes recovered from his 
furprife, and purfued her, inexpreffibly 
mortified at being fo eafily overreached. 
The found of his horfe behind fcrved but 
to roufe more completely the mettle of 
that of Emily ; whether by accident or 
fagacity the animal purfued without a 
fault the narrow and winding way ; and 
the chace continued the whole length of 
the wood. 

At the extremity of this wood there 
was a gate* The recolleftion of this 
foftened a little the cutting difappoint- 
ment of Grimes, as he thought himfclf 
fecure of putting an end by its afliftancc 
to the career of Emily, nor was it very 
probable that they ftiould find any body 

to 
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to interrupt him there in the dead anil 
ilcnce of the night. ,B.y the moft extri^- 
©rdinary accident however they fowd » 
man on horfeback in wait at this gate. 
Help,, help I exclaimed the affrighted 
Emily ; thieves 1 mur^Jer ! helpi The: 
man was Mr. Falkland. Grimes knew 
his voice, and therefore, though he at- 
iempted a fort of fallen refiftance, it was. 
feebly made* Two other men, whom bj 
reafon o£ the darkn^s he had not at firffc 
fcen, and who were Mr, Falkland^ fer- 
vants, hearing the buftle of the rencoun- 
icr, ^nd alarmed for the fafety of their, 
naaftcr,, rode up.;, and; rilen- Grimes, dif- 
appointed at die lofs of his gratification,, 
and admoniflied by confcious guilV 
Sirunk from farther parley and rqdc off 
hfk filence.. 

It may feem ftrange tiiat Mr. Falkland 
fcould thus a fecond time have been the 
faviour of mifs Melvile, and that under 
circumftances the moft uncxpefted and. 

fingul^f- 



ihigukr. But in this instance It is vetf 
•eaiily to be accounted for. He had 
heard of a man who lurked about this 
wood for robberf or feme other bad 
defign, and that it was conjeftured thi$ 
man was Hawkins. Mr. Falkland's 
compaflion had already been ilrongly in- 
terefled in behalf of this vidim of rural 
t3rranny ; he had in vain oideavoured to 
find him, and do liim good ; and he ea- 
fily Conceived that, 'if the conjefturc 
which had been made in this inftance 
proved true, he might have it in his pow^ 
er not only to do what he had always in* 
tended, but farther to fave from a peril- 
cms offence againft the laws and focietf 
a man who appeared to have ilrongly inv 
bibed the principles of jufticc and vit* 
cue. He took with him two fervants^ 
, becaufe, going with the exprefs defign of 
encountering robbers, if robbers fhould 
be found, he believed he Ihould^ be incx- 
oifable if he did not go provided again fl: 

pofllble 
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poflible accidents. But he had directed 
them, at the fame time that they kept 
within call, to be out of the reach of be- 
ing fccn -, and it was only the eagernefs of 
their zeal that had brought them up thus 
early in the prefent encounter. Mr. 
Falkland had a little before had the op- 
portunity to xonvince himfelf that the 
village conjefture in relation to Haw- 
kins was untrue; and was now upon the 
point of returning home, with no other 
fatisfadtion than that of having intended 
an aft of benevolence, when Grimes and 
Emily came up to the fpot upon whtch 
he had pofted himfelf. 

This new adventure promifed fomc- 
thing extraordinary. Mr. Falkland did 
not immediately recognife mifs Melvile, 
and the perfon of Grimes was that of a 
total ftranger whom he did not recoUeft 
to have ever feen. But it was eafy to un- 
derftand the merits of the cafe, and the 
propriety of interfering. The lefolute 

manner 
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manner of Mr. Falkland, combined with 
the dread which Grimes, opprefled with 
a fcnfe. of wrong, entertained of the op- 
pofition of fo elevated a perfonage, 
fpeedily put the ravilher to flight, Emily 
was left alone with her deliverer,. He 
found her much more coUefted and calm 

* 

than could reafonably have been cxpeft- 
ed from a perfon who had been a mo* 
ment before in the moft alarming fitua- 
tion. She told him of the place to which 
(he defired to be conveyed, ai\d he imme- 
diately undertook toefcort her. As they 
went along, flie recovered that flate of 
mind which inclined her to make a per- 
fon to whom (he had fuch repeated obli- 
gations, and who was fo eminently the ob- 
^ jeft of her admiration, acquainted with 
the events that had recently befallen her. 
Mr. Falkland liftened with eagernefs and 
furprife. Though he had already known 
various inftances of Mr. Tyrrel's mean 
jealoufy and unfeeling tyranny, this fur- 
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|)alftd them all, and hp could fcarccly crc^^ 
<tit his ears while he heard the tale-. His 
brutal neighbour feemtd to realifc all thai 
jiad ever been told of the paflions of 
fiends. Mifs Mekile was obliged to re- 
peat in the courfe of her tak her kinf- 
man's rude accufation againft her of en- 
tertaining a paBion for Mr. Falkland \ 
and this fhe did with the moft bewitch- 
ing fimplicity and charming confufion. 
Though this part of the tale was afoarcc 
of real pain to her deliverer, yet it is not 
to be fuppofcd but that the flattering 
partiality of this unhappy girl increafcd 
the intereft he felt in her welfare and th€ 
indignation he conceived againft her in- 
fernal kinfman. 

They arrived without accident at the 
houfe of the good lady under whofe pro- 
tedtion Emily defircd to place herfelf* 
Here Mr, Falkland willingly left her as 
in a place of fecurity. Such cunipir*- 
cics as that of which ihe was intended to 

^ have 
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Wve been the vidfcim, depend -for their 
fuccefs iipon the perfon againft: whom 
^ey are formed being out of the reach of 
help, and the moment they are detected 
they are .annihilated. Such reafoning 
will no doubt be generally found fuffi* 
ciently folid, -and it appeared to Mr. 
Falkland perfe£tly applicable to the pre- 
sent cafe. But he was miftaken« 
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R. TYRREL heard with aftonifti- 
menc of the mifcarriage of an expedient, 
of the fuccefs of which he had not pre- 
vioufly entertained the flighteft fufpicion. 
He became frantic with vexation. Grimes 
had not dared to fignify the event of his 
expedition in perfon, and the footman 
whom he defired to announce to his maf- 

tcr that mifs Melvile was loft, the mo- 
ment after fled from his prefence with the 
moft dreadful apprehenfions. Prcfently 
he bellowed for Grimes, and the young 
jTian at laft appeared before him, more 
dead than alive« Grimes he compelled 
to repeat the particulars of the tale, which 
h^ hH tio fooner done than he once again 
flunk away^ (hocked at the execrations 
with which Mr. Tyrrel overwhelmed 

him* 
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Iiini. Grimes was no coward ; but he 
reverenced the inborn divinity that at- 
tends upon rank, as Indians worfliip the 
deviL Nor was this all. The rage of 
Mr. Tyrrcl Was fo ungovernable and 
fierce, that few hearts could have been 
found fo (tout as not to have trembled 
before it with a fort of unconquerable 
in^iority. . 

He no fooner obtained a moment's 
paufe than he began to recal to his tern* 
peftuous mind the various circumdances 
of the cafe. His complaints were bitter ^ 
and in a tranquil obferver might have 
produced the united feeling of pity for 
his fufferings and horror at his depravity. 
He recolleded all the precautions he had 
uied ; he could fcarcely Bnd a Daw in the 
pr6cefs;^and he curfed that blind and 
malicious power that delighted to crofs 
hismoft deep laid dcfigns. Of this ma- 
lice he was beyond all other human be* 
4ngs the objfeft. He was mocked with 

L 2 the 
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the (hadow of power -, and, when he lifted 
his hand to fmite, it was ftruck with fud- 
4<n palfy. To what purpofc had heaven 
' given him a feeling of injury and an in- 
ftinft to refent, while he could in no cafe 
make his refentment felt I Ic was 0017 ne- 
.ceflary ibr him to be the enemy of any 
pcrfon, in order to that perfon's being in- 
fured againft the reach of misfortune. 
AVhat infults, the mod Ifaocking and re- 
peated, had he :not jecelved Jfrom this 
paltry girl ? .And by whom was (he now 
torn from 'his indignation ? 3y'.that devil 
that haunted him at every moment, that 
crofled him at every ftep, -that fixed at 
pleafure his arrows in his heart, and made 
mows and mockery at his inrufferable 
tortures. 

There was one other reSexion that in> 
creafed his an^uilh, and made htm care- 
Jefs and dcfperate as to liis future con* 
duct. It was in vain ito .conf:eal from 
bimlelf that his repucauon would be 
cruelly 
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erxielly wounded by this event. He had 
imagined that, while Emily was forced 
into this 6dious marriage, (he would be 
obliged by decorum, as loon as the event 
was dcfided, to draw a veil over the com- 
pulfion fhc hadfufFered.. But this fccu^ 
rity was now loft,'^ and Mr. Falkland 
would take a pride in publifliing his dif- 
honour. Though the provocations he 
had received from mifs- Mel vile would 
in his own opinion have juftified him in 
any treatment he ihould have thought 
proper to inflift,, he was fenfible. the 
world would fee the matter in a very dif- 
ferent light. This reflexion augmented 
the violence of his refolutions^ and deter- 
mined him to refufe no means by which 
he could transfer the anguilh that now 
preyed upon his own. mind to that of 
another. 

Meanwhile the compofure and magna* 
tiimJty of Emily h^d confiderably fub- 
fidedi the moment fhc believed her- 
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fclf in a place of fafcty. While dangjnr 
and injuftice aflailed her with their 
menaces^ (he found in herielf a courage 
that difdained to yield. The fuceeeding 
appearance of calm was more fatal to her,. 
There was nothing now powerfully to 
fofter her courage^ or excite her energy,. 
She looked back at the trials fhe had 
pafled) and her foul (ickened at the recol* 
leftion of that which^ while it was in a6l^ 
fhe had had the fortitude to endure^- 
Till the period at which Mr. Tyrrel had 
been in fpi red with this cruel antipathy^ 
ihe had been in all inftances a ftranger 
to anxiety and fear. Uninured to rmC 
fortune, fhe had fuddenly and without 
preparation been made the ful^eft of the 
moft infernal malignity. When a man 
of robuft and vigorous conftitution has a 
fit of ficknefs^ it produces a much more 
powerful eiFed than the lame indifpod- 
tion upon a delicate valetudinarian. Such 
was the cafe with mifs Melvile. She 

paflcd 
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faffed the fucceeding night fleeplefs and 
vrncafy, and was found in the morning, 
with a high fever. Her diftemper re- 
fifted for the prefent all attenipts to af- 
faage it, though there was reafon to hope 
that the goodncfs of her conftitution, af- 
fiftcd by tranquillity and the kindnefs of 
thofe about her, would ultimately fur- 
mount it. On the fecond day ihe was 
delirious. On the night of that day (he 
was arrefted at the fiiit of Mr. Tyrrel for 
a debt contraded for board and neceffa- 
ries for the fourteen lafl: years. 

The idea of this arreft, as the reader 
will perhaps recollcft, firft occurred in 
the Gonverfation between Mr.' Tyrrel and 
mifs Melvile foon after he had thought 
proper to confine her to her chamber. 
But at that time he had probably had no 
ierious conception of ever being induced 
to carry it into execution i It had mere- 
ly been mentioned by way of threat, and 
as the fuggeftion of a mind whofe habits 

L 4 lud 
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had been longfamiliarifed to the recollec- 
tion of every poflible medium of tyranny 
and revenge. But now that the unlooked-^ 
for refcue and cfcapc of his poorkinfwo- 
man had wrought up the thoughts of 
Mr. Tyrrel to a degree of infanity, and 
he revolved in the gloomy refources of 
his mind how he might moft eflfeftually 
&akeoff the load of difappointmcnt that 
oppreffcd him, the idea recurred with 
double force. He was not long in 
forming his refolution ; and, calling for 
Barnes, his ftcward, immediately gave 
him dircAions in what manner to* 
proceed. 

Barnes had beea for feveral years the 
inftrument of Mr. Tyrrel's injuftice^ 
His mind was hardened by ufe, and he- 
could without remorfe officiate as the 
fpeftator,, or even aa the immediate- 
author and direftor of a fcene of vulgar 
. diftrefe. But evea he was fomewhat 
ftartled upon the prefent occafion. The. 

charaft'et- 
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eKaraftcr and conlduft of Emily in Mr. 
Tyrrcl's family had been without a blou. 
She had not a fingle enemy ; and it was 
impoffible to contemplate her youth, 
her harmlefs vivacity, her guilelefs inno- 
cence, without emotions of fympathy and 
compaffion.^ 

Your worlhip?— I do not underftand 
you ! — Arreft mifs ! — mifs Emily ! - 

Yes, I tell you ! . What is the matter 
with you ? Go immediately to Swineard, 
the lawyer, andbidhim finifli thebufi- 
nefs out of hand ! ' 

Lord love your honour ! Arreft her ! 
"VVhy, Ihc does not owe you a brafs far- 
thing ;i Ihc. alwilys lived upon your- 
charityji 

Afs ! Scoundrel ! I tell you flje doe^ 
owe me,, owes me — eleven hundred 
goundv — Thelaw juftifies it. — What da 
you think laws were made for ?-^r da 
nothing but right, and my rights. I. 
will have. 

L 5. Your. 



Tour honour^ I never quellioned your 
•rders in my life ; but I muft now. I 
cannot fee yoii ruin mifs Elmily, poor 
giri 1 nay» and yourfelf too, for the 
matter of that, and not fay which way you 
au-c going. I hope you will bear witb^ 
me. Why if Ihe owed you ever {6 
much^ {he cannot be arrcfted^ She h 
not of age. 

Will you have done, fir ? Do iwt tell 
me of It cannot, and It can. Ta my 
knowledge it has been done before, and 
it fhall be done again. Let him difpute 
it that dares. I will do It now, and 
ftand to it afterwards. Tell Swineard^ 
if he make the leaft boggling,, it is as 
much as his life is worth *, he ihall ftarvc 
by inches. 

Pray^ your honour, think better of it. 
Upon my life, the whole country will 
cry (hame of it. 

Barnes ?— — What do you mean ? I 
am not ufed to be talked to, and I will not 

bear 
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bear it l—rThey have driven me already 
with their parleying and their difobe* 
dience to the very end of my patience. 
You have befch a good fellow to mc 
upon many occafions. Bur, if I find 
you out for making one with them that 
dilpute my authority, damn my foul, if 
I do not make you lick of your very 
life I 

I have done, your honour. I will not 
fay another word, except this. I have 
heard as how that mifs Emily is fick 
a-bed. You are deterniined, you fay, to 
put her in jail. You do not mean, td 
kill heVy I take it. 

Let her. die, if fhe will f • I will not 
fparc her for an hour. I will not always 
be iofulted. She had no confideration 
for me,, and 1 have no mercy for her. 
I am in for it ! They have provoked 
me paft^all bearing, and they ftiall feel 
me ! Tell Swineard, in bed or up-, day 

L 6 or 
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or hight^ I will not. have him hear of ai 
mimite's delay. . 

Such were the. directions . of Mr. 
Tyrxcl,, and in ftrict conformity to his^* 
direftions were the. proceedings of that . 
refpe£lbable. limb of the law he employed . 
upon the prefent occafion. , Mifs Melvile 

had beeadclirious through a confiderable 
part of the day on the evening of which . 
the bailiff and his follower arrived*. By; 
the direction of the, phyficiaa. whom 
Mr. Falkland had ordered, to auend her 
a compofing draught, was adminiftered ; 
and^ exhaufted as (he was by the wild 
and diflrafled images . that for feveral 
hcturs had haunted her fjancy, (be was 
now funk into a. refre(hing. (lumber. 
Mrs. Hammond, the fifter of Mrs. Jake* 
man, was fitting by her bed-fide, full of 
compa(rion for the lovely fufferer and 
rejoicing ia the Calm tranquillity that 
{i id ySi taki:n pofifclTion of her, when a 

little. 
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Httle girl, the only child of Mrs. Ham- 
roond, 9pened the ffreet-door to the tap of 
the bailiff*. He faid he wanted to fpeak 
withi mifs Mel vile,, and; ther child 
anfwered that (he. would go. tell her 
mother. So faying^, (he advanced to 
the door of the back-room upon the 
>ground- floor in which Emily, lay; but: 
the moment it was opened, inftead of 
waiting for the appearance of the mother,, 
the bailiff entered along with the girl. 

Mrs. Hammond looked up. Who 
are you, faid fhe ? "Why do you con:e: 
in here ? HuCh ! be quiet ! 

I muft fpeak with mifs Melvile. , 
, Indeed,. buL you muft not.. Tell me 
your bufinefsr. . The poor tady has becm 
I'ght-headed all day. She is juft fallen 
afleep, and muft not be difturbed.. 

That ia no buCncfs of mine. I muft 
obey.ordersi. 

Orders. ?. Whofc orders ? What is it 
jou mean i- 

At 
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At this fnoment EmHy opened her 
iycs. What noife is that ? I wi(h yott 
would let me be quiet. 

Mlfsy I want to fpeak with you. I 
have got a writ againft you for eleven 
hundred pound at the fuit of fquire 
Tyrrrl. 

At thefe words both Mrs. Hammond 
-and Emily were dumb. The latter was 
fcarcely able to annex any meaning to 
the intelligence; and^ though Mrs» 
Hammond was fomewhat better ac- 
quainted with the fort of language that 
was employed^ yet in this (trange and 
unexpedbed connedtion it was aknoft as 
myfterious to her» as to poor Emily 
herielf. 

A writ ! How can flic be in Mr*. 
TyrrcPs debt ? A writ againft a child I* 
f It is no (ignification putting your 

queftions to us. We only do as we are 
diredlcd. There is our authority, Look 
at it. 

Lord 
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• Lord * Almighty I exclaimed Mrs* 
Hammond^ what docs this mean ? It i» 
impoffiblc Mr. tyrrcl (hould have fcnl 
you. 

* Good woman, none of your jabber to 
' us I Cannot you read f 

This is ail a trick f This paper is 
forged \ It is a vile contrivance to get 
the poor lad/ out of the hands of thofe. 
with whom only fhe can be fafe. Pro- 
ceed upon it at your peril \ 

Reft you content •, that is exactly what' 
we mean to do. Take it at my word^ 
we know very well what we arc about. 

Why, you would not tear her from 
her bed ? I tell you, (he is in a high 
fever ; fte is light-headed ; it would be 
death to remove her I You are bailiffs^ 
are not you ? You are not murderers ? 

The law fays nothing about that. We 
have orders to take her fick or wclh 
We will do her no harm ; except fo far 



a& we muft perform our office^^e it how^ 
it Willi. 

Where would you take her ?. What i»^ 
it you mean to do ?.* 

Tathe countyjail. Bullock, go, order 
a poft-chaife from the Griffin ! 

Stay, I fay! Give no fuch orders!' 
Wait only three hours ; 1 will fend off^ 
mefienger exprefs to fquire Falkland,, 
and I am. fure he. will fatisfy you as to 
any harm that oan come to you, without 
Its being neccifary to take the poor lady/ 
to jail;. 

' We have particular dire&ions againft^ 
that^ We are npt at liberty to lofe a; 
minute... Why i arc. not you goncfr 
Order the. horfcs. to be put to imo^- 
diatcly ! 

Emily had liftened to the.courfe o£' 
this converfation, which had. fufficiently 
explained to her whatever, was enigma* 
tical at the firft appearaniqaof the l>ailiffs. 
The painful and incredible reality •that 

was 
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was thu8 prdented, effedually diffipated 
the illufions of frenzy to which ihe had 
}uft been a prty. My dear madam, faid 
ihe to Mrs« Hammond^ do not harafs: 
yourfclf withufclcfa efforts.. I am very 
forry for all the trouble I have given you,. 
But my misfortune is inevitable. Sir, 
if you will ftep into the next room, I 
will drefs myfclf, and attend you imme- 
diately. 

Mrs. Hammond began to be cquallyr 
aware that htr Ilruggles were to no pur< 
pofe I, but (he could not be equally pa-^ 
ticnt. At one moment (he raved upon 
the brutality of Mr.. Tyrrel,^ whom Ihe 
affirmed to be a devil inQarn ate, and not 
a man. At another: (he expoftulated. 
with. Wtret inveftive, againft the hard- 
heartednefs o£ the bailiff, and exhorted 
him to mix* feme humanity and mode^ 
£3tion with the difcharge of his duty ; 
^gt he was impenetrable to all (he could. 
urge.. In the mean while Emily yielded. 
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with the fweeteft refignation to an inevU 
table evil. Mrs* Hammond infifted 
that at leaft they fliould permit hefvto 
attend her young lady in the chaife j 
and the bailidv though the orders he kadi 
received were fo peremptory that he 
dared not exercife his difcretion as to the 
execution of the writ, began to have fome 
apprehenfions of danger, and was willing 
to admit of any precaution that was not 
in dire& hoftility to his fandions. For 
the reft he underftood,,'tfaat it was in all 
cafes dangerous to allow ficknefs, or 
apparent unfitnefs for removal as a fuffi* 
Cient caufe to mterrupt a dire& proeefs^ 
and that accordingly in all doubtful 
i^ueftions and prcfumptive murders the 
praffcice of the law inclined [with a laud- 
able partiality] to the vindication of its» 
own officers. In addition to thefe gene- 
ral rules he was influenced by the 
pofitive injun£lions and afiurances of 
Swineard^ and (he terror which univer- 

fally 
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faily through a circle of many miles was 
annexed to the name of Tyrrcl. Before 
they departed Mrs. Hammond difpatched 
a meflenger with a letter of three lines t(^ 
Mr. Falkland informing him of this 
extraordinary event* Mr. Falkland was 
from home when the mcifleniger arrived, 
and not expected to return till the fecond 
day ^ accident feeming in this inftance 
to favour the vetlgeance of Mr.. Tyrrel, 
for he had himfelf been too much undet 
tlic dominion of an uncontrolable fury 
to have leifure to take a circumftance of 
this- foit into his e(limate» 

The forlorn ftate of thefe poor women, 
who were conduced, the one by com* 
pulfion, the other as* a volunteer, to i 
fcene fa little adapted to their accommo- 
dation as that of a common jail, may 
e^ly be imagined .^ There were however 
a mafculine courage and impetuofity of 
fpirit in Mrs. Hammond, cmihently 
Dcceffary in the <Ufficulties they had to. 

encounter. 
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^encounter. She was in fome degree 
fitted by a fanguine temper and ait* 
impaOioned ienfe of injuftice for the 
difcharge of thofc very; offices wbicfa^ 
fobriety and calm reflexion, might pre* 
fcribe* The health of mifs Melvile. as 
mighthavebeenexpefted, was very ma* 
terially afFeded by the furprife and re- 
moval (he had: undergone,, at the very 
time when repofc was moft neceiTary for 
her prefervation. Her fever * became 
more violent than ever ^ her delirium 
was ftronger; and the tortures of her 
imagination were in fome degree propor* 
cloned ■ to the extreme unfavourablenefs^ 
of the ftate in which the. removal had 
been effe£ted. It was highly improbable^ 
ihe could at all recover. 

In the moments, of fufpcnded reafoa^^ 
file was perpetually calling on. the: nande. 
of Mr. Falkland. Mn. Falkland! (he 
faid, yjzs> her firit and pnly love,-; and he 
ibould be her. ' hu(baod«. A: moment 

4i^terward^ 
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:afterwards Ihe exclaimed upon 'him in a 
difconfokte, yet reproachful tone, for 
his unworthy deference to the prejudices 
of the world/ vlt was very cruel of him 
CO (how himfelf ib proud, and ^cUlicr 
that he would never coilfent to tnarry a 
beggar. But, if he were proud, Ihe was 
determined to be proud too. -He Ihould 
.fee that flie would not demean iierfclf 
like a flighted -maiden, and that, -though 
he could rejeft her, it was not in his 
power to break her heart. At another 
time (he imagined (he faw Mr. Tyrrel 
and his engine Grimes, their hands and 
garments dropping with blood, and the 
pathetic reproadxcs (he vented againft 
them might have aiFcfted a heart of 
Hone. Then the figure of Falkland 
prefented itfelf to her dift rafted fancy, 
deformed with wounds and of a deadly 
palenefs, ^nd Ihe (hxieked with agony, 
while (he exclaimed that fuch was the 
general hardheartcdnefs, that no one 

would 
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would make the fmalleft exertion for his 
refcue. In fuch viciflitudes of pain, 
perpetually imagining to herfelf unkind- 
ndsj infulc, confpiracy and murder, fhe 
pafied a confiderable part of two days. 

On the evening of the fecond Mr. 
Falkland arrived, accompanied by doc- 
tor Arnold, the phylician by whom (he 
had previoufly been attended. The 
fcene he was called upon to witnefs was 
fuch as to be moft exqui(itely agonizing 
to a man of his acute fen fibility. The 
news of the arreft had given him ^n in- 
€xpre(Cble fhock; he was tr^anfported 
out of himfelf at the unexacppled ma- 
lignity of its author. But, when he faw 
the figure of mifs Melvile, haggard, and 
a warrant of death written In her coun- 
tenance,' a vidim to the diabolical paf- 
fions of her kinfman, the fcene feemed 
too much to be endured. When he en* 
tered, (he was in the midft of one of her 
iits of delirium, and immediately miftook 

her 
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her vifitors for two affaffins. She afked, 
9vhere they had hid her Falkland, her 
lord, her life, her huiband ! and de« 
inanded that they fliould reftore to her 
his mangled corpfe, that ihe flight em* 
brace him with her dying arms, breathe 
lier laft upon his lips, and be buried in 
the fame grave. She reproached them 
with the fordidnefs of their condu<5b in 
becoming the tools of her vile couHn^ 
who had deprived her of her reafon, and 
would pever be contented till he had 
murdered her* Mr. Falkland tore him- 
ielf away from this painful fcene, and^ 
leaving do&or Arnold with his patient^ 
defired him * when he had given the ne- 
ce0ary dire&ions to follow him to his 
inn. 

The perpetual hurry of fpirits in which 
mifs Melvile had for feveral days been 
kept by the nature of her indifpolition 
was* extremely exhaufting to her ; and in 
about an hour from the vifit of Mr. 
7 Falkland 
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Falkland her delirium fubfided, arid left 
Tier in fo low a 'ftate as to render it dif- 
ficult to perceive any marks of life. 
Doftor Arnold, who 3iad before with- 
idrawn, to ibothe, if poffible, the dif. 
turbed and impatient thoughts of Mr. 
Falkland^ was fummoned afreih upon 
this change of fymptoms, and fat .by the 
bed-fide during the remainder of the 
night. The fituation of his patient was 
fuch as to keep him in momentary ap- 
prehenfion of her deccafe. While mifs 
Melvile lay in this feeble and exhautted 
condition, Mrs. Hammond betrayed 
every token of the tendcreft anxiety. 
Her fenfibility was habitually of the 
acuteft fort^ and the qualities of Emily 
were fuch as powerfully to fix her auc- 
tion. She loved licr like a mother. Upon 
the prefcnc occafion every found, every 
motion made her tremble.- Doftor Ar- 
nold had introduced another nurfe in 
confideration of the' inceflant fatigue 

Mrs. 
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Mrs, Hammond had undergone ; and he 
endeavoured by reprefentations and even 
by authority to compel her to quit ?he 

apartment of the patient. But flie W2S 
iincontrolable ; and he at length found 
that he fhould probably do her, more in- 
jury by the violence that would be nc- 
.ceflary to feparate her from the fufFcr- 
ing innocent, than by allowing her to 
follow her owji inclinations. Her eye 
was a thoufand times turned with the 
moft eager curiofity upon the counte- 
nance of dodor Arnold, without her 
daring to breathe a queftion refpefting 
his opinion, left he (hould anfwer her by 
a communication of the moft fatal ti- 
dings. In the mean- time fhe liftened 
with the deepeft attet^tion to every thing 
that dropped either firom' the phyfician 
pr the nurle,. hoping as it were to colledt 
from fome oblique hint the intelligence 
which (he had not courage exprefsly to 
require. 

Vol. I. M Towards 
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Towards morning the (late of the pa- 
tient feemed to take a favourable turn. 
She dozed for near two hours, and, when 
Ihe awoke, appeared perfeftly calm and 
fenfible. Underftanding that Mr. Falk- 
land had brought the phyfician to at- 
tend her, and was himfelf in the neigh- 
boiirtiood, Ihe requefted to fee him. 
Mr. Falkland had gone in the mean 
time with one of his tenants to bail the 
debt, and now entered the prifon to en- 
quire whether the young lady might be 
fafely removed from her prefent mifcr- 
able refidence to a more airy %pd com* 
modious apartment. When he appear- 
-€d, the fight of him revived in the mind 
of mifs Melvile an imperfeft rccolleftion 

I of the wanderings of her delirium. She 

covered her face with her hand, and be- 
trayed the moft cxprefTive confufion, 

\ ^hile Ihe thanked him with her ufual 

iinaffeded fimplicity for all the trouble 

he had taken. She hoped fhe ihould not 

* give 
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give him much more ; Ihe thought fhc 
fliould get better. It was a fhame, fhc 
faid/ if a young and lively girl as flic 
was, could not contrive to outlive the 
trifling misfortunes to which flie had 
been fubjefted. But, while flie faid this, 
(he was ftill extremely weak. She tried 
to afTiime a chearful countenance*-, but 
itwas a faint effort, which the feeble 
ftate of her frame did not feem fuffi- 
cient to fupport. Mr. Falkland and the 
do6bor joined to requeft her to keep her- 
felf quiet, and to avoid for the prefcnt 
all occafions of exertion. 

Encouraged by thefe appearances, 
Mrs. Hammond now ventured to follow 
the two gentlemen out of the room ia 
order to learn from the phyfician what 
hopes he entertained. Doftor . Arnold 
acknowledged that* he had found his 
patient at firft in a very unfavourable 
fituation, that the fymptoms were chan^ 
ged for the better, and that he was not 

M 2 without 
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^vichout fomc expedtatioa of her reco- 
veiy. He added however, that he could 
anfwer for nothing, that the next twelve 
hours would be exceedingly critical, but 
that, if fhe did not grow worfe before 
' morning, he would then undertake to 

anfwer for her life, Mrs. Hammond^ 
who had hitherto feen nothing but de- 
fpair, now became frantic with joy, -She 
burft into tears of tranfport, blefled the 
phyfician inHhe moft emphatic and im* 
paffioned terms, and uttered a thoufand 
extravagancies. Dodlor Arnold feized 
this opportunity to prefs her to give her- 
felf a little i epofe, to which fhe confent- 
ed, a chamber being firft procured for 
Jier next to that of mifs Ivlclvile, and 
fhe having charged the nuric to give her 
notice of any alteration in the patient. 

Mrs. Hammond enjoyed an interrupt- 
ed fleep of feveral hours, when towards 
the afternoon, fhe was alarmed by an 
unufual buflle in the next room. She 
5 liftencd 



CALEB WILLIAMS. 245 

liftened for a few moments, and then de- 
termined to go and fee what was the oc- 
cafion of it. As fhe opened her door 
for that purpofe, fhe n-ret the nurfe wha 
was coming to her. The countenance 
of the meffenger told her what it was fhe 
had to communicate, without the ufe of 
words* She hurried to the bed fide, and 
found mifs Melvik expiring. The ap- 
pearances that had at firft been fo encou- 
raging were but of fhort duration. The 
calm of the morning proved to be only 
a fort of lightning be. ore death. In ^ 
few hours the patient grew woife. The 
bloom of her countenance faded*, (he 
drew her breath with difficulty ; and he^' 
eyes became fixed. Doftor Arnold had 
come in at this period, and had imme- 
diately perceived that all was over. She 
was for fome time in convulfions ; but, . 
.thefe fubfiding, fhe addrefTed the phyfi- 
cian with a compofed, though feeble 
voice. She thanked him for his atten- 

M s tionj 
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tion 'y and exprefled the mod lively fcnlc 
of her obligations to Mr. Falkland. She 
fincerely forgave her coufin, and hoped 
he might never be vifited' by too acute 
a recoUedtion of his barbarity to her. 
She would have been contented to live ^ 
few perlbns had a jQncerer relifh of the 
good things of life^ but Ihe was well 
plcafed to die rather than have become 
tbo wife of Grimes. As Mrs. Ham- 
mond entered, flie turned her counte- 
nance towards her, and with an aflfe£tion« 
ate expreffion repeated her name, Thefe 

were her laft words ; in lefs thaA two 
hours from that time (he breathed her 
l^ft in the arms of this faithful friend* 
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CHAP. XI. 



S 



UCH was the fate of mifs Emily 
Melvile. Perhaps tyranny never exhi- . 
bited a more painful memorial of the de- 
teftation in which it deferves to be held. 
The idea irrefiftibly excited in every 
Ipedtator of the fcene was that of regard* 
ing Mr. Tyrrel as the moft diabolical 
wretch that had ever dilhonoured the 
human form. The very attendants upon 
this houfe of oppreflion, for the fcene 
was aded upon too public a ftage not 
to be generaJiy underftood, exprefled 
their aftonilhment and difguft at his un- 
paralleled cruelty. If fuch were the feel- 
ings of men bred to the commiflion of 
injuftice, it is eafy to conceive what mud 
have been thofe of Mr. Falkland. His 
whole life had tended to cultivate in him 
a mind tremblingly alive to moral good 

M 4 and 
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and evil. Upon fuch occafions he was 
unable maturely" to colledt his thoughts 
and firmly refolve upon the proceeding 
which the nature of the cale required. 
His habits urged him to madnefs and 
'Ungovernable fury. He could not think 
of fuch complicated depravity but with 
fentiments of preternatural loathing and 
horror. Perhaps the agonies of the 
wretch broken vpon the wheel, whom 
the very firft fight of that engine of tor- 
ture had thrown into convulfions, did 
not exceed thofe of Mr. Falkland in the 
prefent fituation. He was therefore, de- 
prived for a time of all that compofure 
of mind which is requifite to enable us 
to aft with difcretion. It was neccffary 
to guard him like a madman. The 
whole office of judging w,hat was proper 
to be done under the prefent circum- 
ftances devolved upon doftor Arnold. 

The do6lor was a man of cool and 
methodical habits of afting. One of the 

firft 
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firft ideas that fuggefted itfclf to Hlni; 
was, that mi& Mel vile was a brancl( of! 
the family of TyrreJ. He did not doubt 
of the willingnefs of Mr. Falkland toi 
difcharge every expence that might be 
farther incident to the melancholy re- 
mains of this unfortunate viftim ; but" 
he fufpccted that the laws of fdlhion 
and decorum required that fome notifi- 
cation of the event flioLild be made to 
the head of the family. His manners 
were formal, his tempi-r pliK-gmatic, and 
his whole charader was luch as to ren- 
der him little fufceptible of thole impe- 
tuous impulfcs which have fo confider- 
able a ihare in the hiftory of the mafs 
of mankind. Perhaps too he had an 
eye to his own intercit in his profefTion, 
and was reluftant to expole himlelf to 
the refcntmeHt of a pcrlon of Mr. Tyr- 
rel's confideration in the neighbourhood. 
Inacceffible to the fympath;es of the 
mind, he was little qualified to calculate 
M 5 their 
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their operation in the prefent inftai 
But, with this weaknefs, he had never 
lefs fome feelings in common with 
reft of the world, and mull have fuff! 
a confiderable degree of violence be 
he could have periliaded himfelf tc 
the meffengerj befide which he did 
think it right in the prefent fituatio 
leave Mr. Falkland. 

Dodtor Arnold no fooner mentic 
thefc ideas, than they i'eemed to mal 
fuddcn impreflion on Mrs. Hamnn 
and ihe earneftly requefted that (he m 
be permitted to carry the intellige 
The propofal was unexpeiftcd ; but 
dodor did not very obftinately rcfuf 
affent. She was deccrmined, Ihe faic 
fee what fort of impreflion the cataftn 
would make upon the author of it ; 
ihe promifed to comport herfelf with 
deration and civility. The journey 
ibon performed. 

I am come, fir, faid fhc to Mr. Ty 
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to inform you that your coufirij mifs 
Melvile, died this afternoon. 

Died ? Is it ppiTible ? are you ferious ? 

Yes, fir. I faw her die. She died in 
my arms. | 

Dead? Who killed her ? What do you 
mean ? 

Who killed herfls it for you to a(k 
that queftion ? It was your cruelty and 
malice that killed her ! 

Me ? — my ? — Poh ! Ihe is not dead — 
it cannot be — it is not a week fmce flie 
left this houfe. 

Will you not believe me ? I fay Ihe is 
dead ! 

Have a care, woman ! this is nojeftiftg 
matter. No : though (he ufed me ill, -J 
would not believe her dead for all the 
world I 

Mrs. Hammond Ihook her, head in 
token of the truth of her aflertion. 

No, no, no, no! — I will never believe 
that ! — No, never ! 

M 6 Will 
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Will you come with me, and convince 
your own eyes ?' It is a fight worthy of 
you, and will be a feail to fuch a heart as ' 
yours! — Saying this^ Mrs. Hammond 
offered her hand, as if to condud him to 
the fpot. 

Mr. Tyrrel fhrunk back. 

If fhe be dead, what is that to me ? 
Am 1 to anfwer for every thing that goes 
wrong in the world ? — What do you 
come here for ? Why bring your mef- 
fages to me ? 

To whom fhould I bring them, but to 
1 her kinfman, — and her murderer ? 

Murderer ? — Did I employ knives or 

piftols ? Did I' give her poifon ? I did 

. nothing but what the law allows. If fhc 

. be dead, nobody can fay that I am to 

blame ! 

To blame ? — All the world will ab- 
hor and curfe you. Were you fuch a 
fool as to think, becaufe in fomc cafes 
men pay rcfpeft to wealtfr and rank, that 

this 
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this cxciife would extend to fucli a deed ? 
They will laugh at Co barefaced a cheat,. 
The meaneft beggar will fpurn .ind .fpit 
at you. Aye, you may well ftand con- 
founded at what you have done. I will 
proclaim you to the whole world, and 
you will be obliged to fly the very face ' 
of a human creature ! 

Good woman, faid Mr. Tyrrel, ex- 
tremely humbled, talk no more in this 
ftrain ! — Emmy is not dead F I am fure— 
I hope — Ihe is not dead f — Tell me 
that you have only been deceiving 
me, and I will forgive you every thing.-— 
I will forgive her — ^I will take her inta 
favour — I will do any thing you plcafe f 
—1 never meant her any harm f 

I tell you, fir, (he is dead ! You have 
murdered the fweeteft lady that lived h 
Can you bring her back to life, as you 
have driven her out of it ? If you could, 
I would kneel to you twenty times a 
day ! — What is it you have done ? Mi- 
ferable wretch ! did you think you could 

do 
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do and undo, and change the laws of na'-^ 
ture, as you pleafe ? 

If Ihe is dead, — what care I ?- It is no 
concern of mine. Did I tell her to run 
away ? I meant every thing for her good* 
If Ihe took things to heart fo, as to die of 

the pip like a chicken, is that my fault ? 

The reproaches of Mrs. Hammond 
were the firft inftance in which Mr. Tyr- 
l-el was made to drink the full cup of re- 
tribution.^ This was however only a fpe- 
cimen of a long feries of contempt, ab- 
horrence and infult that was referved for 
him. The words of Mrs. Hammond 
were prophetic. It evidently appeared 
that, though wealth and hereditary eleva- 
tion operate as an apology for many de- 
linquencies, there are fome which fo irre- 
jSftibly addrefs themfelves to the indigna- 
tion of mankind, that, like death, they 
level all diftinftions, and reduce their 
perpetrator to an equality with the mod 
indigent and fqualid of his fpecies. 

Againft 
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Againft Mr. Tyrrel, as the tyrannical 
and unmanly murderer of Emily, thofe 
who dared not venture the unreferved 
avowal of their fentiments, muttered 
curfes, deep, not loud ; while the reft 
joined in an univerfal cry of abhorrence 
and execration. He himfelf flood afto- 
niftied at the novelty of his fituation. Ac- 
cuflomed as he had been to the obedience 
and trembling homage of mankind, he 
had imagined they would be perpetual, 
and that no excefs on his part would ever 
be potent enough to break the enchant- 
ment. Now he looked round and faw 
fuUen deteftation in every face, which 
with difficulty reftrained itfelf, and upon 
the flighteft provocation broke forth with 
an impetuous tide, and fwept away all 
the mounds of fubordination and fear. 
His large eftate could not now purchafe 
civility from the gentry, the peafantry, 
fcarcely from his own fervants. In the 
indignation of all around him he found a 

ghoft 
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ghoft that haunted him with every 
change of place, and a remorfethatftung 
his conscience and exterminated his peace^ 
The neighbourhood appeared more and 
more every day to be growing too hot 
for him to endure the fiercenefs of its 
temperature, and it became evident that 
he would ultimately be obliged to quit 
the country. Urged by the flagitiouf- 
ncfs of this laft example, people learned 
to recoiled every other inftance of Mr^ 
TyrrePs excefles, ^nd upon the whole it 
was no doubt a fearful catalogue of wan- 
ton injuftice that now rofe up in judg- 
ment againft him* It feemed as if the 
fcnfe of public refentment had been long 
gathering ftrength unperceived, and now 
at length burft forth into inextinguifli^ 
able violence. 

There was fcarcely a human being 
upon whom this fort of retribution could 
have fat more uneafily .than upon Mr. 
TyrreL ^Though he had not a confciouf- 

nefs 
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nefs of innocence prompting him con- 
tinuall)^ to recoil from the dcteftation of 
mankind as a thing totally unaliied to 
his charailer, yet the imperioufnefs of his 
temper and the conftant experience he 
had had of the pliability of other men, 
prepared him to feel the general and un-^ 
difgtiifed condemnation into which he 
was funk with uncommon emotions of 
anger and impatience. That he, at the 
beam of whofe eye every countenance 
fdl, and whom in the fiercenefs of his 
wrath no one was daring enough to an* 
fwer, fhould now he regarded with avow- 
ed diHike and treated with unceremonious 
cenfure, was a thing he could not endure 
to recolleft or believe. Symptoms of the 
univerfal difguft fmote him at every in- 
ftant, and at every blow he writhed with 
intolerable anguifh. His rage was un« 
bJounded and raving. He repelled every 
attack with the fierceft indignation 5 

while the more he draggled^ the more 

defpera.t(^ 
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deiperate. his lituation appeared to be* 
Gome. At length he determined to col- 
left his ftrength for a decifive effort, and 
to meet the whole tide of public opinioa 
in a (ingle fcene. 

^ In purfuance of thefe thoughts he re- 
folded to repair without delay to the rural 
affembly which I have already mentioned 
in the courfe of my ftory. Mifs Mel vile 
had now been dead one month. There 
was a fort of buftle that took place at his 
entrance, it having been agreed by a pri- 
vate vote among the gentlemen of the af- 
fembly that Mr. Tyrrel was to be re- 
fufed admittance, as a perfoo with whom 
they did not choofe to aifociate. This 
vote had already been notified to him by 
letter by the mafter of the ceremonies^ 
but the intelligence was rather calculated 
to a man of .Mr. TyrrePs difpqfition to 
excite defiance than to overawe. At the 
door of the aflembly he was perfonally 
met by the matter of the ceremonies, who 

had 
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fiad perceived the arrival of an equipage, 
and who now endeavoured to repeat his 
prohibition ; but he was thruft afide by 
Mr. Tyrrel with an air of native autho* 
rity and ineffable contempt. As he en- 
.tered, every eye was turned upon him. 
Prefently all the gentlemen in the room 
aflembled round him. Some endeavour- 
ed to huftle him, and others began to ex- 
poftulate. But he found the fecret ef- 
feftually to filence the one fet, and to 
{hake off the other. His mufcular form^ 
the well-known eminence of his intellec- 
tual powers, the long habits to which 
every man was formed of acknowledging 
his afcendancy, were all in his favour. He 
confidered himfelf as playing a defperatc 
ftake, and had roufed all the energies he 
poffeiled to enable him to dojullicetofa 
intereftirig a tranfa^ion. Difengaged 
fronv the infefts that had at firft peftered 
him, he paced up and down the room 
with a magifterial ftride, and flalhed an. 

angry 



i 

i 






tSo ADVENTURES OF 

angry glanpe on every fide. He then 
broke filence, ** If any one had any 
thing to fay to him, he fhould know 
where and how to anfwer hinrv. He 
would advife any fuch perfon however ta 
confider well what he was about. If any 
man imagined he had any thing perfon- 
ally to complain of, it was very well. 
But he did expeft that nobody there 
would be ignorant and raw enough to 
meddle with what was no bufmefs of 
theirs, and intrude into the concerns of 
any man's private family." 

This being a fort of defiance, one arid 
anotber gentleman advanced to anfwer it. 
He that was firft btgan to fpeak; but 
Mr. Tyrrel, by the expreffion.of his 
countenance and a peremptory tone, by 
well-timed interruptions and pertinent in* 
finuations, caufed him firft to hefitate, 
and then to be filent. He feemed to be 
faft advancing to the triumph he had pro* 
mifed himfelf. The whole company' 

were 



tALEB WILLIAMS. t6l 

W€re aftonilhed. They felt the fame al> 
horrencc and .condemnation of his cha- 
rafter ; but they could not help admir-. 
ing the courage and refourccs he difplay- 
ed upon the prefent occafion. They 
could without difficulty have concentred 
afrefti their indignant feelings, but they 
feemed. to want a leader. 

At this critical moment Mr, Falkland 
* entered the room. He had been abfent 
the laft week in a diftant part of the 
country, and was npw returned two or 
three days fooner than he expefted. Mr. 
Tyrrel had willingly embraced this op- 
portunicy, trulling th:*t, if he could now 
efFeft his re-cttablilhment, he fhould 
eafily prcferve the ground he had regain- 
ed even in the face of his mod formidable 
rival. Mr. T> rrel was certainly not defi- 
cient in courage V but he conceived that 
the prefent was too important an epocha 
in his life to allow hiir^.to make any un- 
neccflary rilk in his chance for future 

eafe 
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cafe and imf)ortance. He would gladly 
have difpenfed with the arrival of the 
new comer. 

Both he and Mr. Falkland reddened at 
fight of each other. Mr. Falkland ad- 
vanced towards him without a moment's 
paufc, and in a peremptory voice afked 
him, what he did there ? 

Here ? What do you mean by that ? 
This place is as free to me as you, and 
you are the laft perfon to whom * I fhall 
deign to give an account of myfelf. 

Sir, the place is not free to you. Do 
not you know you have been voted out ?' 
Whatever were your rights, your infamous 
condudt has forfeited them. 

Mr. what do you call yourfelf, if you 
have any thing to fay to me, choofe apro- 
pcr time and place. Do not think to put 
on your bullying airs under Ihelter of this 
company ! I will not-endure it. 

You are miftaken, fir. This public 
fcene is the only place where 1 can have 

any 
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i. any thing to fay to you. If you would 

til not hear of the univerfal indignation of 
mankind, you muft not come into the fo- 
ciety of nuen. Mifs Melvilel Shame 

i upon you, inhuman, unrelenting tyrant ! 
Can you hear her name, and not fink into 
the earth ? Can you retire into folitude, 
and not fee her pale and patient ghoft 
rifing to reproach you ? Can you recolle<5t 
her virtues, her innocence, her fpotlefs 

ij manners, her unrefenting teniper, and not 
run diftrafted with remorfe ? Have you 

j not killed her in the firft bloom of her 
youth ? Can you bear to think that fhe 
now lies- mouldering in the grave through 

i your curfed contrivance, that deferved a 
crown, ten thoufand times more than vou 
delerve to live ? And do you expeft that 
mankind will ever forget, or forgive fuch 
a deed ? Go, miferable wretch ; think 
yourfelf too happy that you are permitted 
to fly the face of man ! Why, what a pi- 
tiful figure do you make at this moment ! 

[ Do 
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Do you think that any thing could bring 
fo hardened a wretch as you are, to flirink 
from reproach, if your confcicnce were 
not in confederacy with him that re- 
proached you ? And were you fool 
enough to believe that any obftinacy 
however determined could enable you to 
defpife the keen rebuke of juftice? Go, 
go, (hrink into your miferable felf !* Be- 
gone, and let me never be blafted with 
your fight again ! 

And here, however incredible it may 
appear, Mr. Tyrrel began to obey his im- 
perious cenfurer. His looks were full of 
wildnefs and horror ; his limbs trembled ; 
and his tongue refufed its office. He 
^ felt no power of refilling the impetuous 
torrent of reproach that was poured upon 
him. He hefitated j he was aftiamed of 
his own 'defeat; he feemeJ to wifh to 
deny it. But his ftruggles were ineffec- 
tual i every attempt perilhed in the mo- 
ment it was made. ' The general voice 

was 
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Svas feager td abafti him. As his confu- 
lion became more vifiblc;, the outcry in- 
crcafed. It fvvelled gradually to hootings, 
tumult, and a deafening noife of irtdigna- 
tton. At length he willingly retired trom 
the public fcene, unable any longer to 
endure the fenfations it inflifted. 

Tn about an hour and a half he re- 
turned. No precaution* had been taken 
againft this incident, for nothing could be 
more uncxpefted. In the interval he had 
intoxicated himfelf with large draughts 
of brandy. In a moment he was in a part 
of the room where Mr. Falkland was 
{landing, and with one blow of his muf- 
cular arm levelled him with the earth. 
The blow however was not ftunning, and 
Mr. Falkland rofe again immediately. 
It is obvious to perceive how unequal he 
muflhave been to this Ipecies of conteft. 
He was fcarcely rifen, before Mr. Tyr- 
rel repeated his blow* Mr. Falkland 
was now upon his guard, and did not fall. 

^oL. I. N :;ui 
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But the blows of his adverfary were rc« 
doubled with a rapidity difficult to con- 
ceive, and Mr. Falkland was once again 
brought to the earth. In this fituation 
^n Tyrrcl k-icked his proftrate enemy, 
and ftooped, apparently with the inten- 
tion of dragging him alon^ the floor, 
All this pafTed in a moment, and the gen- 
tleoien prefent had not time to recover 
their furprife. They how interfered, and 
Mr, Tyrrel once more quitted the apart- 
ment. 

Ix is difficult to conceive of an^ event 
more terrible to the individual upon 
whom it fell, than tRe treatment which 
Mr. Falkland in this inftance experienced. 
Every paffion of his life was calculated 
to make him feci it more acutely. He 
had repeatedly exerted the moft uncom- 
mon energy and prudence to prevent the 
mifunderftanding between Mr. Tyrrcl 
and himfelf from proceeding to extremis 
ties s but in vain ! It was clofed with a 

cata- 
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ettaftrophe exceeding all that he had 
feared, or that the moft penetrating fore- 
fight could have fuggeftcd. To Mr; 
Falkland difgrace was worfe than death. 
The flighteft breath of dilhonour would 
have ftung him to the very foul. What 
muft it have been with this complicati<m 
. of ignominy, bafe, humiliating and pub- 
lic i Could Mr. Tyrrel have underllood 
the evil he infii£led, even he under all his 
circumftances of provocation could hard- 
ly have perpetrated it. Mr. Falkland's 
mind muft have been full of uproar like 
the war of contending elements, and of 
fuch fuffering as cafts contempt on the 
refinements of inventive cruelty. He 
wiftied no doubt for annihilation, to lie 
down in eternal oblivion, in an iiilenfibi- 
lity, which compared with what he expe- 
rienced was fcarcely lefs enviable than 
beatitude itfelf. Horror, deteftation, re- 
venge, inpxpreffible longings to Ihake off 
the evil, and a pcrfuafion that in this cafe 
N a iH 
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all effort was powerlefs, muft have filled 
his foul even to burfting. 

One other event clofcd the tranfadions 
of this memorable evening. Mn Falk- 
land was baffled of the vengeance that 
yet remained to him. Mr. Tyrrel was 
found by fome of the company dead in 
the ftrectj having been murdered at the 
diftance of a few yards from the affembly 
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C H A-P. XII. 

T 

-*• SHALL endeavour to date the remain- 
der of this narrative in the words of Mr, 
Collins. The rca 'cr hp.r,- nlready had oc* 
caiion to perceive that Mr. Collins was a 
man of no vulgar order j and his reflec- 
tions on this fubjtifc were uncommonly 
judicious. 

" This day was the crifis of Mr. 
Falkland's hiftory. From hence took itff ' 
beginning that gloomy and unfociable^ 
melancholy of which he has fince beea 
the vidtim. No two charafters can be 
in certain refpe<5ls more ftrongly contrail- 
cd, than the Mr. Falkland of a date prior 
and fubfequent to thefe events. Hither- 
to he had been attended by a fortune per- 
petually profperous. His mind was fan- 
guinej, full of that undoubting confi- 

N 2 dence 
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dcncc in its own powers which profpcrity 
is qualified to produce. Though the 
habits of his life were thofe of a ferious^ 
and fublimc vifionary, they were never- 
thelcfs full of chearfulnefs and tranquil 
hiy. But from this moment his pride 
and the lofty adventurouiiiefs of hi* fpi- 
rit were effeftually fubdued. From an 
object of envy he was changed into aa 
cbjeft of companion. Life^ which hi- 
tlieno no one* had fo cxquifitely enjoy-^ 
cdy became a burthen to him. No m(H:e 
fclf-complacency, no more rapture^ na 
Ihore fcif- approving and heart-tranfport- 
ing benevolence I He, who had lived bs 
yond any man upo^ the grand anfl ani- 
mating reveries of th^ imagination, ieern* 
ed now to have no vifions but of aAg»i{b 
and defpair. Hi« cafe was peculiarly 
worthy of fympathy, fince no doubt, if 
ledit^eand purity of difpolition could 
give a title to happinefs, few men couki 

exhibit 
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exhibit a more confident and powerful 
claim than Mr. Falkland. 

•^He was too deeply pervaded with the 
idle and groundlefs romances of chivalry 
ever to forget the (kuation^ humiliating 
and diihonourable according to his ideas, 
in which he had been placed upon this 
occafioQ* There is a myfterious ibrt of 
divinity annexed to the perfon of a true 
knight^ that makes any fpecies of brute 
itioleace commrtced upon it indelible and 
unmonaU To be knocked down, cuffed, 
kicked^ dragged along the floor ! facred 
keaven. the memory of fuch a treatment 
was intolerable!* |Jo future luflracion 
could ever remove the ftain : and^ what 
was perha(>s ftill worfe in the prefent cafe» 
ihe offender having ceafed to exift, the 
kiftradon which the laws of knight-er- 
rantry preficribe was rendered impoffible,. 

" In fome future period of human 
knprovement it is probable that that ca- 
lamity will be in a manner unintelligible,. 

N 4 which 
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which in the prefent inftance contributed 
to tarnilhand wither the excellence of one 
of the moft elevated and amiable of hu- 
man minds. If Mr. Falkland had re- 
flcded with p^feft accuracy upon the 
cafe, he would probably have been able 
to look down with indifference upon a 
wound which, as it was, pierced to his 
very vir.ab. How much more dignity 
ti:^n in ;thf* modern ducllift do we find ia 
Themiftocles, the moft gallant of th« 
Greeks ; who, when Eurybiades, his com- 
mander in chief, in anfwer to fome of his 
remonftrances, lifted his cane over him 
with a menacing air, accoftcd him in 
that noble apoftrophe. Strike, but hear ? 
" How would a man of true difcern* 
ment in fuch a. cafe reply to his brutal 
aflailant ? " I make it my boaft that I 
*' can endure calamity and pain : (hall 
*' I not be able to endure the trifling 
♦' inconvenience that your folly can in- 
*^ Ri& upon me? Perhaps a human 

'' being 
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^ being would be more accompliflied, 
" if he underftood the fcienceof perfonal 
" defence ; but how few would be the' 
" occafions upon which he would be 
** called to exert it ? How few human 
** beings would he encounter fo unjuft 
and injurious as you, if his own con- 
duct were direfted by the principles' 
** of feafon and benevolence ? Befide,' 
** how narrow would be the ufe of this* 
** fcience, when acquired ? It wilt 
" fcarcely put the man of delicate 
** make and petty ftaturc upon a levef 
^ with the athletic pugiliftj and, if it 
^* did in fome meafure fecure me againft 
the malice, of a fingle adverfary, ftill 
my perfon and my life, fo far as mere 
** force is concerned, would always be 
" at the mercy of two. Farther than 
" immediate defence againft aftual 
^* violence it could never be of ufe to 
** me* The man who can deliberately 
i * N 5 *' meet; 
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•* meet his adverfary for the purpole of 
•? i^xpofing the perfons of one or both 
*• of them to injury, tramples upoa 
•* every principle of reafon and equity,. 
^ Duelling is the vileft of all egotifm^ 
^ treating the public, which has a claim 
^' to all my powers and exertions, as if 
«* it were nothing, and myfclf, or ra- 
^^ thcr an unintelligible chimera I annex 
•• to myfclf, as if it were entitled to my 
^ exclufiv^ attention. I am unabk to 
♦* cope with you : what then ? Can 
•* that circumftance diftionour me ? No; 
** I can only be dilhonourcd by pcrpe- 
<* trating an unjuft action. My honour 
•* is in my own keeping, beyond the 
,^< reach of all mankind. Strike ! I am 
<^ pafTive. No injury that you can in- 
•« flift (hall provoke me to cxpofe you 
•* or myfclf to unneceflary evil. I refufe 
*' that ; but I am not therefore pufilla- 
^ niQU)us: when I tt{\J\k any danger 

M or 
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•* or fufFcf ing by which the general good 
** may be promoted, then brand me for 
^ a coward!" 

**^ Thefe rcafonings^ however fimple 
and irrefiftible they muft be found by a 
^rpaflionate enquirer, are little refledted 
on by the world at large',, and were molt 
oi all uncongenial to the prejudices o£ 
Mr. Falkland. But the puBlic difgracc: 
and chaftifement that had beea impoied 
upon him, imolerable as they were to be 
recollected, were not the whole of the* 
mifchief that redounded to our unfortu^ 
nate patron from the tranfaflions of that 
day. It was prefently whifpered that he 
was no other than the murderer of his- 
antagoniiL This rumour was of too* 
much impo!t4Bce to the very continuance 
of his life, to juftify its being concealed 
from him. He heard itwith inexpreffible 
aftonifhment and horror; it formed a. 
dreadful addition to the load of intel* 
Icftual a^nguifh that already opprefTed 

N d him« 
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bim. No man had ever held his re- 
putation fo dear to him as Mr. Falk- 
land ; and now in one day he was fallen 
under the mod: exquifite calamities, a 
complicated perfonal fnfult, and the im- 
putation of the foulelt of crimes. He 
might have fled 5 for ho oqc was for- 
ward to proceed againft a man fo adored 
as. Mr. Falkland, or in revenge of one 
fo univerfally execrated as Mr. Tyrrel. 
But flight he difdained. In the meaa 
time the aflfair was of too ferious a 
magnitude, the rumour unchecked feem- 
cd daily to increafe in ftrength, and the 
magiftrates were at length obliged ta 
take fome fl:eps upon the fubjcd. With- 
out caufing him to be apprehended, they 
fent to defire he would appear before 
them at one of their meetings. They 
inveftigated the particulars of the flory.. 
"What could they do ? The recentnefs of 
the quarrel, and the odious nature of the 
infuU given by Mr, Tyrrel were notor 

rious. 
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nous. Mr. Falkland had left the rooms- 
immediately after his affaiknt; and=, 
though he bad been attended by one or- 
two of the gentlemen to his inn, it ap- 
peared that he had left them Upon fbme-* 
flight pretence as foon as he arrived at it, 
and, when the)L enquired for him of the 
waiters, they were given to underftand that* 
he had mounted his horfeand rode home. 
In confideration of thefe particulars the 
magiftratcs concluded that they could not 
be juftified but in committing Mr. Falk- 
landtopfifon. His defence was manly, lo- 
gical, and impreffive. But, though they 
entertained the ftrongeft prefumption of 
his innocence, they conceived- that they 
were obliged in their capacity to proceed- 
upon the unfortunate circumftances that: 
appeared againft the accufed, and commit 

him for his deliverance to a trial by his 
country. In all this Mr. Falkland was 
nearly paflive. He feemed to fear by too 
direft an appeal, to judicature to render- 
more 



morcprecife an iiBpunatioD the memoty 
of which he deprecated, at the fame 
tioK that he was fufficiently willing ta 
mee^ the fevereft [crutmyy, and,, if he 
could not hope to have ii forgotten that 
he bul ever been accufed, to prove ia 
the moft fatis£ador]F manner that the 
accuf^tionwas unjuft. 

** Never in this quarger of the ilTan^ 
Va» a court more crowded with perfons 
of the higbeft dillinftion than- upon Mr. 
Falkland's triaL Never was expeftation: 
wrought to a higher pitch, or the paOioofr 
cf men' more^ profoundly interelled. 
You fecm never to have heard of this 
memorable tranfd£tion; and indeed that 
if little to be wondered at, lince the 
good nature of the world is interelled in- 
JoippreOing it, and it is deemed a difgr^e 
00 a man to have held up. his hand at a 
criaiinal bar, though acquitted with cir- 
Gumftances the moll fatlsfadory and 
Jhonourahle. It may be fuppofed that 



this fopppeflioB k particuTarly acceptable 
to Mr. Falkland •, and I ihould not have. 
aSied in contradiaion ta his modes of 
thinking in communicating the ftory to 
youy had there not been €in:umftanGes of 
peculiar lifgency that fecmed to render 
the communication dcfirablc., 

** The fads adduced upon the triat 

were prccifcly thofe which had already 

been laid before the magiftriues. By the* 

nature of the cafe no particular fads. 

could be ftated in balance againft thcfe*. 

As foon as the evidence for the crown* 

had been gone through, Mr. Falkland 

immediately proceeded to his defence^ 

Several copies of the trial were made^ 

and Mr. Falkland feemed for a ftiort 

time to have had the idea of fending it to 

the prcfs. 1 have o^e of thefe copies io 

my poffeffion, and I will read from it the 

fpeech of the accufed, as it was t2|ken 

down in court."— Saying this> Mr. Col* 

lixis 
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Ens rofe, and took it from a private 
drawer in his efcritoire. 

** M7 lord, and gentlemen of the- 

** I ftand here accufed of a crime the^ 
ilnoft black that any human creature is 
capable of perpetrating. I am innocent.. 
I have no fear that I fhall fail to make 
every perfon in this court acknowledge- 
my innocence. In the mean time what 

mull be my feelings ? Confcious as I am< 
of deferving approbation and not cen^ 
fure, of having paffed my life in afts of 
juftice and philanthropy, can any thing 
be more deplorable than for me to ftand 
here to anfwer a charge of murder ? So 
wretched is my fituation, that I cannot 
accept your gratuitous acquittal, if you 
fliould be difpofed to beftow it. I muft 
anfwer to an imputation, the very 
thought of which is ten thoufand tixn-es* 
worfe than death.. I muft exert .he 

whole 
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whole energy of my mmd to prevent my; 
being ranked with the vileft of men. 

" Gentlemen, this is a fituation inr 
which a man iliay be allowed to boafl; 
Accurfed fituation ! No man need envy 
me the vile and polluted triumph I am* 
now to gain ! I have called no witneflei 
to my charafttr. Great God I what 
Ibrtofa charaflcr rs that which muft be' 
Ibpported by witnelfes ? 'But, if I muft: 
ipeak, look round the court, afk of every' 
one prefent, enquire of your own hearts I 
Kot one wotd of reproach was ever 
whifpered againft my charaftcr. I da 
not hefitatc to call upon thofe who have 
known me moft to afford me the moft 
honourable teftimony,. 

♦* My life has been fpent in the keeneft 
and moft unintermitted fenfibility. ta 
reputation. I am almoft indifferent as. 
10 what fhall be the event of this? 
day. I would not open my mouth 
upon the occafionj. if my life were 

the 
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the only thing that was at ftake«. It i» 
not m the power of your verdid to reitore 
to me my unblemiflied reputation^ to 
obliterate the difgrace | have fufFercd^ 
or to prevent it from being remembered 
that I have been brought to trial upon a 
charge of murder. Your vcrdift caa 
uever have the cflicacy to prevcit the 
miferable remains of my exiftencc from 
being the moft intokrable of all buiv 
thei)8« 

** I am accufed of having conamitted 
murder upon the body of Barnabas 
TyrreL I would moft joyfully haK 
given every farthing I po0ei8» ^njd'de* 
iroced myfelf to perpetual beggary, ta 
have preferred bis life. His life wa& 
precious to me» beyond that of all man^ 
kind. la my opinion the gceateft in^ 
jnftice committed by his unknown aflafiiA 
was that of defrauding me of my juft 
sevenge. 1 confe& that I would have 
called him out to the fields and that our 

ftncountcr 
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encounter fliould not have beea terminated 
but by the death of one qr both, of us,. 
This would have been a pitiful and ina-% 
dequace compenfation for his unparal^ 
leled infulc^ but it was all that remained^ 

^ I a(k for no pity» bm I muft open*^ 
]y declare that never was any misfor« 
tune fo horrible as mine. I would wiU 
lingly'bave taken refuge from che recoU 
k&ion of that night in a voluniary deatiu 
JJft was now ftripped of all thofc tc^ 
commendationa for the fake of whkh^i^ 
was dear to nie. » But even this confola^ 
^on is denied me^ I ami compelled ta 
drag foi^ever the imokrable load of ex-^ 
iftence^ upon penalty, if at any period 
however remote I (hake it oflF,^ of having 
thai impatience regarded as confirming^ 
a charge of murder. Gentlemen, if by 
your verdidt you could take away my 
life, without that ad); being connefted 
with nay dilgrace^ I would blels the cord 

that 
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that fufpendcd the breath bf my exig- 
ence for ever. . 

" You all know how eafily. I might have 
fled from this purgation. If I had beeit 
guilty, fhould I not have embraced the 
opportunity ? But, as it was,. I could not,- 
Reputation has been the idol, the jewet 
of my life. I could never have borne 
to think that a human creature in the re- 
motcft part of the globe fhould believe 
that I was a criminal* Alas ! what a. 
deity it is that I have chofen for my wor- 
Ihip !. I have entailed upon myfelf ever-j 
lafting agony and defpair !: 

** I have but one word to add. Gen*- 
tlemen, I charge you to do me the im- 
pcrfeft juftice that your ofSce puts int 
your power ! My life is a worthlefs thing.. 
But my honour, the paltry remains of 
honour I have now to boaft, is in your 
judgment. It is little that you can do. 
for me ^ but it is not lefs your duty to 
do that little. May that God who is 

the 
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the fountain of honour and good, prot 
per and proteft you ! The man who now 
ftands before you is devoted to perpetual 
barrennefs and blaft ! He has nothing to 
hope for beyond the feeble confolation 
of this day ! " 

** You will eafily imagine that Mr, 
Falkland was acquitted with every cir- 
cumftancc of honour. Nothing is more 
to be deplored in human inftitutions 
than that the forms of juftice fliould thus 
fubjeft a man, of whofe innocence every 
one was convinced, to a fpecies of pur- 
gation to which the ideas of mankind 
have annexed a fentiment of difgrace. 
Nobody entertained the Ihadow of a 
doubt upon the fubjeft, and yet a mere 
jnaidental concurrence of circumftances 
made it necefTary that the beft of men 
Ihould be publicly arraigned as if really 
under fufpicion of an atrocious crime. 
It may be granted indeed that Mr. Falk- 
land had his faults, but thofe very faults 
5 * . placed 
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placed him at a (lill farther cliftance (roim 
the criminality in qucftion. He was 
the fool of honour and fame ; a man 
Vfhom in the purfuit of reputation no- 
thing could divert V who would have 
purchaied the charader of a true, gal^^ 
lant and undaunted hero at the expence 
of worlds, and who thought every cala* 
mity nominal but a (lain upon hts ho* 
fioun How atrocioufly abfurd to fup^ 
poie any motive capable of inducing fuch 
a man to play the part of a lurking af* 
iailin ? How unfeeling to oblige him to 
defend himielf from fuch an imputation 
in a court of juftice ? Did any man, and 
leall: of all a man of the pureft honour^ 
ever pafs in a moment from a life un- 
ftained by a fingle aft of injury. to the 
confummation of human depravity ? 

** When the verdift of the jury was 
given, a general murmur of applaufc 
and involuntary tranfport burft forth in 
che court. It was at firll low, md gfa* 

dually 
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dually became louder. As it was the 
expreflion of rapturous delight and aa 
emotion difinterefted and divine, fo there 
was an indefcribable fomething in the 
very found that carried it home to the 
heart, and convinced every fpeftator that 
no perfonal pleafure ever exifted that was 
not foolifh and feeble in the comparifon* 
Every one ftrove who ihould moft ey- 
prefs his efteem of the amiable accufed, 
Mr. Falkland was no fooner withdrawii^ 
than the gentlemen in the court crowd- 
ed together to confult how they ihould 
moft effedually exprefs their congratu* 
lation. V They immediately named a de« 
putation to wait upon him for that pur* 
pofe. The grand jury and the petty 
jury drew up an addrefs of a fimilar na- 
ture. The very judges and counfel^ 
though lefs acquainted with his perfonal 
charafter, were ftrongly imprcffed with 
the mute and univerfal tcftimony they 

witneifed in his favour, and zealonfly 
3 co^urred 
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concurred to aflift the general fenti- 
ment. It was a fort of fympathetic feel- 
ing that took hold upon all ranks and 
degrees. The multitude received him 
with huzzas, they took his horfes from 
his carriage, dragged him in triumph, 
and attended him many miles in his re- 
turn to his ovm habitation. It feemcd 
as if a public trial before a criminal 
judge, which had hitherto been confidcr- 
cd in every event as a brand of difgrace, 
was converted in the prefent inftance in- 
to an occafion of enthufiaftic adoration 
and unexampled honour. 

" But nothing could reach the heart 
of Mr. Falkland. He was not infenli- 
blc to the general kindnefs and exer- 
tions ; but it was too ^evident that the 
melancholy that had taken hold of his 
mind was invincible. 

** It was only a few weeks after this 

memorable trial that the real murderer 

was difcovered. Every part of this 

* ftory 
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ftory wasextraordiaary. The real mur- 
derer was Hawkins. , He was found 
with his fon under a feigned Qame at a 
village at ab.out thirty miles difl;ance, 
in want of all the neceflaries of life. He 
had lived here from the period of his 
flight in fo private a manner, that all the 
enquiries that had been fet on foot by 
the benevolence of Mr. Falkland or the 
infatiable malice of Mr. Tyrrel had been 
infufficient to difcover him. The firfl: 
thing that had led to the deteftion 
was a parcel of clothes covered with 
blood that were found in a ditch, and 
which, when drawn out, were known by 
the people of the village to belong to 
this man. The murder of Mr. Tyrrel 
was not a circumftance that could be un- 
known, and fufpicion was immediately 
rouftd. A diligent fearch being made, 
the rufly handle with part of the blade 
of a knife was found thrown in a corner 
of his lodging, which being applied to 
Vol. I. O apiece 
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a piece of the point of a knife that had 
been broken in the wound, appeared 
cxaflly to corrcfpond. Upon farther 
enquiry two ruftics, who had been acci- 
dentally on the fpot, remembered to 
have feen Hawkins and his fon in the 
town that very evening, and to have 
called after them, and received no anfwer, 
though they were fure of their pcrfons. 
Upon this accumulated evidence both 
Hawkins and his fon were tried, con- 
demned and afterwards executed. In 
the interval between the feritcnce and 
execution Hawkins confcfled his guilt 
with many marks of compunftion; 
though there are perfons by whom 
this is deflied *, but I have taken fome 
pains to enquire into the fadt, and am 
perfuaded that their difbelief is precipi- 
tate and groundlefs. 

" The cruel injuftice that this man 
had/uffered from his village tyrant was 

6 ' not 
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not forgotten upon the prefcnt occafion. 
It was by a llrangc fatality that the bar- 
barous proceedings of Mr. Tyrrcl fcetned 
never to fall ihort of their completion ; 
and even his death ferved eventually to 
confummate the ruin of a man he hated, a 
circumftance,which, if it could have come 
to his knowledge, would perhaps have in 
fomemeafure confoledhim for his untimely 
end. This poor Hawkins was furely entitled 
to ibme pity, fince his being finally urged 
to defperation, and brought, together 
with his fon, to an ignominious fate, was 
originally owing to the fturdinefs of his 
virtue and independence. But the com«* 
pafllon of the public was in a great mea« 
fure fhut againft him, as they thought it 
a piece of barbarous and unpardonable 
felfiihnefs, that he had not rather come 
boldly forward to meet the conlequences 
of his own conduft, than fufier a man 
of fo much jpublic worth as Mr. Faik- 

O 2 land| 
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land, and who had been fo defirous of 
doing him good, to be tried for a mur- 
der that he had committed. 

** Fron^ this time to the prefent Mr. 
Falkland haj been nearly fuch as you at 
prefent fee him. Though it be fevcral 
years fincc thefe tranfaftions, the impref- 
fion they made is for ever frefli in the 
mind of our unfortunate patron. From 
thenceforward his habits became totally 
different. He had before been fond of 
public fcenes, and adling a part in the 
midftof the people among whom he im- 
mediately rcfided. He now made himfelf 
a rigid reclr.fe. He had no aflbciatesi 
no frien.is, Inconiol^bk himfelf, he yet 
wilhed to treat others with kindncfs. 
There was a folcmn fadnefs in his manner, 
attended wiih the moft perfcft gentlenefs 
and humanity. Every body refpeft's him, 
for his benevolence is unalterable; but 
there is a {lately ccldnefs andiefervc in hfs 
behaviour, ^vhich makes it difficult for 

thofC' 
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thofe about him to regard him with the 
familiarity of affcftion. Thefc fymp- 
toms arc uninterrupted, except ajt certain 
times when his fufferings become into- 
lerable, and he difplays the marks of a 
furious infanity. At thofe times his 
language is fearful and myfterious, and 
he feems to figure to hlmfelf by turns 
every fort of perfecution and alarm which 
may . be fuppofcd to attend upon an 
accufation of murder. But, fenfible of 
his own weaknefs, he is anxious at fuch 
times to withdraw into folitude i and his 
domeftics in general know nothing 
of him but the uncommunicative and 
haughty, but mild dejedion that accom- 
panies every thing he does." 
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